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Andrew Jennings Some ThoughTS on our Simple CrafT #JournAlism #ioC #FiFA #legACy

“Andrew was a key bridge between 
the era of the great solo 

investigators - think Seymour Hersh 
and Anne-Marie-Casteret - and the 
current era of collaboration across 
borders. He‘ll be remembered as 
the man who brought down FIFA‘s 
corrupt leadership. He‘ll also be 

remembered for his creative tactics, 
his ferocity in the service of victims, 

his refusal to be intimidated, his 
unique humor and style, and 

the great pleasure of his company.”

Mark Lee Hunter 
Founding member of the Global 

Investigative Journalism Network (GIJN)

Some thoughts on 
our simple craft

by Andrew Jennings

then) and were completely ignored by 
grownup reporters. 
<RX�JXHVVHG�LW��WKH�¿UVW�H[DPSOH�ZDV�

the International Olympic Committee 
(IOC). Covered only by fans with note-
books who chortled unquestioningly 
about a minor French aristocratic and 
his body-fascism ideals, I saw every in-
vestigative reporter’s dream, a massive 
empty canvas to paint upon, with a 
soundtrack of empty mantras, never 
challenged by the beat reporters. 

The map began to draw itself with a 
tip from a contact who had worked in 
the early years of sports marketing in 
the 1960s. This guy gave me lengthy re-
corded interviews naming individuals 
and companies I had never heard of.

The story featured here is roadkill 
from several years investigating 

corruption at the Fédération Internati-
onale de Football Association (FIFA). 
As time passed I published in the press 
LQ�PDQ\�FRXQWULHV��PDGH�¿OPV�IRU�%UL-
tish television and wrote a book that is 
now, I hear, in 16 languages, not forget-
ting Albanian. %XW�WR�KXQW�GRZQ�),)$�
URDGNLOO� ,� KDG� WR� ¿QG� WKH� URDG�� /HW¶V�
gaze back over the reporter’s shoulder 
for how a roadmap got itself drawn. 

I was there a decade ago when sug-
gestions of massive kickbacks and glob-
al rackets - institutional corruption - 
were mocked by many sports reporters 
and all the sport’s leaders. F*** them 
was the response. There was a stench 
drifting from the shit mountain, time to 
VQL̆�RXW�WKH�VRXUFH��7HQ�\HDUV�RQZDUGV��
my earthmover’s blade clears the de-
EULV�� OHYHOOLQJ� WKH�QHZ�URDGZD\��%XW� LW�
took time and study and getting drunk 
in many lands. And teaching myself to 
drive down the unfolding road. 

Some answers to some questions 

1 like to look into big corruption 
sagas at the heart of interna-
tional organisations. Who 

would you rather discomfort? The guy 
in the Gulfstream or the one on a bike? 
We have to have fun in our labours. If 
you are freelance you need wide mar-
NHWV�� $QG� PDQ\� VWD̆HUV� KDYH� QHLWKHU�
the time nor inclination to dig interna-
tionally for years, developing a 
narrative. 
,� OHDUQHG� D� ORW� ZULWLQJ� DQG� ¿OPLQJ�

about the Palermo Mob and Organised 
Crime in the 1980s and then stumbled 
across two perfect applications of Mob 
structures and principles. They ap-
pealed to me because they were global 
organisations, were the sharp end of 
the big brands penetration of new mar-
kets (we didn’t call it globalisation 

He was happy to have been involved 
in commercialising sport. This was 
pre-Google and so I stalked cuttings li-
braries, photo-copying and pasting into 
OHYHU�DUFK� ¿OHV�� (YHQWXDOO\� WKHUH�ZHUH�
PRUH�WKDQ�VHYHQW\��,�LQGH[HG�WKHP�DQG�
ZKHQ�,�WUDQVIHUUHG�WKDW�WR�P\�¿UVW�0DF�
I had the beginnings of a searchable da-

tabase. As the contact described the 
coups of the big brands in seizing con-
trol of sport, he was talking not about 
increasing funding to sport; he was 
talking about privatisation. 

The big breakthrough, the roadway 
swelling into a motorway, an autobahn, 
an autostrada, was indeed a moment of 
shivering ecstasy. I set myself the task 
of reading every clip on the IOC’s then 
SUHVLGHQW�� %DUFHORQD�ERUQ� -XDQ�$QWR-
nio Samaranch. One day, a couple of 
\HDUV�EHIRUH�WKH������%DUFHORQD�*DPHV�
I was running my eye down a newspa-
SHU�SUR¿OH��)


�PH��2XW�RI�WKH�JUH\�VR�
many times rehearsed drone sprang the 
sentence “he was Sports Minister in 
Spain in the 1960s.”
-XVW� DV�6\�+HUVK�GHVFULEHG�KLV�GLV-

FRYHU\�RI�WKH�VWRU\�RI�WKH�0DL�/DL�PDV-
sacre in Vietnam, I could hear myself 
VLQJLQJ��³)DPH��ZHDOWK��JORU\�´� �+DUG�
up freelances get these fantasies – they 
come free. They don’t eventually hap-
pen but at the time it’s a cheap thrill.) 

Why the orgasm? 
%HFDXVH�DQ\�DPDWHXU�VWXGHQW�RI�(X-

ropean history knows that the 1960s 
was the Franco fascist era. To be a gov-
ernment minister you needed to sport 
WKH� IDVFLVW� %OXHVKLUW�� JLYH� WKDW� FULVS�
right-arm salute and believe the wrong 
team won World War Two. 

So this little [...] was leading the or-
ganisation that claimed to promote 
world peace through sport and care 
deeply about equality and young peo-
ple. There was the investigative report-
er’s dream; an organisation with a pub-
lic face utterly at odds with its odious 
private secrets. 

I read widely, reporters and academ-
LFV��1RZKHUH�FRXOG�,�¿QG�D�UHIHUHQFH�WR�
WKH� ,2&¶V� 0D[LPXP� /HDGHU� KDYLQJ� D�
past he wouldn’t want to talk about. 
That, I realised, was because he didn’t 
have to talk, he had a prepared fact 
sheet and the sports reporters and 

https://gijn.org/
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profs, without thought, published this 
garbage. I spoke to a friend with friends 
LQ�%DUFHORQD��&RXOG�LW�EH�WUXH"�:DV�WKLV�
great moralist an old goosestepper?

The reply was incredulous laughter, 
Didn’t I know that Samaranch was in 
the jackboots from 1937, when he de-
fected from the army of the Republic, 
until Franco’s death in 1975? 

No, I didn’t, because the news had 
never moved north across the Pyre-
nees. Samaranch’s personal history had 
never been investigated. The august 
members of the IOC didn’t talk. 

Crime families don’t. 
So my initial suspicion that there 

might be information worth digging 
out became a global disclosure, won 
huge amounts of admiration from the 
adults and, best of all, loathing from the 
jocks for spoiling their party. 

And paid the rent and developed my 
RZQ� WKRXJKWV� DERXW� JOREDOLVDWLRQ� H[-
ploiting sport. 

2 The crucial documents were 
photographs of Samaranch 
and his gang in fascist uni-

IRUP� VWULGLQJ� WKURXJK� %DUFHORQD�� WKH�
Civil War victors terrifying the citizen-
ry. Fancy a garrotting in the square at 
WKH� FHQWUDO� SROLFH� VWDWLRQ"� -RLQ� WKH�
TXHXH��-RLQ�D� WUDGH�XQLRQ"�7KH�EXULDO�
plots are on the lower Montjuïc hillside 
where the Games were celebrated by 
numbskulls in 1992, reporters sucking 
on the teat of the privatisers. There 
were many more pictures of Samaranch 
LQ�KLV�%OXHVKLUW��VRPHWLPHV�IDZQLQJ�RQ�
)UDQFR��%HUHIW�RI� WKH�6SDQLVK�RU�&DWD-
lan languages, I hired a smart research-
HU� LQ� %DUFHORQD� ZKR� VZHHW�WDONHG� KHU�
way into newspaper archives. I got 
what she shouldn’t have. 

There was no electronic data. This 
was lived history. It took 15 years to get 
The Picture. A decade and a half of re-
minding the friends in Catalonia to 
keep looking for it. After Franco died 

WKH� SKRWR� DUFKLYHV� ZHUH� ZHHGHG�� %XW�
they missed one from 1974 that showed 
Samaranch with right arm aloft.

Case proved.
The book I co-wrote, The Lords of 

the Rings, involved a lot of documenta-
ry research in public archives where the 
wee goosestepper’s record marched 
boldly out. Then I revisited the IOC’s 
histories, viewing them through the 
prism of a totalitarian regime, run by a 
strong man. Franco in Adidas sneakers. 
Twenty years later little has changed at 
the IOC. A self-selecting band of C-list 
royals and mostly forgotten athletes 
doing the work of global capital and 
now playing catch up with the un-
checked doping that made them rich. 

All this was so joyful. Much of the 
sports press spat at me, their lazy ram-
EOLQJV� QRZ� H[SRVHG�� 7KDW�ZDV� WKH� ROG�
guard. A new generation listened and 
bought me drinks. What more can a re-
porter hope for? 

„I hired a smart researcher in Barcelona who sweet-talked her way into archives. I got what she shouldn‘t have.“ (Photos: ANDREW JENNINGS ARCHIVE)
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Samaranch retired in 2001 and I 
found it less stimulating to continue 
with what was now a club of grey peo-
ple, less of them still on the make fol-
lowing the reforms demanded by em-
EDUUDVVHG�VSRQVRUV�DIWHU�WKH�6DOW�/DNH�
VH[�DQG�FDVK�IRU��YRWHV�VFDQGDO��

The best story from that 1999 epoch 
was the saga of the violin, the Viagra 
and the $74.27 vibrator. For that price 
it must have had programmable music 
WUDFNV��*HW�ZLWK�WKH�UK\WKP�KRQH\��%XW�
QRW�KHUH��7KLV� LV�81(6&2���*RRJOH� LW��
8QEHOLHYDEO\�� LW�ZDV�SULQWHG� LQ�D�GDLO\�
IURP�0RUPRQ/DQG���

During my Olympic years I became 
aware of a shady Swiss sports market-
LQJ�FRPSDQ\�QDPHG�,6/��International 
Sport and Leisure��WKDW�VHHPHG�H̆RUW-
lessly to acquire the multi-billion mar-
keting TV contracts from the IOC, 
FIFA, the IAAF and many others. 

How did they achieve this - even 
with rivals tendering? With a tiny 
handful of German and Swiss reporters 
I shared night shifts until dawn in bars 
IRU�\HDUV��GLVFXVVLQJ�,6/��WKH�SULYDWLVD-
tion of sport, looking for a way in.

Tunnelling perhaps? 
I made great friendships, men and 

women who didn’t know how to give 
XS��6RPHWLPHV�GULQNLQJ�ZLWK�H[�,6/HUV�
who swore kickbacks, big kickovers 
ZHUH�SDLG�RQ�FRQWUDFWV��%XW�WKH\�KDG�QR�
pieces of paper. They only knew in their 
JXWV��6R�GLG�ZH��%XW�,6/�ZDV�D�SULYDWH�
company and couldn’t be penetrated. 
The paperless investigative reporter is 
a hack without a cause. 
7KHQ�LW�FDPH�RQ�VWUHDP��7KH�LQFRP-

petent clowns who’d got their business 
with sacks of cash (yes, really - cash 
EUHDNV� WKH� WUDLO�� WULHG� WR� H[SDQG� LQWR�
QHZ�DUHDV�RI�VSRUW�DQG�FUDVKHG�R̆�WKHLU�
road in Switzerland’s second biggest 
bankruptcy. The road map led me to 
WKH�¿UVW�FUHGLWRU¶V�PHHWLQJ�� LQ�=XJ��VL[�
weeks after the crash. Presided over by 
a Swiss grey suit. F*** this, what’s the 
point of tapping up an accountant? 
Swiss accountants don’t even talk to 
themselves, never mind ill-clad hacks.

Gotta do it. 
An editor had paid my fare. Move in, 

SUHSDUH� IRU� UHEX̆�� VXUH� WR� EH� HPEDU-
UDVVHG�DW�P\�RZQ�WHPHULW\��DVN�³([FXVH�
me, have you found any evidence of 
black money?” Grey suit beams. 

“Mr Yennings, I know your work, 
and yes, and I have sent legal letters 
asking for it back.” 

I mumbled thanks, speechless. 
+H�VDLG�\HV��7KLV�ZDV�DV�JRRG�DV�XQ-

masking Samaranch, again in one sen-
tence. Write quickly in notebook, see 
WKHUH¶V� QR� PRUH� IRU� QRZ�� À\� EDFN� WR�
(QJODQG��FDQ¶W�VWRS�JULQQLQJ��

I’m seeing ahead down a long and 
straight road. From then it was just an-
other ten years incrementally upping 
the speed. I knew where I was going. 

3 I’ve had little use of Freedom 
of Information Act (FOI). 
2QO\�LQ�(QJODQG��WU\LQJ�WR�H[-

tract my Government’s secret deals giv-
LQJ�),)$�WD[�KROLGD\V��)DLOHG��*RW�QH[W�
ÀLJKW�WR�+ROODQG�ZKHUH�WKH\�ZHUH�SXE-
lic. Not necessary, they were online. 
%XW�+ROODQG�FDQ�EH�VR�PXFK�PRUH�IXQ��

One prime insider took nine years to 
do the business and when they did, I 
immediately got drunk because, meet-
LQJ�LQ�DQ�KRWHO�JDUGHQ�LQ�PLWWHO�(XURSH�
and saying “I think this is what you 
wanted,” they handed me the list of 
much more than $100 million in bribes 
absorbed by FIFA’s and IOC’s leaders. 

You can’t make a strategy for that. 
-XVW�EH�D�GHFHQW�SHUVRQ��EH�SDWLHQW��DQG�
WKH�VWX̆�ZLOO�EH�DWWUDFWHG�WR�\RX��

I fear systems in case I become 
trapped within. 

The most important research tech-
nique is identifying lowly people inside 
corrupt organisations who have access 
WR�¿OLQJ�FDELQHWV�DQG�VHUYHUV��
)URP� WKHP� ZLOO� ÀRZ� WKH� IRUELGGHQ�

documents, year after year, if properly 
managed. 

But how to locate them? 

I do a lecture on this but in essence. 
Go to a press conference chaired by Mr 
%LJ�	�1DVW\��'RQ¶W�GUHVV�DV�VPDUWO\�DV�
the press pack. Silk ties are a career 
NLOOHU��%H�D�NLOOHU��6WDQG�XS�DQG�DFFXVH�
0U� %LJ� RI� ZKDWHYHU� WDNHV� \RXU� IDQF\��
bribe-taking, paedophilia, the list is 
yours to write. 

You are sending a message to the 
HPSOR\HHV� ZKR�� LI� 0U� %LJ� LV� DV� ELJ� D�
bastard as you suspect, will be a sordid 
nightmare to work for, bullying the 
men and feeling up the women. Or the 
other way around, depending how they 
like it. You are signalling that you don’t 
give a f... for his big b..., you only turned 
XS� EHFDXVH� \RX¶UH� ORRNLQJ� IRU� D� ¿JKW�
and that you intend to render him into 
chopped liver. You are also making 
clear that you are not one of the 
time-serving beat reporters. You want 
KLV�VWD̆�WR�EHOLHYH�WKDW�\RXU�DPELWLRQ�LV�
to be a drunk driver in a loaded tank 
transporter, closing on his fragile Fer-
rari in a narrowing lane. 

If you’ve given a good performance 
WKH�GRFXPHQWV�VKRXOG�VWDUW�WR�ÀRZ��

If you can get his credit card bill you 
might appreciate his dilemmas arrang-
ing for his multiple girlfriends to be 
ERRNHG�RQ�VHSDUDWH�ÀLJKWV��:ULWH�LW�ORZ�
key and the guy is hung out to dry, a na-
tional joke with a wife closing the doors, 
bedroom and then front.
%OLVV��*HW�GUXQN��
Pause: when he is on his knees, be-

friend the poor sap, buy him a drink 
and he might tell you about the other 

'LG� JHW� PRUH� RQ� KRZ� (QJODQG�
swooned in front of the FIFA pirates 
who wanted cash for votes to give the 
2018 World Cup to us. We didn’t pay 
and Qatar and Russia got the events 
and you mustn’t read anything into that 
until you’ve talked to your lawyers. 

I never have a research strategy be-
cause, hell, every day’s a new day. 
Might get an email from an admirer in 
the bowels of the venal with a con-
science to clear or a back to be knifed. 
I’m their friend and there’s lots of them 
out there still being negotiated with. 
The more you achieve, the more you 
can persuade sources that you know all 
the tricks to conceal their identity.
�7,3�� 7KH� %ODFN� $UWV� JX\V� WHOO� PH�

WKH\� FDQ¶W� SHQHWUDWH� 6N\SH��%XW�ZDWFK�
out for the account details on your hard 
GLVN��(UDVH�GDLO\� LI�SRVVLEOH�EHFDXVH� LW�
can be hacked and your calls list 
discovered.) 

“All this was so joyful.  
Much of the sports press spat at 

me, their lazy ramblings now 
exposed. That was the old guard. 
A new generation listened and 
bought me drinks. What more 

can a reporter hope for?” 
 

“With a tiny handful of German 
and Swiss reporters I shared 
night shifts until dawn in bars  

for years, discussing ISL,  
the privatisation of sport,  

looking for a way in.  
Tunnelling perhaps?”
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bastards who turned their backs. He 
will have documents. Take pity, help 
KLP�XS��H[WUDFW�WKH�V\VWHP¶V�SDVVZRUG��

I think my tenacity has brought 
change in these major sports 
federations. 

First destroy their pompous image 
with rank disclosures of the gulf be-
tween their public and private morality. 
1H[W� PXVW� EH� NLFN�VWDUW� WKH� SROV� WR�
move in because these scamsters have 
no capacity - or interest - to reform 
themselves. Cause more trouble. It is 
the job description. 

Some journos say they cannot help 
the cops. It compromises their inde-
pendence. The truth is they probably 
can’t write notes while keeping up with 
most detectives’ ferocious alcohol in-
WDNH��)RU�WKRVH�RI�XV�ZKR�FDQ��¿OH�VKDU-
ing takes on a new meaning. 
/LWLJDWLRQ�� ,I� \RX� UHVHDUFK� DVVLGX-

ously and get the documents you will 
still get threats of rack and hot irons in 
FRXUW�� %XW� RQFH� ZLWK� WKH� GRFXPHQWV��
\RX�UHVSRQG�WR�WKH�EHDVWV�ZLWK�PL[WXUH�
RI� SKUDVHV� HQGLQJ� LQ� ³R̆´�� 7KH� ¿QHVW�
R̆VN\� ,� NQRZ� ZDV� WKH� IDPRXV� $UNHOO�
versus Pressdram response. It chilled a 
generation of would be bullyboys. 

I was successfully sued, once in the 
/DXVDQQH�FULPLQDO�FRXUW��7KH�ZHH�RQH�
went to court in the Capitale Olym-
pique and despite the photographic ev-
idence, persuaded the local judge to 
give me a 5-day suspended jail sentence 
and 1,000 Swiss Francs costs bill for 
writing that he was a fascist. 

I couldn’t believe my luck. A stun-
ning award that few others acquire. A 
criminal conviction means you have to 
EX\�PH�WKH�¿UVW�GULQN��

The hardest thing was giving up 
writing about a certain Russian crime 
IDPLO\�ERVV��%XW�,�GLG�EORFN�KLV�DGYDQFH�
into sports politics and he went back to 
KHURLQ�WUḊFNLQJ��,�KDYH�KDG�WR�XQGHU-
take some other projects, to keep the 
landlord content. 
%XW�WKH\�KDYH�HQGHG�XS�LQ�SODFHV�OLNH�

Chechnia, trying to see the local Mob’s 
point of view until there’s a reliable 
ÀLJKW� RXW� RI� *UR]Q\� EHIRUH� WKH� 5HG�
Army starts shelling. Silly thing is you 
JHW�WR�HDW�FDYLDU�E\�WKH�¿VWIXO��7KHLU�ELJ��
RIWHQ�XQZDVKHG�¿VWV��2QO\� MRNLQJ� IHOO-
ers, look, there’s poppies to harvest. 

Writing books, scripts, essays is the 
best fun of all. You’ve got the goodies, 
don’t squander them. First throw out 
the television, don’t read newspapers. 

If you inject c... use of language into 
your brain, out will come s... . 

Read good books, written by people 
cleverer than yourself. Something must 
stick. My favourite read is The New 
York Review of Books. Then Tom 
Wolfe’s The New Journalism from 
1974. It doesn’t get any better. The New 
Yorker is very well written and there 
are some brilliant story structures but I 
chafe at the Gucci adverts. These I don’t 
buy. I can connect with the writers but 
not too many readers. 

Then think structure. For years I had 
D�ELJ�VLJQ�RQ�P\�ṘFH�ZDOO�

What am I trying to say?

I would spend as long as it took try-
ing to get an intro that made me squirm 
with joy. It might be direct, it might 
KHUDOG�D�GHOD\HG�GURS��%XW�LW� IHOW�JRRG�
because it showed the way to a narra-
tive. The internal map engine. 
%ORZ�WH[W�XS�LQWR����SRLQW��6HQWHQFH�

by sentence, cut and paste into a new 
document. Test every word in every 
sentence. Cut the surplus. Clean and 
OHDQ��8QGHUVWDWH��1HYHU�PLVV�D�MRNH�EH-
cause they are not illegal, not with 
readers so f... most, but not all, copy ed-
itors. (I was one for a few years but I 
had to deliver what the suits wanted. 
*UHDW� H[SHULHQFH�� HQGOHVVO\� WU\LQJ� WR�
control language but good to move on 
from.) Write long pieces with kickstarts 
every 15-20 paragraphs. These take the 
narrative in a new direction. We are 
story tellers, no more, descendents of 
the wandering oral historian, chanting 
DQG� HQFKDQWLQJ� LQ� WKH� ¿UHOLJKW� DERXW�
long ago fought battles. 

The more time getting the structure 
right, the less time writing. 

And, when you can see the roadmap 
ahead, you can write with joy. You are 
not going to be roadkill. 
*RRG� VWRULHV� WDNH� R̆�� (YHQ� LI� WKH\�

ÀDUH�WKHQ�VHHP�WR�GLH��WKH\�ZLOO�KDYH�OLW�
XS�VRPH�SHRSOHV�OLYHV�VRPHZKHUH��%DG�
news for public morality, horrendous 
for football - and great news for hacks. 
The fetid swine are still there for pok-
ing, prodding and maybe eventually 
driving from public life. 

That’s what we are supposed to do.

Written in 2012, contribution to The Global 
Investigative Journalism Casebook (UNESCO 
Series on Journalism Education). Edited by 
Mark Lee Hunter. Licence CC BY-SA 3.0 IGO.

A journalist‘s life: 
A selection of book covers. 
(ANDREW JENNINGS ARCHIVE)

“I was successfully sued, 
once in the Lausanne criminal 

court. I couldn’t believe my luck. 
A stunning award 

that few others aquire.”

“Never miss a joke because they 
are not illegal, not with readers so 
f... most, but not all, copy editors.”

https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000217636
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000217636
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Thank you my friend AJ. It has been a pleasure. (Photo: PLAY THE GAME/THOMAS SØNDERGAARD)

by Jens Weinreich

AQGUHZ� -HQQLQJV� ZRXOG� OLNH� WKLV��
I’m sure. He wants us to laugh.

6R��$QGUHZ¶V�DOWHU�HJR�-XDQ�$QWRQLR�
Samaranch Sr. has had meticulous ac-
FRXQWV� NHSW� RI� KLV� ṘFLDO� DFWLYLWLHV� DV�
President of the International Olympic 
Committee. In 1997, the IOC even pub-
lished a statistics book on this by the 
Swedish sports historian and Sama-
UDQFK� IDQ� :ROI� /\EHUJ�� The seventh 
3UHVLGHQW�RI�WKH�,2&���IDFWV�DQG�¿JXUHV. 
It is one of my favourite books. It listed 
pretty much everything that mankind 
desperately wanted to know about the 
day-to-day business of Samaranch’s 
¿UVW����\HDUV�LQ�ṘFH�
+RZ� PDQ\� GD\V� 6DPDUDQFK� ÀHZ�

(2,116), the number of days he travelled 

��������� WKH� QXPEHU� RI� KRXUV� KH� ÀHZ�
(4,805), the number of Olympic medals 
distributed (679), the number of kilo-
metres travelled (3,480,280), the num-
ber of NOCs visited (193) and the heads 
of state, kings, queens, princes, emirs, 
sultans and premiers he shook hands 
ZLWK��������6RPH�RI�WKHP��/\EHUJ�REYL-
ously noted enthusiastically, Samaranch 
KDG�YLVLWHG�³IRXU�RU�HYHQ�VL[�WLPHV´�

Wow.
Why am I reminding you of this?
I nimbly counted the photos of Sa-

maranch printed in the IOC booklet: 
92. Of course, the IOC did not publish 
any photos showing Samaranch Sr. 
with his revered Caudillo and with his 
right arm outstretched.

In this magazine in honour of An-
GUHZ�-HQQLQJV��WKHUH�DUH�FXUUHQWO\���DW�

the time I am writing these lines - my 
editorial has yet to be illustrated, 29 
photos of Andrew. There may be a few 
more to come.

92-29, then, for Samaranch against 
-HQQLQJV��$�FRPPDQGLQJ�YLFWRU\�
%XW� LQVWHDG��DV�$QGUHZ�ZRXOG�KDYH�

ZDQWHG��\RX�ZLOO�¿QG�IRXU�SKRWRV�LQ�WKLV�
issue that show the Franquist Sama-
ranch as the IOC has never shown him. 
And that is how it should be.

As I said, Andrew would like this sta-
WLVWLF��%XW� \RX��GHDU� UHDGHU��PLJKW�DVN�
yourself: Damn, why does this Weinre-
LFK�VWDUW�KLV�WH[W�ZLWK�VXFK�D�VWXSLG�VWD-
tistic about pictures?
,�FDQ�R̆HU�\RX�DQ�DQVZHU�WR�WKDW��%H-

FDXVH�$QGUHZ�-HQQLQJV�ZDV�QRW�RQO\�D�
PDQ� RI� GRFXPHQWV�� DV� GHVFULEHG� ¿UVW�
and foremost and rightly by many au-

The most important investigative Olympic journalist has died in the year 
of the sporting rogue states, with mega events in China and Qatar. 

:H�KRQRXU�WKH�OHJDF\�RI�$QGUHZ�-HQQLQJV�E\�QRW�OHWWLQJ������JR�XQFKDOOHQJHG�

/HWµV�JHW�RQ�ZLWK�LW�
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thors of this magazine - Andrew was 
also a man of images.
%HVLGHV� WKH� PRWWR� get the docu-

ments!, I learned something else from 
$QGUHZ� WKDW�ZDV� H[WUHPHO\� LPSRUWDQW�
to him: we need colourful notes�

Without documents, Andrew would 
never have been able to achieve such a 
brilliant impact and shape generations 
RI� MRXUQDOLVWV�� %XW� QHLWKHU� ZRXOG� KH�
have done so without his colourful 
notes. Otherwise, he would never have 
been able to captivate his readers, lis-
teners and viewers. 
7KLV� DVSHFW� LV� RIWHQ� QHJOHFWHG�� %XW�

don’t be fooled, dear folks, this too was 
almost always cleverly calculated and 
part of his tireless work to get his im-
portant messages out. Drew Sulli-
van also describes Andrew’s passion 
for storytelling in this magazine.

Some focus too much on those mo-
PHQWV�ZKHQ�$QGUHZ�PLJKW�KDYH�H[DJ-
gerated his verbal attacks. Maybe. Al-
legedly. I was not always enthusiastic 
about it either and discussed it with 
him. No one knew more and more bru-
tal swear words than him.
%XW�KH�ZDV�ULJKW��$QGUHZ��DQG�WKRVH�

who worked closely with him over dec-
ades may have been wrong at times 
about whether billion-dollar sporting 
TV and marketing contracts (as we once 
published for the FIFA World Cup) 
were signed in green, red or blue ink.
%XW�WKDW¶V�DOO�
The truth, which was gradually 

brought to light, was always much 
worse.
-RXUQDOLVP�ZDV� D� FRQWDFW� VSRUW� IRU�

Andrew, as Lasana Liburd so beau-
tifully reminds us in this issue. 

It had to crack. Documents had to be 
delivered. Truths had to be named. 
Clear words were needed.

That was true then. It is true today, a 
IHZ�GD\V�DIWHU�$QGUHZ�-HQQLQJV¶�GHDWK�

There is too much appeasement, dis-
tortion and lying. This year in particu-
lar, real journalism is needed.

What would Andrew do?
Our friend Ezequiel Fernández 

Moores, another of the authors of this 
magazine, knows the answer and wrote 
it to me recently: Andrew would do re-
search on Qatar.

No one needs this so-called he-said-
she-said-journalism that supposedly 
gives all sides their say in a balanced 
way. What a sky-scraping nonsense. No 
one needs this whataboutism, this driv-

),9%��LQ�WKH�2&$��LQ�$12&��LQ�&21&$-
&$)�� LQ� &210(%2/� DQG�PDQ\� RWKHU�
federations and institutions.

Crimes are crimes are crimes.
Corruption and crime in world 

Olympic sport should not be trivialised 
with terms like good governance 
problems.

Tell it as it is.
Andrew would investigate and de-

mand that many more federations be 
investigated under the 5DFNHWHHU�,QÀX-
enced and Corrupt Organizations Act 
�5,&2��� DV� WKH\�ZHUH� LQ� WKH�'2-� WULDO�
DJDLQVW�ṘFLDOV�LQ�WKH�),)$�NLQJGRP�

That’s what Andrew would do. And 
he would let documents speak.
:LWKRXW� $QGUHZ� -HQQLQJV� DQG� WKH�

work of a few others - far too few we 
were - the spectacular FIFA proceed-
ings would never have happened. Read, 
IRU�H[DPSOH��WKH�FRQWULEXWLRQV�RI�Ste-
ven Berryman, Special Agent in the 
FULPLQDO� LQYHVWLJDWLRQV� LQ� WKH�86�� DQG�
IOC doyen Richard Pound. They are 
quite astonishing contributions.

The power of documents combined 
with the power of a good story, pep-
pered with wonderful episodes - the 
colourful notes - and unique images: 
James Oliver recalls at length in the 
LVVXH�WKH�VL[�OHJHQGDU\�Panorama�¿OPV�
ZLWK�$QGUHZ�-HQQLQJV��$QGUHZ�OHIW�EH-

el scattered by legions of propagandists 
about the so-called soft power of sport 
and the supposed blessings of me-
ga-events held in dictatorships - like 
the Winter Olympics in China in a few 
days’ time and the World Cup in Qatar 
from November to December.

This is not journalism.
The year 2022 is a year of disgrace 

for Olympic sport. The dictatorships 
China and Qatar are powerful rogue 
sport states that have never created an-
ything good for world sport at any time. 
I call it Olympic state corruption. 
%RXJKW� YRWHV�� ERXJKW� IHGHUDWLRQV��
ERXJKW�ṘFLDOV��ERXJKW�HYHQWV��ERXJKW�
propagandists, bought secret service 
agents to cover traces of corruption, 
bought politicians, bought institutions, 
bought scientists, bought NGOs, 
bought athletes, you all know stories 
about it. Forget something?

Oh yes, bought journalists.
Qatar and China are cancers on the 

Olympic movement. That’s what An-
GUHZ�-HQQLQJV�ZRXOG�VD\�

Corruption is corruption is corrup-
tion. Sports crime is sports crime is 
sports crime …

… whether in the IOC, in FIFA, in the 
former IAAF (now World Athletics), in 
WKH� IRUPHU�$,%$� �PRUH� UHFHQWO\� ,%$���
ZKHWKHU�LQ�WKH�,%8��LQ�WKH�,:)��LQ�WKH�

It‘s not a great picture, I‘m not a photographer. But it is a document. Perhaps it‘s the only photo, 
at least one of very few, that shows Andrew Jennings with an IOC president. With Jacques Rogge 

at the FIFA Congress 2004 at Carrousel du Louvre, Paris. Andrew was banned by FIFA. So, he 
LEH�LMW�SJ½GI�EX�XLI�IRXVERGI��EW�MX�LETTIRIH�QER]�XMQIW��%X�XLI�3P]QTMG�'SRKVIWW��������EPWS�
in Paris, in La Defense - when he was banned by the IOC, he sat at the entrance in a café and 

we brought him stacks of speeches and Congress documents. (Photo: JENS WEINREICH)
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hind not only revelations and lessons, 
but also images that have been imprint-
ed on many people’s minds: 

Columbo Andrew in a raincoat, out 
DQG�DERXW�IRU�WKH�%%&�RQ�D�PLVVLRQ�RI�
enlightenment.

In the 1990s, when we started our 
work together, we still had to take prop-
er notes, that is, write everything down, 
with a sheet of paper and a pen. One can 
tell the younger generation about it, 
even if they don’t know what to do with 
these terms from the Stone Age. Then 
WKHUH� ZHUH� ID[� PDFKLQHV� DQG� ÀRSS\�
GLVNV�� VRPHWLPHV� SHRSOH� VHQW� ÀRSS\�
disks by post from country to country - 
as we did. Andrew, like me, had an email 
address from Compuserve since 1993 or 
1994. Compuserve had what was called 
an Executive News Service� �(16���
which cost us several hundred pounds 
and Deutschmarks most months, but 
ZKLFK�LQFOXGHG�WKH�R̆HULQJV�RI�WKH�5HX-
WHUV�� $3�� $)3� DQG� 83,� QHZV� DJHQFLHV�
and some early press archives.

That’s how it began.
$QGUHZ�ZDV�RQH�RI�WKH�¿UVW�SHRSOH�,�

know who used scanners professional-
ly. He also scanned his written notes. In 
the digital age, sometime after the turn 
of the millennium, we moved to photo-
graphing everything: Not just docu-
ments that informants sometimes 
VKRZHG�XV�RQO\�EULHÀ\��EXW�DOO�VRUWV�RI�
things. The digital camera had partially 
replaced the physical notes. And the 
snapshots of destinations, locations 
and people were literally colourful.

Colourful means much more. It was 
from 2002 at the latest, when I had 
started a TV documentary on Sepp 
%ODWWHU� DQG� ),)$�� WKDW� ,� FKDQJHG� P\�
tactics, in close consultation with An-
GUHZ��,�VRXJKW�SUR[LPLW\�DW�WLPHV��<RX�
have to do that on TV anyway, other-
ZLVH� WKHUH� DUH� QR� SLFWXUHV�� %XW� ,� DOVR�
did it for a few years for my blog and 
thus for my actual work, also for my 
journalistic partners. I partly played 
the good guy, at least compared to An-
drew. That brought the one or other in-
sight and now and then accesses that 
enabled us to supplement documents 
with more and more background 
knowledge and observations. 

It was always about sharpening the 
overall picture.

Colourful notes�� IRU� H[DPSOH�� IURP�
0RKDPPHG� %LQ� +DPPDP¶V� HVWDWH� LQ�
Doha in October 2003, when I was al-
ORZHG�WR�GLQH�ZLWK�0%+�DQG�),)$�Ṙ-

FLDOV�LQ�WKH�QH[W�URRP�DV�%ODWWHU��*URQ-
GRQD�� 7HL[HLUD�� %HFNHQEDXHU�� 3ODWLQL�
and all the comrades dined behind 
closed, mirrored golden doors. There 
were many such rare moments, in the 
IOC, in FIFA, in some Olympic world 
IHGHUDWLRQV��,�VDW�RQ�WKH�FRXFK�ZLWK�H[-
ecutive members and tasted their 
wives’ freshly baked Christmas bis-
cuits; I spent all-nighters drinking with 
IOC members; I met with prominent 
ÀRSS\�KDW�LQYHVWLJDWRUV�LQ�:DVKLQJWRQ�
and other destinations; so many unfor-
gettable things happened, little of 
which I have yet published.

And always it was in close coopera-
WLRQ� ZLWK� $-�� ZLWK� ZKRP� ,� DOVR� PHW�
&KULVWRSKHU�6WHHOH�LQ�/RQGRQ�LQ�-DQX-
ary 2011, a few days after the shameful 
and totally criminal FIFA decisions to 
host the World Cups in Russia and Qa-
tar, that former MI6 agent who was in-
vestigating the World Cup award to 
Russia and who years later was to make 
headlines around the world with his 
dossier on Donald Trump.

this institution and this series of con-
ferences. Play the Game’s motto in the 
early years was “Home for the homeless 
questions in sport.”
0\�IULHQG�-HQV�KDV�RIWHQ�VDLG��7KHVH�

questions have become mainstream 
and can no longer be ignored. I say this 
without wanting to glorify Play the 
Game, but it is to its historical credit. 
Whether Play the Game can continue 
this tradition remains to be seen.
-HQV�6HMHU�$QGHUVHQ�ZDV�DOVR� OLNH�D�

spider in the web. Andrew stood for the 
UHDOO\� KDUG� MRXUQDOLVP�� -HQV� ZDV� DQ�
enormously important link to South 
America, to the academic world (if An-
drew hadn’t already made contacts 
there himself, we can read about that in 
the magazine) to national and interna-
tional sports federations - and at some 
point also to politics. Apart from a few 
lobbyists, some of whom are paid by 
Qatar, I know of no other person like 
-HQV�6HMHU�$QGHUVHQ��HVSHFLDOO\�QR�WUXO\�
sincere person with such great merits, 
who has been and is active in so many 
international political commissions 
and working groups - and has lobbied 
tirelessly for decades for transparency 
DQG�WKH�¿JKW�DJDLQVW�FRUUXSWLRQ�FULPH�
$QGUHZ�ZDV�RQH�RI�WKH�¿UVW�WR�XQGHU-

stand the potential of Play the Game 
DQG�-HQV¶�LGHD��DQG�WR�FRQVLVWHQWO\�XVH�
it in his work. I have given presenta-
tions at all conferences since 2000 and 
have worked on programme commit-
tees for about 17 years as a volunteer. 
This is something I have said perhaps 
hundreds of times in the Play the Game 
network and also when I have organ-
ized a similar conference in Germany in 
February 2008: “Put your information 
on the table, share it with us, and it will 
be worth it for all of us. You will be re-
warded. You will receive much more 
than you are capable of giving.”

That has become second nature to 
me. And I think also this put it on the 
table, join the party, you will be re-
warded I learned from Andrew.

You will be rewarded doesn’t mean 
money. It means journalistic educa-
tion. It means information. It means 
support. It means friendship. It means 
D� IUXLWIXO� H[FKDQJH�� ,W� PHDQV� KHOS�� ,W�
means encouragement. Ask Bob 
Munro, Laura Robinson, Declan 
Hill and other authors of this booklet.

Deep friendships have developed in 
this network. You may read a lot about 
them in this booklet. In some cases it 

“Join the party! Put your  
information on the table, share it 

with us, and it will be worth it 
for all of us. You will be rewarded. 
You will receive much more than 

you are capable of giving.”

Now imagine this: Andrew had many 
friends like me. (And I don’t mean the 
PDQ\� VR�FDOOHG� ),)$� H[SHUWV�� VWDUWLQJ�
in 2015, after the wave of arrests and 
'2-� LQGLFWPHQWV�� VXGGHQO\� PXVK-
roomed in all sorts of media outlets - 
when it was en vogue to cover the FIFA 
criminal system). In the beginning 
there were half a dozen of us - world-
wide - who did it seriously for years. 
There were more and more. Sometimes 
we didn’t even know each other person-
ally. It was enough for Andrew to say: 
You can trust him or her.

That was the access code.
Andrew’s judgement.
$QGUHZ� -HQQLQJV� ZDV�� LQ� WKH� EHVW�

sense of the word, a spider in the ev-
er-widening research network. In the 
end, no setback could really stop him or 
us. A very crucial addition to these 
journalistic ambitions was the initiative 
of Jens Sejer Andersen, who creat-
ed a very unique platform with Play the 
Game and everything that embodied 

http://PlaytheGame.org
http://PlaytheGame.org
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has helped that people have not been 
broken by the brutal injustices they 
have faced. I would like to mention my 
friend and our friend Bonita Mersi-
ades�� D� ¿JKWHU� ZLWK� D� OLRQ¶V� KHDUW�� D�
whistleblower whose book Whatever It 
Takes: The Inside Story of the FIFA 
Way is by far one of the best books ever 
written about FIFA worldwide. Of 
FRXUVH�� %RQLWD� KDV� VHOÀHVVO\� ZRUNHG�
with me on this magazine for two and a 
half weeks since Andrew’s death. She 
UHDG� DQG� HGLWHG� DOO� WKH� WH[WV� DQG�� WR-
gether with Mathew D. Rose, proof-
read everything again.

Some authors write that Andrew 
-HQQLQJV�VHOÀHVVO\�VKDUHG�DOO�WKH�LQIRU-
mation. I don’t want to devalue any-
thing, I just want to clarify things and 
come back to the network idea.
:H�DOPRVW�DOO�ZRUN�LQ�GL̆HUHQW�PDU-

kets. The internet and the instant avail-
ability of stories around the world have 
QRW�FKDQJHG�WKDW�LQ�DQ\�VLJQL¿FDQW�ZD\��
In the genesis of this network, coined 
by Andrew, when the internet was just 
EHLQJ�ERUQ���WKH�,2&�FULVLV�LQ�����������
ZDV�WKHQ�WKH�¿UVW�PDMRU�FULVLV�VSXUUHG�
on by the advent of the internet and the 
easier sharing of information - there 
was almost no competition between us. 
:KDW�$QGUHZ�SXEOLVKHG�LQ�%ULWLVK�PH-
dia, what Frank Brandås published 
in Norway or Thomas Kistner in the 
Süddeutsche Zeitung and I published 
in the Berliner Zeitung at that time, 
KDG� DQ� H[FOXVLYLW\� LQ� HYHU\� PDUNHW��
Only Kistner and Weinreich got in each 
other’s way a bit and had to come to a 
FOHYHU� DUUDQJHPHQW�� %XW� RWKHUZLVH�ZH�
ZHUH� DEOH� WR� H[FKDQJH� LQIRUPDWLRQ�
freely across national borders.

Of course, Andrew never immediate-
ly shared all documents with everyone. 
1RQH� RI� XV� GLG�� %XW� KH� GHYHORSHG� D�
mastery of making his documents and 
stories immediately available for publi-
cation to many friends and colleagues. 
That increased the impact.
$QG�HYHU\RQH�EHQH¿WHG�
-RLQ� WKH� SDUW\�� <RX� ZLOO� EH�

rewarded.
I remember several trips I made for 

$-�WR�6ZLW]HUODQG��WR�/DXVDQQH�DQG�=X-
ULFK�DQG�%HUQ��WR�PHHW�LQIRUPDQWV�DQG�
receive documents at night, and yes, 
actually also in garages and car parks. 
2̆�KRPH��LQWR�WKH�VFDQQHU���DQG�R̆�WR�
Andrew. It was the same on many trips 
on all continents. Antigua comes to 
PLQG�� ¿OPLQJ� LQ� HDUO\� ������ LW� ZDV�

about a basically criminal buddy of 
-DFN�$XVWLQ�:DUQHU��ZKR�QHYHUWKHOHVV�
later became a minister and NOC pres-
ident, Paul Chet Greene. There, too, I 
got a stack of documents from the in-
surgents in the football federation, in-
cluding World Cup tickets that Greene 
and Warner were unable to sell on the 
EODFN�PDUNHW��2̆�KRPH��LQWR�WKH�VFDQ-
QHU���DQG�R̆�WR�$QGUHZ�

Over the years, of course, it became 
quicker and less complicated.

I also remember the spring of 2001 
when Andrew came to me in Wandlitz 
and we spent two or three days and 
nights discussing and scanning and 
FRS\LQJ�¿OHV�DQG�SDSHUV��7KHQ�KH�ZHQW�
on to Munich to Thomas Kistner for the 
QH[W�VHVVLRQV��³Comrade�´�$-�KDG�ZULW-
ten a few days earlier, “I want you to 
JLYH� PH� OHVVRQV� RQ� ),)$� DQG� ,6/�´�
Thomas and I had a hundredweight of 
H[SORVLYH� GRFXPHQWV� H[FOXVLYH� WR� WKH�
world at the time. It was an honour, it 
ZDV�H[WUHPHO\�LPSRUWDQW�WR�PH�WR�JLYH�
something back to Andrew at that time 
for all the knowledge, for the friendship 
and inspiration he had given me.

Again, Andrew tutored so many col-
leagues and friends like no one else. He 
was the focal point and the eternal con-
stant in this network, even in the years 
when he had not worked in the IOC 
¿HOG� IRU�D� ORQJ� WLPH��ZKHQ� ,� IHOW�TXLWH�
lonely at many IOC meetings, some-
times even as the only journalist on site 
working in his tradition.

So one thing is the documents, with 
the culmination of many years, which 
-DPHV�2OLYHU�GHVFULEHV� LQ�GHWDLO� LQ�KLV�
ZRQGHUIXO�DUWLFOH��:KHQ�$-�¿QDOO\�KDG�
WKH� FRPSOHWH� ,6/� EULEHU\� OLVW� LQ� KLV�
hand. It was the reward for hard work.

How the years-long revelations in 
the industry went down, which Andrew 
described and partly stirred up, is out-
lined by two insiders - Dominik 
Schmid and Alex Phillips - from 
the other side in their contributions, 
ZKLFK� ,� DP� H[WUHPHO\� SOHDVHG� DERXW�
and which also make this issue a special 
one. You have rarely or perhaps never 
read anything like this before: 

Dominik Schmid worked for many 
\HDUV� IRU� ,6/�� IRU� .LUFK6SRUW� DQG� ,Q-
front very closely with FIFA, IOC and 
RWKHUV��$OH[�3KLOOLSV�ZDV�DW�8()$�IRU�D�
long time and is now the FIFA adminis-
trator responsible for the World Foot-
ball Remission Fund�� FXUUHQWO\� ¿OOHG�
with 201 million dollars, i.e. the fund 
WKDW�ZRXOG�KDUGO\�KDYH�H[LVWHG�ZLWKRXW�
Andrew’s revelations.

One of my favourite passages from 
DOO� WKH� EULOOLDQW� WH[WV� ,�ZDV� DOORZHG� WR�
HGLW�FRPHV�IURP�$OH[�

“As soon as his book FOUL! came 
out, I ordered it. The hardback arrived 
and sat on my desk at work.  One of the 
VHQLRU�8()$�ODZ\HUV�VDZ�LW�DQG�LPPH-
diately asked to borrow it - never to be 
returned, in true sports governance tra-
GLWLRQ��(YHU\RQH�ZDQWHG�WR�NQRZ��ZKDW�
he had uncovered this time around?”

Another snapshot, no more. But funny for all gourmets of sport politics. Tunis 2004, Andrew and 
SRI�SJ�XLI�QSWX�GSVVYTX�SJ½GMEPW�SZIV�HIGEHIW��EPWS�I\XVIQIP]�MR¾YIRXMEP��.IER�'PEYHI�+ERKE�
JVSQ�'SRKS��+ERKE�[EW�FERRIH�JVSQ�XLI�-3'�MR������JSV�GSVVYTXMSR���SOE]��XLI�-3'�HMHR³X�GEPP�
it what it was, corruption, they just called it misconduct - but he remained active in CAF and 
SXLIV�%JVMGER�WTSVXW�JIHIVEXMSRW�JSV�QER]�]IEVW��+ERKE�HMIH�MR��������4LSXS��JENS WEINREICH)
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Everyone wanted to know.
You don’t earn this honour by parrot-

ing press releases or publishing mean-
LQJOHVV�DQVZHUV�IURP�SUHVV�ṘFHV�

Everyone wanted to know.
In other words:
It is not about publishing what the 

SRZHUIXO�� WKH� LQÀXHQWLDO�� WKH�FURRNV�«�
want the media to publish. It’s about 
publishing what they don’t want to be 
SXEOLVKHG�� ,I� WKDW� LV� FRPELQHG� ZLWK�
GHHS�NQRZOHGJH�DQG�¿UVW�FODVV�DQDO\VLV�
- all the better. That is journalism.
(QG�RI�GLVFXVVLRQ�
/HW�PH�UHWXUQ�WR�WKH�colourful notes, 

that important addition to Andrew’s 
work. It is therefore no coincidence, but 
RQO\�ORJLFDO��WKDW�\RX�ZLOO�¿QG�LQ�WKLV�LV-
sue some photos (not only by me, but 
also a legendary picture by Frank 
%UDQGVnV��WKDW�ZH�KDYH�VKRZQ�DW�PDQ\�
SUHVHQWDWLRQV� DQG� OHFWXUHV�� -RVHSK�
%ODWWHU�ZLWK�'RQ�-XOLR�*URQGRQD��-DFN�
WKH�5LSSHU��&KXFN�%OD]HU�ZLWK�5LFDUGR�
7ULFN\�5LFN\�7HL[HLUD� �� DQG�VRPH�RWK-
HUV��7KH�SRZHU�RI�LPDJHV��WKH�H̆HFW�RI�
colourful notes, not only for the purely 
journalistic, very personal process of 
processing and remembering, but also 
for the production of the various prod-
ucts, whether newspaper articles, 
ERRNV��UDGLR�UHSRUWV��RQOLQH�WH[WV�RU�WHO-
evision documentaries. Andrew con-
sidered this more carefully than anyone 
else in investigative journalism that I 
know. That was fascinating.

I got to do Andrew’s dress rehearsals 
for presentations for many years, not 
just at Play the Game, but on other oc-
casions. He was a meticulous worker. 
He came to every appointment, every 
conference with a perfectly prepared 
PDQXVFULSW��(YHU\WKLQJ�LQ�LW�ZDV�WLPHG�
to the minute, almost to the second. 
Many jokes and captivating elements 
were precisely worked out in the manu-
scripts - some were added live and 
spontaneously. For someone like me, 
who rarely met a deadline and who 
usually worked out his presentations in 
a desperate last night shift even at con-
ferences, it was always a mystery how 
someone could be so professionally 
consistent. It was always an honour for 
me when Andrew sent me his presenta-
tions in advance or handed them over 
on a stick on site. “Comrade�´�� WKHUH�
wasn’t much more to say. I then edited 
his presentations as necessary, techni-
cally spruced up the documents and 
pictures, and added photos that we had 

talked about and that amused us, that 
we knew would make an impact.

I would even go so far as to say that 
these snapshots were an important part 
of our kind of journalism. Often you 
only have one chance - and you have to 
take it. I could probably give them a 
KXQGUHG�H[DPSOHV�RI�WKLV�DQG�EDFN�LW�DOO�
up with photos, often very bad and 
blurry photos (but that didn’t matter 
because often the camera wasn’t al-
lowed to be seen) that Andrew and I 
were downright happy with them.

These snapshots sometimes became 
documents themselves because they 
could prove something. To get these pic-
tures, I deliberately made an ass of my-
self. Some people, including journalists, 
have asked, what does this guy want all 
the time with the camera, is this still 
journalism, isn’t this unserious?
,�MXVW�UHSO\��OLNH�$-��colourful notes.
And I say, like him: have fun.

taken away like a criminal and been 
told to delete the memory cards.
7KHVH� DUH� DOO� H[DPSOHV� OLQNHG� WR�

many episodes, small photo docu-
ments, tiny pieces of the big puzzle we 
have been working on for decades, each 
in his own time, some long out of this 
EXVLQHVV�� $QGUHZ�� )UDQN� %UDQGVnV��
Thomas Kistner, Alan Tomlinson 
and John Sugden��-DPHV�2OLYHU��/D-
VDQD� /LEXUG�� RXU� JUHDW� FRPSDxHURV�
IURP�6RXWK�$PHULFD�(]HTXLHO�)HUQiQ-
dez Moores, Juca Kfouri and Lúcio 
Castro, to name but a few, and many 
more. They all tell their small and big 
stories in this magazine. It was a privi-
OHJH�DQG�OX[XU\�WR�ZRUN�ZLWK�WKHP�

Of course, they all have much more 
to tell about the many years of jinvesti-
gations and collaboration. And believe 
me, there are hundreds of other jour-
nalists, whistleblowers, informants, 
friends and companions also from the 
sports business, sometimes even from 
academia, who could tell similar sto-
ries. This magazine does not claim to be 
H[KDXVWLYH��$QG�\HW�,�EHOLHYH�WKDW�WKHVH�
WH[WV�E\�53 authors from 17 coun-
tries have created a wonderful, unique 
document of sport politics history.

Anyone who wants to even begin to 
understand the past 30 years since the 
publication of The Lords of the Rings, 
this revolution in investigative sports 
SROLWLFV� UHSRUWLQJ� DQG� WKH� VLJQL¿FDQFH�
RI�$QGUHZ�-HQQLQJV�VKRXOG�UHDG�WKHVH�
WH[WV�FDUHIXOO\��0RUH�WKDQ����SLHFHV�RI�
WKH�SX]]OH�¿W� WRJHWKHU� WR� IRUP�D� JUHDW�
whole. If one reads The Lords of the 
Rings again today, with the additional 
knowledge of 30 years, one notices that 
it is not, of course, a book of massive 
revalations. It couldn’t have been any-
thing else. It was the beginning. It was 
revolutionary in this industry. Nothing 
more, nothing less. It was also a revolu-
tion in how the public in democratic 
nations judge the sport multinationals.

With The Lords of the Rings re-
VHDUFK� ZDV� HVWDEOLVKHG� LQ� WKH� ¿HOG� RI�
sport politics. Many journalists still 
misunderstand research today - and 
EHOLHYH�WKDW�LW�LV�UHVHDUFK�WR�¿QG�D�WHOH-
phone number or an email address; or 
that it is research to obtain information 
IURP� WKH� SUHVV� ṘFHV� RI� WKH� ,2&� DQG�
FIFA in order to disseminate their fab-
ULFDWHG� SURSDJDQGD� SRVWXODWHV� XQ¿O-
tered. In the past, this was called col-
lecting material. Today, collecting 
material is called googling.

“It is not about publishing what 
XLI�TS[IVJYP��XLI�MR¾YIRXMEP��XLI�
crooks … want the media to 

publish. It is not about what they 
say. It’s only about publishing 
what they don’t want us to 

publish! If that is combined with 
HIIT�ORS[PIHKI�ERH�½VWX�GPEWW�

analysis - all the better. 
That is journalism.”

:KDW�� WKH� EULEH�SD\HU� -HDQ�0DULH�
:HEHU� �,6/� VXSUHPR�� ZDV� SXOOLQJ�
strings in the IOC hotel before the 
choice of the 2016 Olympic city for Rio 
GH�-DQHLUR"��:H�KDYH�WKH�SKRWR�RI�:H-
ber and Havelange on site).
:KDW�� -HDQ�0DULH�:HEHU� PHW� ZLWK�

%ODWWHU"��3KRWRV�DYDLODEOH��
:KDW�� -HDQ�0DULH� :HEHU� JRHV� LQ�

and out of the IOC headquarters, even 
WKRXJK�WKH�WKHQ�,2&�3UHVLGHQW�-DFTXHV�
5RJJH�VXSSRVHGO\�ZDQWHG�WR�¿JKW�FRU-
ruption? (Photos available.)
3KRWRV�RI�%ODWWHU�DQG�KLV�GLVUHSXWD-

ble advisor Peter Hargitay, preferably 
DOVR� ZLWK� 0RKDPHG� %LQ� +DPPDP"�
(Photos available.)
6RPH�RI�WKHVH�SKRWRV��ZKLFK�¿UVW�DS-

peared on our websites, were stolen by 
many media over the years and pub-
lished hundreds of times.

At some point, I was banned from 
taking photos in the immediate vicinity 
of FIFA and the IOC. Sometimes I was 



Sport & politicS, No. 3, JaNuary 2022 16

Jens Weinreich Editorial riP AndreW Jennings

Research, however, begins at the 
moment when one compiles and pub-
lishes information that others do not 
want published. Whether IOC mem-
bers, FIFA presidents, managers of 
sports marketing agencies, politicians, 
sheikhs and emirs or world federation 
presidents. Sometimes, that is perhaps 
the high art, often also connected with 
luck, but in any case with knowledge, 
courage and perseverance, as lived by 
$QGUHZ�-HQQLQJV�� \RX�FDQ� WKHQ�FDOO� LW�
investigative journalism.

I am absolutely happy about every 
author in this issue, about every line, 
every contribution, regardless of length 
or depth. I have already mentioned 
some of them, but I would like to men-
tion a few others without in any way 
GLPLQLVKLQJ�RWKHU�WH[WV�

First and foremost: Vyv Simson. 
Vyv is one of the few, perhaps the only 
writer in this magazine I have never 
met in person. Shame. Vyv has made 
sports journalism history as co-author 
of The Lords of the Rings. He describes 
the beginnings of journalism by and 
with Andrew: “How it all began”.

Notice something: I wrote “sports 
journalism”. It will have been the only 
WLPH��%HFDXVH�,�GRQ¶W�WKLQN�$QGUHZ��DO-
though many highly regarded writers 
write that too, was a sports journalist. 
No. Absolutely not. And it also has to 
do with Andrew and the tough battles 
in our own industry (with so-called col-
leagues, with bosses in our own media, 
with the many sports propagandists 
disguised as journalists) that we had to 
¿JKW��HVSHFLDOO\�LQ�WKH�HDUO\�\HDUV��WKDW�,�
at times completely rejected the term 
sports journalist and sometimes even 
considered it a swear word. In the 
PHDQWLPH��,�DP�TXLWH�LQGL̆HUHQW�WR�LW��
even though I would like to clarify once 
more at this point: What Andrew stands 
for, what Thomas Kistner and I tried to 
do in the 1990s in the tradition of An-
drew and Vyv in our books on the IOC 
(1996, 2000) and FIFA (1998), was 
from the very beginning enlightening 
SROLWLFDO� MRXUQDOLVP� �� LQ� WKH� ¿HOG� RI�
sport, national and international sports 
politics, at the interfaces of economics 
and politics with the sports business. 
Meanwhile I call it Olympic education 
in the subline of my magazine project.
%\� WKH�ZD\��7KH� ORQJ�WLPH� ,2&�'L-

rector General François Carrard - the 
JUH\�HPLQHQFH�LQ�ZRUOG�VSRUW��H[WUHPH-
O\�LQÀXHQWLDO�XQWLO�WKH�ODVW�GD\�DV�DQ�DG-

visor to numerous federations and 
sports crooks - died one day after An-
drew. On the website of the Interna-
tional Sports Press Association (AIPS) 
there was a short obituary for Andrew 
-HQQLQJV��DQG�DQ�DEVROXWHO\�HQWKXVLDV-
tic one for Carrard. If you compare the 
two obituaries, you can see what be-
longs together. Not Andrew but the 
SRZHUIXO�ṘFLDO��ZKR�WDNHV�D�WKRXVDQG�
secrets to his grave, was described by 
the AIPS president as a friend and a 
brother. “He believed in us and became 
one of us. Words are not enough to re-
member him, we will have to do it with 
facts because he will continue to be one 
of us.” That says everything about so-
called sports journalism.

Any of the authors of this magazine, 
from any country, could write their own 
book on the resistance in their own in-
GXVWU\��%HOLHYH�PH��Jan Jensen only 
PHQWLRQV� LW� EULHÀ\�� /~FLR� &DVWUR� DQG�
Jean François Tanda also, Hajo 
Seppelt and Grit Hartmann don’t 
JR�LQWR�LW��EXW�WKH\�KDYH�H[SHULHQFHG�LW��
It is an important part of the truth. It 
was and is quite crucial for most friends 
and colleagues - they all wouldn’t be 
what they are and wouldn’t do this kind 
of journalism, and probably would nev-
er have been able to make the revela-
tions they are known for, had they not 
KDG�WR�¿JKW�DQG�VXUYLYH�WKHVH�EDWWOHV�

The opposition has never gone away. 
It is a perpetual cycle. There are now 
some lighthouse projects in journalism, 
international award-winning investiga-
WLRQV��;<=�Leaks), which are all enor-
mously important; but there is hardly 
any investigative journalism in the day-
to-day business. At least not in the day-
to-day business of sport politics. Hard-
ly any media outlet wants to pay for it. 
That is also why PR and propaganda 
still dominate. Meanwhile, the main 
PHULW� RI� $-� DQG� 9\Y� DQG� WKH� JHQHUD-
WLRQV� LQÀXHQFHG� E\� The Lords of the 
Rings is that it is hardly possible for the 
sports multinationals, whether they are 
called IOC or FIFA, to reach people in 
enlightened societies with propaganda.
)RU� WKH�PRVW� SDUW�� LW� IDOOV� ÀDW�� 7KH�

reputation that global corporations like 
FIFA and the IOC have - that is, the 
reputation of being mentioned in the 
VDPH�EUHDWK�DV�WKH�PD¿D��RQO\�QRW�\HW�
KDYLQJ�EHHQ�FODVVL¿HG�DV�5,&2�RUJDQL-
sations unter the 5DFNHWHHU�,QÀXHQFHG�
and Corrupt Organizations Act - they 
have earned themselves with their 
manifold semi-criminal and criminal 
R̆HQFHV��7KHVH�R̆HQFHV��KRZHYHU��KDYH�
been brought to light by journalists.

The many investigation commis-
sions that sports organisations (IAAF, 
,2&��,:)��$,%$�HW��DO��KDYH�KDG�WR�VHW�
up in recent years are solely a result of 

Snapshots, AJ also did it. A day of satisfaction: In the courtroom of the ISL corruption trial in Zug 
in March 2008. Shortly afterwards, the presiding judge, with a smile on his face towards the 
NSYVREPMWXW�MR�XLI�GSYVXVSSQ��HIGPEVIH�XLEX�FIX[IIR������ERH�������WSQI�',*�����QMPPMSR�MR�
FVMFIW�LEH�FIIR�TEMH�XS�WIRMSV�WTSVXW�SJ½GMEPW���MR�XLI�-3'��*-*%�ERH�SXLIV�JIHIVEXMSRW��8[S�]IEVW�
PEXIV��%.�TYFPMWLIH�HIXEMPW�JVSQ�XLI�PMWX��I\GPYWMZIP]�MR�4ERSVEQE��8S�XLI�I\EGX�����QMPPMSR�EVI�
EHHIH�EX�PIEWX�XLI�EQSYRXW�JVSQ�XLI�����W�ERH�XLI�]IEV��������4LSXS��JENS WEINREICH)
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-HQQLQJV¶� MRXUQDOLVWLF�JHQHUDWLRQ��7KLV�
generation has generated millions in 
revenue for legions of lawyers. These 
commissions of enquiry, whether by 
0F/DUHQ�RU�RWKHUV��DOVR�FRVW�PLOOLRQV��$�
whole so-called good governance in-
dustry, in large part lies and deception, 
is based on the work of journalists.
7KDW�LV�$-¶V�OHJDF\�
That will remain.
The other part of it, and this is some-

thing many colleagues can talk about, is 
what Clare Sambrook has written re-
cently as a response to the obituary in 
The Times: “Your cracking obituary for 
P\� SDUWQHU� $QGUHZ� -HQQLQJV� LV� R �̆
beam in one respect. Andrew didn’t 
own a farm. We worked and lived with 
our young children in a rented farm-
house. Our landlord (Inglewood Prop-
erties) forced us out of it in the weeks 
after Andrew’s stroke. Andrew’s stellar 
reporting did not make him rich. Pre-
carity came with the job.”

Another important point is this: An-
drew’s work, and that of many other 
colleagues, was never and is never His-
tory Channel, as was once blasphemed 
E\� (QJOLVK� :RUOG� &XS� ELGGHUV� DQG�
MRXUQDOLVWV�IURP�WKH�8.�

What idiots.
Andrew’s work has had and contin-

ues to have tremendous impact.
7KHUH�DUH�VHYHUDO�OHDGLQJ�ṘFLDOV�LQ�

world sport who have told me so or 
similarly over the years.
-RVHSK�%ODWWHU�ZDV�RQH�RI�WKH�¿UVW�
,W�ZDV�LQ�-XQH������LQ�/HLS]LJ��,�KDG�

been waiting for Sepp in the hotel lobby 
DIWHU� D� %UD]LO� JDPH� DW� WKH� &RQIHGHUD-
tions Cup. When he arrived, along with 
his entourage, he had the option of 
KHDGLQJ� VWUDLJKW� IRU� -RmR� +DYHODQJH��
who was discussing with his people in 
the middle of the lobby, or for that one 
annoying journalist. Sepp came to me 
and got himself invited on a pub crawl. 
We ended up in a bar on Gottsched-
straße at some point. Sepp was recog-
nised a few times, but some people also 
mistook him for a pseudo-star from a 
German soap opera (no lie). At some 
point that evening, he put on his typical 
6HSS�%ODWWHU�ORRN�DQG�VDLG��PHDQLQJIXO-
ly, “It’s crazy, whatever I did, how many 
PR people I employed and hired and 
¿UHG�� ,� FRXOG�QHYHU�JHW� ULG�RI� \RX�DQG�
\RXU�IULHQGV�DURXQG�WKLV�-HQQLQJV�´

He tried everything, including bans 
and lawsuits, but journalism was 
stronger. Simple as that.

%ODWWHU� NQHZ� H[DFWO\� WKDW� KH� RZHG�
this disastrous image that FIFA already 
had at that time to the revelations of 
very few journalists.

Funnily enough, in February 2006, 
WKH� ),)$� &RPPLWWHH� IRU� (WKLFV� DQG�
Fairplay at the time, which included 
0RKDPPHG� %LQ� +DPPDP�� ṘFLDOO\�
declared me persona non grata. An-
drew, who had already been persona 
non grata for several years, naturally 
got hold of the minutes. I then con-
IURQWHG� %ODWWHU� DERXW� LW� GXULQJ� WKH�
World Cup in Germany. I was immedi-
DWHO\� LQYLWHG� WR� EUHDNIDVW� WKH� QH[W�
PRUQLQJ��6R�,�VDW�DW�6HSS¶V�FR̆HH�WDEOH�
LQ�WKH�,QWHUFRQWLQHQWDO�+RWHO� LQ�%HUOLQ�
and wanted to know what had become 
of the unanimous decision of the ethics 
committee, why I had nevertheless re-
ceived a World Cup accreditation.

,�KDG�ZULWWHQ�WR�%ODWWHU��³,�KDYH�D�UH-
quest that sounds so strange that you 
PLJKW� ¿QG� LW� LQWHUHVWLQJ� DQG� H[FLWLQJ�
again - at least that’s how I remember 
you, always good for surprises. (...) I will 
dedicate an issue of my magazine to 
-HQQLQJV�DQG�KLV�ZRUN��,Q�LW��PDQ\�ORQJ�
time companions will comment. I would 
like to ask you if you would also contrib-
XWH�D�WH[W��-6%�RQ�$-��)URP�PDQ�WR�PDQ��
-XVW�OLNH�WKDW��$IWHU�DOO�WKHVH�\HDUV�´
7KH�¿UVW�HPDLO�GLVDSSHDUHG�LQWR�WKH�

spam folder. When the second email 
was delivered, the promise came in 
minutes.

I will not comment further on Sepp 
%ODWWHU¶V� WH[W� RXW� RI� UHVSHFW�� ,� DP� VLQ-
cerely grateful for this input. Sepp’s 
OLQHV�DUH��RI� FRXUVH��%ODWWHU�OLNH�� ,�KDG�
to smile and could write my own maga-
zine about it. A congenial complement 
to Sepp’s contribution is provided by 
Lord David Triesman, the former 
&KDLU� RI� WKH� (QJOLVK� )$�� 'DYLG� GH-
VFULEHV� LQ� D�PDJQL¿FHQW� ZD\� KRZ� RE-
VHVVHG� %ODWWHU� RQFH� ZDV� ZLWK� $QGUHZ�
and his revelations. A unique, wonder-
IXO�WH[W��+HUH�LV�MXVW�RQH�TXRWH�IURP�LW�

“For two hours, right over lunch, and 
without any discussion of our potential 
>:RUOG� &XS@� ELG�� 6HSS� %ODWWHU� WDONHG�
DERXW�$QGUHZ�-HQQLQJV�´

Hilarious.
Thank you, David. Thank you, Sepp.
I would also like to quote, respectful-

O\��IURP�WKDW�HPDLO�LQ�ZKLFK�/RUG�7ULHV-
man had given me his consent to write: 
“I’d be honoured to write about An-
GUHZ��+H�ZDV�D�VLJQL¿FDQW�SHUVRQ�LQ�P\�
sport and personal life. Of course his 
legacy goes beyond journalism - you 
are absolutely right. Some very basic 
VWX̆� DERXW� KRQHVW\� DQG� WHQDFLW\�� 5H-
markable man. Incidentally, as the 
Trump years have emphasised time 
and again, creating conspiracy theories 
is also a business model and people 
who market it can make an absolute 
fortune as they did in FIFA.”

“It would be a good time for FIFA to 
apologise to Andrew (and possibly oth-
ers) to mark his contribution to their 
essential journey, should they ever 
make it, towards honesty.”

Of course FIFA will not apologise to 
Andrew. Neither will the IOC.

It doesn’t matter.
He told us so.
Andrew has won.
-RLQ�WKH�SDUW\�
/HW¶V�JHW�RQ�ZLWK�LW�

“The many investigation commis-
sions that sports organisations 
have had to set up are solely a 
result of Jennings’ journalistic 

generation. This generation has 
generated millions in revenue for 

legions of lawyers - and these 
commissions. A whole so-called 

good governance industry, in large 
part lies and deception, is based 
on the work of journalists. That is 

AJ’s legacy. That will remain.”

%ODWWHU�PDGH�D�KDQG�JHVWXUH�WRZDUGV�
the wastepaper basket and asked:

“Do you think I’m that stupid?
Truthfully, I replied, “No.”
Such a decision by an ethics commit-

tee would have to be approved by the 
),)$�([HFXWLYH�&RPPLWWHH��%ODWWHU�H[-
plained. “And who sets the agenda for 
this meeting?”

Only he.
So much for good governance.
Why I remind you of this again? 

Sepp had learned his lesson. He knew 
that the ban on Andrew had been a mis-
take and had only made FIFA - like the 
IOC once did - look even more stupid.

And I knew a fortnight ago that 
Sepp Blatter would not turn down 
my invitation to write about Andrew 
-HQQLQJV�LQ�WKLV�PDJD]LQH��,W�ZDV�RQH�RI�
WKRVH�VLWXDWLRQV�WKDW�D�PDQ�OLNH�%ODWWHU�
LPPHGLDWHO\�WULHV�WR�H[SORLW�IRU�KLPVHOI��
I don’t mean that in a bad way at all. I 
have studied him for decades.
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by VyV simson

PLFWXUH� WKH� VFHQH�� &DWDORQLD�� -XO\�
������ $QGUHZ� -HQQLQJV� DQG� ,� DUH�

crashing in a run down, one room 
apartment in Sitges, a pretty tourist hot 
VSRW�D�VKRUW�WUDLQ�ULGH�IURP�%DUFHORQD��
The apartment has one camp bed and 
that’s about it. It belongs to a friend of a 
IULHQG� RI� 3DWULFN� %XFNOH\�� RQH� RI� RXU�
many helpers on the book we have just 
published, The Lords of The Rings: Po-
wer, Money & Drugs in the Modern 
Olympics. The Olympic Opening cere-
mony is 10 days away. We are about to 
WDNH�RQ�WKH�PDVVHG�UDQNV�RI�WKH�ZRUOGµV�
sports journalists covering the Summer 
Games most of whom think, if they 
think about us at all, that we are a cou-
ple of journalistic cowboys and crazed 
Olympic party-poopers. 

The apartment block has a little 
swimming pool. It’s hot, Andrew and I 
are tired. We both dive in. The pool sits 
perched on the top of the hill. The view 
across the tiled roof tops of the old 
town to the port and out to sea is a fan-
tastic and beautiful cliche. As the water 
GULSV�R̆�RXU�IDFHV��ZH�ORRN�DW�HDFK�RWK-
HU��DQG�JULQ�LQDQHO\��µ+RZ�RQ�HDUWK�GLG�
ZH� JHW� KHUH"¶� ,� DVN�� µ:KR� FDUHV"¶� VD\V�
$QGUHZ�� µ/HW¶V� MXVW� JR� RXW� DQG� JHW�
WKHP�¶�$QG�WKDW¶V�H[DFWO\�ZKDW�ZH�GLG�
5HZLQG� WHQ�\HDUV��/RQGRQ��1RYHP-

ber 1982. I am working at the shabby 
Lime Grove Studios in Shepherds 
%XVK��2QFH�WKH�FHQWUH�RI�WKH�JORU\�GD\V�
RI�WKH�%ULWLVK�¿OP�LQGXVWU\��/LPH�*URYH�
LV�QRZ�KRPH�WR�WKH�%%&�&XUUHQW�$̆DLUV�
Department. I’m working on a nightly 
FXUUHQW� D̆DLUV� 79� SURJUDPPH� FDOOHG�
Nationwide�� (YHU\� )ULGD\� HYHQLQJ�� ���
minutes of the show is given over to a 
consumer investigative strand called 
Watchdog��,W¶V�P\�¿UVW�ZHHN�RQ�Watch-
dog and I’m a producer and director. 
,W¶V�DOVR�WKH�¿UVW�ZHHN�RQ�Watchdog for 
D�VOLJKWO\�VKẌLQJ��WRXVOH�KDLUHG��ERP-
bastic, chain smoking bloke, whose tor-
so is swathed in a multi pocketed, cap 
sleeved, khaki coloured safari jacket.
/RRNLQJ�PH�RYHU�ZLWK�REYLRXV�VXVSL-

cion, he introduces himself to me as my 
QHZ�UHSRUWHU��$QGUHZ�-HQQLQJV��µ:KDW�
stories have you got?’ asks Andrew. 
µ:KDW�KDYH�\RX�JRW�¶�,�UHSO\��µLQ�DOO�WKRVH�

ridiculous pockets?’ There’s just a 
breath of a pause as we continue to size 
each other up. Then we both burst into 
laughter. That was the start of a friend-
ship and working partnership that was 
to last for more than a decade. During 
that time Andrew and I lived in each 
other’s pockets. We spent more time 
with each other than with our families. 
It turned out to be a partnership that 
resulted in some of our best and most 
challenging work.
$QGUHZ�ZDV�QRW�WKH�W\SLFDO�%%&�&XU-

UHQW�$̆DLUV�HPSOR\HH��)RU�D�VWDUW�KH�KDG�

self as a journalist. Not everyone at Na-
tionwide had a very high opinion of An-
drew. There were a couple of times when 
,�KDG�WR�DUJXH�TXLWH�KDUG�ZLWK�5RJHU�%RO-
ton, then the Nationwide�(GLWRU��WR�NHHS�
Andrew on the payroll. 

To me, Andrew was a breath of fresh 
DLU�� +LV� JUHDW� VWUHQJWK� DQG� GL̆HUHQFH�
from many of those around him was 
WKDW� KH� NQHZ� KRZ� WR� ¿QG� DQ� RULJLQDO�
story. This may sound strange but the 
MRXUQDOLVWLF�DWPRVSKHUH�LQ�%%&�FXUUHQW�
D̆DLUV�DW�WKH�WLPH�ZDV�ODUJHO\�D�UHDFWLYH�
one. At the Nationwide morning meet-
ings the early print editions of The 
Mail, Express, Sun and Mirror would 
be gutted for stories which would then 
be rehashed as TV items for transmis-
VLRQ� DW� VL[� R¶FORFN� WKDW� QLJKW�� $QGUHZ�
had nothing but contempt for this prac-
tice and declaimed to all within earshot 
that it wasn’t worthy of the name jour-
nalism. Watchdog� ZDV� GL̆HUHQW�� :H�
had to generate our own stories and 
this was what Andrew was put on earth 
to achieve. His oft repeated mantra was 
µ*HW� RXW� RI� WKH� ṘFH�� ¿QG� VRPHWKLQJ�
out and tell people.’ When he had found 
something out, Andrew was like a dog 
with a bone, never giving up and always 
moving forward. He was highly com-
EDWLYH��+H�¿UPO\�EHOLHYHG�LQ� µ$WWDFN�LV�
the best form of defence’, in the old 
motto of the 1970s hard men of football 
µ*HW� \RXU� UHYHQJH� LQ� ¿UVW¶� DQG� ER\��
FRXOG� KH� EHDU� D� JUXGJH�� +LV� GHIDXOW�
mode was to head straight into the gun-
¿UH�� µ,�PD\� ORVH�P\� DUPV� DQG� OHJV¶� DV�
KH¶G� IUHTXHQWO\� UHPLQG�PH�� µDQG� KDYH�
WR�OLYH�WKH�UHVW�RI�P\�OLIH�DV�D�VWXPS��%XW�
WKH\¶OO� EH� GHDG�¶� ,� ZDV� PRUH� FLUFXP-
spect than Andrew and was the one to 
pull him back when the obvious out-
FRPH�RI�KLV� µIRUZDUG�LQWR�WKH�¿UH¶�SKL-
losophy was our total oblivion.

You learnt very quickly with Andrew. 
2QH� RI� RXU� ¿UVW� LQYHVWLJDWLRQV� IRU�
Watchdog taught us that if you are go-
ing to put your head above the parapet 
\RX�PXVW�EH�SUHSDUHG�IRU�LW�WR�EH�FXW�R̆��
Andrew had a contact in the Westmin-
VWHU�7UDGLQJ�6WDQGDUGV�8QLW�FDOOHG�$ODQ�
Sharp. His job was based on the old 
Weights and Measures Inspectorate, 
who checked that local traders were not 
VKRUW� FKDQJLQJ� FXVWRPHUV� E\� ¿GGOLQJ�

How it all began

DWWHQGHG�QHLWKHU�2[IRUG�QRU�&DPEULGJH�
EXW�WKH�WKHQ�YHU\�XQIDVKLRQDEOH�8QLYHU-
VLW\�RI�+XOO��+H¶G�DOVR�QRW�MRLQHG�WKH�%%&�
VWUDLJKW�IURP�8QLYHUVLW\��+H¶G�ZRUNHG�LQ�
WKH�1RUWK�RI�(QJODQG�DV�D�VXE�HGLWRU�DQG�
some time contributor, on the northern 
HGLWLRQV�RI�D�QXPEHU�RI�WKH�8.¶V�QDWLRQ-
al newspapers. At some time in Andrew’s 
HDUO\�ZRUNLQJ� OLIH�� KHUH¶V� D� ELW� RI� µIRUH-
shadowing’ as the drama writers like to 
call it, he was part of a collective free 
VKHHW�ZKLFK� WRRN� UHJXODU� GHOLJKW� LQ� H[-
posing the foibles of local politicians. To-
wards the end of the 1970s Andrew 
MRLQHG�%%&�Radio 4 as a researcher on 
the consumer investigative programme 
Checkpoint. It was presented by a man 
called Roger Cook. Andrew loathed Cook 
DQG� DOZD\V� UHIHUUHG� WR� KLP� DV� µ)DWVR¶��
Andrew had a very high opinion of him-

About Olympic party-poopers and their formative years on the Watchdog programme
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How it all began#Muckraking #Journalistictraditions VyV siMson

their scales or other measuring instru-
ments. Alan told us of a prevalent su-
permarket scam. The butchers depart-
ment in the supermarkets would cut the 
joints of meat for sale that when 
wrapped for display, would shrink con-
siderably. They were under orders to 
price the meat at the initial pre-shrunk 
weight. This meant that customers were 
paying for less than they actually got, or 
put another way, supermarkets were 
getting more money for less meat. We 
GHFLGHG�WR�VHFUHWO\�¿OP�$ODQ�DV�KH�FDU-
ried out a spot check in, as it turned out, 
a local branch of the Tesco supermarket 
chain. Sure enough, the meat displayed 
was well under the weight claimed on 
the packaging. We had our little story. 
$V�ZH�ZHUH�JOHHIXOO\�HGLWLQJ�WKH�¿OP��ZH�
JRW� D� PHVVDJH� IURP� RXU� (GLWRU� 5RJHU�
%ROWRQ��5RJHU�KDG�KHDUG�IURP�WKH�%%&�
LQ� KRXVH� /DZ\HUV�� 7KH� /DZ\HUV� KDG�
KHDUG�IURP�WKH�%%&¶V�&KDLUPDQ�RI�WKH�
%RDUG� RI� *RYHUQRUV�� 7KH� &KDLUPDQ� RI�
WKH�%RDUG�RI�*RYHUQRUV�ZDQWHG�WR�NQRZ�
what was going on. We couldn’t under-
stand how our little story had reached 
WKH�HDUV�RI�WKH�%%&�&KDLUPDQ��7KH�OLQN�
turned out to be Tesco. 
7KH�WKHQ�/HDGHU�RI�WKH�:HVWPLQVWHU�

City Council, within whose boundary 
ZH� KDG� ¿OPHG� WKH� LOOHJDO� SDFNDJLQJ�
practice, was a Conservative politician 
named Shirley Porter. Shirley was the 
GDXJKWHU�RI�RQH�-DFN�&RKHQ��-DFN�ZDV�
the founder of the Tesco chain of super-
markets. It was a Tesco store in which 
ZH�KDG�¿OPHG�$ODQ¶V�XQGHUZHLJKW�PHDW�
FKHFN�� 6WXDUW� <RXQJ�� WKH� %%&� &KDLU-
man, it transpired, was also a Director 
RI��\RX¶YH�JXHVVHG�LW��7HVFR��*OHQQ�'HO�
0HGLFR� ZDV� D� %%&� GHIDPDWLRQ� ODZ\HU�
with whom Andrew and I were destined 
to have a long relationship during our 
\HDUV�DW�WKH�%%&��*OHQQ�DSSHDUHG�LQ�RXU�
FXWWLQJ� URRP� ZLWK� RXU� (GLWRU�� 5RJHU�
%ROWRQ��µ6KLUOH\�3RUWHU�¶�WKH\�H[SODLQHG��
ZDV� QRW� µEHVW� SOHDVHG¶� ZLWK� XV� RU�ZLWK�
Alan.  They demanded to know what we 
had been up to. Apparently Shirley Por-
ter had called her fellow Tesco Director 
DQG�%%&�&KDLUPDQ�FKXP�6WXDUW�<RXQJ�
in high dudgeon to complain about our 
µRXWUDJHRXV�XQGHUKDQG�WDFWLFV¶�
$OWKRXJK�RXU�OLWWOH�¿OP�ZDV�HYHQWXDO-

ly transmitted, it was made very clear to 
us that we had been very naughty boys 
and in future, we would be watched like 
hawks. We were required to tone down 
the script and construct a grovelling re-
sponse to appease both Shirley Porter 

and Stuart Young. We were on a warn-
ing but we’d got away with our jobs. 
Alan Sharp, was not so lucky. Shirley 
3RUWHU�KDG�KLP�¿UHG��

All the things that Andrew loved 
about journalism and what he wanted 
to stand for were contained within that 
early Watchdog story. It was iconoclas-
tic, crusading, a romantic righting of 
wrongs, the shining of a light in dark 
places, sticking it up the establishment, 
cocking a snoop at those in high places 
DQG�¿UPO\�LQ�WKH�WUDGLWLRQ�RI�WKH�HDUO\�
86� Muckraking journalists who An-
drew so much admired. Andrew was 
totally consistent with those values 
throughout his journalistic life and he 
loved the chaos and embarrassment he 
brought to so many. The journey that 
ZRXOG� OHDG� WR� WKH� H[SRVXUH�RI� FRUUXS-
tion in the Met, corruption in the IOC 
and the corruption in FIFA started 
right there on Watchdog. 

media of the day. His moral contempt 
for his investigative targets was 
matched by his contempt for the sys-
WHP�RI�µVSHFLDO�FRUUHVSRQGHQW¶�MRXUQDO-
ism. He believed that this system led to 
many of the specialist writers being in 
hock to the sporting authorities who 
controlled both information and ac-
cess. He spent much of his journalistic 
life railing at and attempting to under-
mine that cosy relationship. In the end, 
the irony is that after so long, Andrew 
KDV�¿QDOO\�JRW�WKH�MRXUQDOLVWLF�UHFRJQL-
tion and respect he deserves from the 
very media establishment that he spent 
KLV�OLIH�WKXPELQJ�KLV�QRVH�DW��µ*RWFKD�¶�
DV�WKH�8.�WDEORLGV�ZRXOG�KDYH�VDLG�

And Andrew would have loved that.

VyV SimSon��1]�½VWX�TVSTIV�NSF�[EW�EW�E�
Clerk in the BBC News Film Library. That was 
my introduction to grown up journalism. It was 
the Autumn of 1973. I then spent 3 years 
XVEMRMRK�XS�FIGSQI�E�½PQ�IHMXSV��-�[EW�KMZIR�
the opportunity to produce and directed my 
½VWX�½PQ�MR������[LIR�-�JSPPS[IH�XLI�-WVEIPM�
Army’s invasion of The Lebanon. Between 
1982 and 1993 Andrew and I worked almost 
exclusively together. First on the BBC Watch-
dog series. We both quit and went to work 
for the BBC Brass Tacks series. We both quit 
and went to work for Granada TV’s World In 
Action series. We both quit and set up Ceres 
Productions, through which we produced the 
book and the documentary of The Lords of 
The Rings. I spent the next 30 years continu-
ing to tell stories: writing, producing, directing 
and commissioning for print, radio and TV 
around the world. Unlike Andrew, I love sport. 
I am a Lifetime Member of Somerset County 
Cricket Club, a Season Ticket holder at Bristol 
Rugby Club and I still hold my Membership 
at Tottenham Hotspur Football Club. I have 
largely given up watching football these days. 
I now live under a bucket in rural Somerset 
but I still love writing. Anyone reading this who 
wants to commission me - on any subject 
- just give me a shout: sirvyv@yahoo.com

In his later years as Andrew turned 
KLV�DWWHQWLRQ�H[FOXVLYHO\�WR�WKH�ZRUOG�RI�
VSRUW��PDQ\�8.�MRXUQDOLVWV�FDPH�WR�GLV-
like him. He was consistently charac-
terised as a cowboy, a fantasist, an ob-
VHVVLYH�� D� GHOXGHG�� UDQWLQJ� ¿JXUH�ZKR�
could be either mocked or attacked. 
This was certainly the case when we 
were working together on the IOC. It 
continued right up to the moment it 
was clear to even the hardiest apolo-
JLVWV� IRU�6HSS�%ODWWHU�� WKDW�GXULQJ�$Q-
drew’s long years of work on FIFA, he 
had been right all along. 

In the introduction to The Lords of 
The Rings�ZH�ZURWH�µ7KLV�ERRN�GLVFORV-
es what you are not allowed to see on 
your TV and what the newspapers do 
not tell you about the Olympics. We are 
not sports journalists. We are not part 
of a circuit where too many reporters 
KDYH�SUHIHUUHG�WR�NHHS�WKHLU�JD]H�¿[HG�
on the sporting action and ignore the 
way sport has been destroyed by greed 
and ambition.’ Andrew felt a particular 
disdain for most of the specialist sports 
ZULWHUV�ZRUNLQJ�IRU�WKH�HVWDEOLVKHG�8.� Vyv Simson (Photo: private)

“When he had found something 
out, Andrew was like a dog 

with a bone, never giving up 
and always moving forward. 
He was highly combative. 

His default mode was to head 
WXVEMKLX�MRXS�XLI�KYR½VI�²

mailto:sirvyv%40yahoo.com?subject=Andrew%20Jennings%2C%20SPORT%20%26%20POLITICS
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RichaRd W. Pound IOC #integRity

by richard W. Pound, doyen of the  
international olymPic committee

/RYH�KLP�RU�KDWH�KLP��$QGUHZ�-HQ-
nings was a singular journalist, 

ZKRVH�SDVVLQJ�UHSUHVHQWV�D�VLJQL¿FDQW�
loss to his profession. 

He possessed the essential elements 
of a great journalist: curiosity, indefati-
gable persistence, knowledge of his 
VXEMHFW� PDWWHU� DQG� LWV� FRQWH[W�� WKH�
courage to ask the questions that need 
to be asked, an instinct for the central 
SRLQWV�WR�EH�H[SRVHG�DQG��YLWDO�IRU�DQ\�
journalist, a sharp and clear pen.
0\�H[SRVXUH�WR�$QGUHZ�FDPH�DV�D�UH-

sult of my involvement as a member of 
the IOC, one of his favourite targets. In 
that regard, we had a reasonably amica-
ble personal relationship, despite the 
fact that he had no respect for the IOC 
and many of its leaders (particularly 
-XDQ�$QWRQLR�6DPDUDQFK��LWV�SUHVLGHQW�
from 1980 - 2001) and that my role in 
respect of his positions was to try to de-
fuse some of the rhetoric, add facts that 
KH� KDG� QRW� LQFOXGHG� DQG� H[SODLQ� WKH�
purpose of many IOC policy initiatives. 

Andrew knew perfectly well that his 
writing (indeed not only the writing, 
but the related questioning and the ob-
vious investigational elements they im-
plied) would be resented and resisted 
by the organizations and their leaders 
on whom he was focusing. I think he 
welcomed the challenge of dialogue 
conducted in a civilized manner, which 
was not the general reception he re-
FHLYHG�LQ�D�(XURSHDQ�GRPLQDWHG�VSRUW�
environment, which, institutionally at-
WHPSWHG�WR�H[FOXGH�KLP�IURP�PHHWLQJV�
and press conferences and to deny ac-
cess to organizational leaders.

He understood that I thought he was 
¿[DWHG�RQ�WKH�,2&�DQG�LVVXHV�WKDW�PD\�
not have been perfectly addressed, but 
that any such “failures” were not the re-
sult of corruption, but rather organiza-
tional policy, perhaps even oversight, at 
worst, possibly incompetence. He was, 
however, cheerfully resolute in main-
taining his position, as was I in point-
LQJ� RXW� WKH� VKRUWFRPLQJV� LQ� KLV� H[-
pressed views. Nor did I think that legal 

proceedings were the answer. First, 
WKH\� DUH� SRQGHURXV� DQG� UXLQRXVO\� H[-
pensive.  Second, courts in developed 
societies will generally refuse to pre-
YHQW� WKH� H[SUHVVLRQ� RI� MRXUQDOLVWLF�
opinion. Third, lawsuits highlight and 
provide additional publicity to the work 
and the journalist. Finally, it is all but 
impossible to quantify any damages al-
leged to have resulted from the con-
tents of any work or article and, even if 
HVWDEOLVKHG�� WR� FROOHFW� WKHP�� (YHQ� DQ�
action in defamation launched by the 
,2&�� LQ� /DXVDQQH�� WKRXJK� WHFKQLFDOO\�
an uncontested victory for the IOC, 
produced no serious outcomes, with a 
short, suspended, sentence.

He was certainly aware that mere 
journalistic opinion, especially opinion 
regarding corruption or criminal activi-

In the FIFA corruption cases, while 
perhaps not all evidence was available 
to Andrew and some colleagues with 
ZKRP�KH�FROODERUDWHG��WKHUH�ZDV�VẊ-
cient material made available to the 
8�6��SXEOLF�DXWKRULWLHV�LQGLFDWLQJ�ZLGH-
spread corruption. This led to the suc-
cessful criminal prosecutions in New 
York. It is a safe bet to make that the 
information provided by Andrew played 
D� VLJQL¿FDQW� UROH� LQ�ERWK� WKH�GHFLVLRQV�
to prosecute and the eventual outcomes. 
One hopes that the corruption in other 
parts of the football world will be fol-
lowed up with similar actions.
$V�D�UHVXOW�RI�KLV�SURIHVVLRQDO�H[DP-

ple, Andrew became a leader in investi-
JDWLYH� UHSRUWLQJ� LQ� WKH� ¿HOG� RI� VSRUWV���
His willingness to confront even organ-
izations as important as the IOC and 
FIFA was seminal in the encourage-
PHQW�RI�WKH�QH[W�JHQHUDWLRQ�RI�MRXUQDO-
ists and his work, as in the case of many 
of his colleagues, has led to changes in 
sport governance, some times voluntar-
ily, but more often in response to pub-
lished evidence of improper or inade-
quate conduct. He was regularly 
consulted, even by governments, on 
matters of sport governance, including 
the types of corruption, the methods 
employed by perpetrators, the nature of 
evidence that could identify corruption, 
DQG� SDUWLFXODU� H[DPSOHV� WR� LOOXVWUDWH�
corruption and its negative impact. 

Corruption in sport is a serious issue 
for the integrity of sport, one that is im-
portant for governments (especially as 
corruption is monetized), sports organi-
zations, sport participants, sponsors, 
broadcasters and spectators. As a re-
VSHFWHG�³H[SHUW´�LQ�VXFK�PDWWHUV��PRVW�RI�
which are relatively unknown by the 
world at large, since few were unwilling 
or unable or lacked the personal courage 
to turn over the rocks that hid the activi-
WLHV��$QGUHZ�KDV�KDG�D�VLJQL¿FDQW�LPSDFW�
on subsequent conduct within sport.

No one is perfect, including Andrew, 
but as a journalist, few would disagree 
that, à la Star Trek, he did not hesitate 
to boldly go where no one else had ever 
gone. I will miss his cheery face and 
rumpled safari jacket. RIP, Andrew.

“He did not hesitate to boldly go 
where no one else had ever gone”

W\��ZDV�LQVẊFLHQW�WR�EULQJ�DERXW�FRQ-
sequences or conduct change. There 
had to be objective evidence to support 
the allegations. He was professionally 
conscious of the need to uncover such 
evidence and meticulous in attempting 
to obtain it. Without knowing what ad-
vice he may have received prior to pub-
OLFDWLRQ�� ,� H[SHFW� LW�PD\�KDYH� LQFOXGHG�
“the need” to possess such evidence be-
fore going public, but that were he to be 
sued, in the course of any legal proceed-
ings, he would be entitled to have access 
to other documents (and evidence ob-
WDLQHG�WKURXJK�H[DPLQDWLRQ�RI�ZLWQHVV-
es) to supplement what he already had. 
No doubt potential claimants received 
similar advice, with the result that few 
legal actions were instituted in respect 
of his publications, even where his con-
clusions may have gone beyond what 
evidence he had in his pocket.

“His willingness to confront even 
organizations as important as the 
IOC and FIFA was seminal in the 

encouragement of the next 
generation of journalists and his 
work, as in the case of many of 

his colleagues, has led to changes 
in sport governance.”
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Frank Brandsås, alBert knechtel The orange skier #lillehammer #noBelPeacePrize #samaranch

8LI�IEVP]�]IEVW��������3RI�SJ�*VERO�&VERHWoW³�EVXMGPIW�SR�%.��XLI�-3'��XLI�2SFIP�4IEGI�4VMGI�ERH�
.YER�%RXSRMS�7EQEVERGL�EX�,EQEV�%VFIMHIVFPEH�ERH�QER]�SXLIV�2I[WTETIVW�MR�2SV[E]�

by frank brandsås

(YHU\RQH� NQRZV� WKDW� $QGUHZ� -HQ-
QLQJV�ZDV�D�IDQWDVWLF�UHSRUWHU��%XW�

did you know that he did cross country 
skiing? At least, he tried. And, just as 
his work: It did not come easy.

First of all, it was with deep sadness 
that I received the message that An-
drew had left us. He was a pioneer in 
real sport journalism. I am happy and 
grateful that I got to know Andrew. He 
taught me the importance of patience 
and systems in long-term reporting.

After 44 years of journalism I can 
say - with my hand on my heart - that I 
learned more from Andrew than any-
one else. On top of the methods - and 
the importance of patience and systems 
- I learned the importance of a smile 
and humour when you approach peo-
SOH��+H�GLG� WKLV� HYHQ�ZKHQ�KH�.1(:�
people would not be happy to be ques-
tioned by him. Specially not by him.

My biggest scoop anytime, the story 
about how the International Olympic 
Committee tried to buy the Nobel Peace 
Prize by awarding the 1994 Winter 
*DPHV�WR�/LOOHKDPPHU��FRXOG�QRW�KDYH�
been done without help from Andrew.
7KDQN�\RX�$QGUHZ�
We laughed and worked together 

around the whole world.

Rare sporting exercise

:H�PHW� IRU� WKH�¿UVW� WLPH� LQ�$OEHUW-
YLOOH� DQG� %DUFHORQD� LQ� ������ 7KH� QH[W�
ten years - thanks mostly to Andrew 
and the team he brought together - was 
the best time in my career. Singing our 
VSHFLDO� -$6�VRQJ� �Juan Antonio is a 
n...��QRW�RQO\�LQ�/LOOHKDPPHU¶V�Storga-
ta but in the middle of every town in 
late evenings was always big fun.
%XW�WR�UHWXUQ�WR�WKH�VWDUW�DERXW�$Q-

drew and cross country skiing: During 
WKH�/LOOHKDPPHU�*DPHV�LQ������KH�UH-
alised that cross country skiing was 
more than the national sport of Nor-
way, it was great fun for everyone. I 
brought him a pair of skiers, boots and 
all the clothes and gear needed, so he 
could try it himself. I gave him some 
tips about how to ski. Stupidly I also 

gave him an orange, and said - because 
it’s true - Norwegians always bring one 
orange (per person) when skiing.
$IWHU�KLV� H[FLWLQJ�¿UVW�GD\�RI� VNLLQJ�

he came home very happy to the house 
a colleague and I had rented for An-
drew and other friends. 

He had only one question: 
Why the orange ?
I had not been a good teacher – and 

IRU�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH�KH�KDG�QRW�GRQH�KLV�UH-
search properly: the orange was meant 
to be eaten half way. Andrew had kept 
it in his pocket. A few, actually quite a 
IHZ��µDFFLGHQWV¶��WKDW�LV��IDOOV��PDGH�WKH�
orange more into fresh pressed or-
ange-juice. And the skiing-clothes 
turned orange also. Thank you Andrew 
��IRU�RQH�PRUH�ELJ�ODXJK�

Frank BrandSåS is a reporter with Hamar 
Arbeiderblad and other newspapers. He 
covered sport politics for more than a decade.

by albert knechtel

I PHW�$QGUHZ�RQ�D�KRWHO�EHG� LQ�/LOOH-
hammer. It was 1993 and his 50th 

birthday - one year before the Winter 
Olympics in Norway. We smoked so-
PHWKLQJ�� DQG� GHFLGHG� WR� PDNH� D� ¿OP�
together. His book The Lords of the 
Rings had been published in 1992. He 
was talking about corruption in sports, 
he was in his element. He told stories 
and never stopped. It was always like 
that when we met. He talked, I mar-
velled. He always knew how to tell his 
stories so pointedly, about so many 
contacts and with so much energy to 
get closer to the truth. He was intense 
and witty, always entertaining and fun-
ny. Andrew bubbled, I listened.

Mon cher was his preferred form of 
address when he meant me, because I 
was then living in Paris and we were 
there producing the documentary The 

The orange skier
On a helpless Scotsman in Norwegian snow, nocturnal bawling chants, the Nobel Peace 
3UL]H��6DPDUDQFKµV�VPLOH�DQG�WKH�GDXJKWHU�RI�DQ�,2&�PHPEHU�DW�WKH�2O\PSLF�WRUFK�UHOD\
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by Patrick nally

Andrew was the archetype of the 
Marmite Man - someone that some 

people liked very much and other peop-
le disliked very strongly. In my case it 
was both, I loved him for the character 
he was, and yet at times I couldn’t bear 
KLV�DQQR\LQJ�/LHXWHQDQW�&ROXPER��KR-
micide detective) approach.
%XW�ZKDWHYHU�\RXU�YLHZ��$QGUHZ�OHIW�

his indelible mark. 
I was instrumental in creating 

µ&ROXPER� -HQQLQJV¶� ZKHQ� KH�� 9\Y�
Simpson, Tony Webb and I had a very 
long lunch in Chelsea to talk about a 
book. We had come into contact via a 
Panorama programme and Andrew 
and Vyv were fascinated to hear about 
Horst Dassler, Havelange, Samaranch, 
Nebiolo and many others. Despite 
PDQ\�PRQWKV�RI�µJHWWLQJ�WR�NQRZ�\RX¶��
it became very apparent that Andrew 
ZDQWHG��DQG�VKRXOG��À\�VROR��+H�ZDQW-
ed to morph himself into a hard-nosed 
(Marvel style) investigator. He didn’t 
want to respond to the many positive, 
meaningful and amusing stories we 
wanted to tell, and to balance his dedi-
cation to “go for the jugular”. 

After many attempts to reach a bal-
anced approach we all agreed to go our 
separate ways. I could sit back at many 
future Olympic and FIFA meetings and 
HQMR\� WKH� -HQQLQJV¶� FUHDWLRQ� RI� VSRUWV�
HTXLYDOHQW� WR� 3DQWR� 9LOODLQV�� LQ� -HQ-
nings view they were all the living leg-
ends of complicity, deceit, lies, and un-
realistic dimensions. Watching him 
chase them down the street will live 
with me forever. Regardless of the side 
of the Marmite fence you’re on, we are 
all going to miss the unique corruption 
¿JKWHU���µ&ROXPER�-HQQLQJV¶�

RIP Andrew it was an honour.

Patrick nally is one of the founding 
fathers of modern sports marketing. The sys-
tem he devised, which was further developed 
by Horst Dassler and his disciples, was the 
basis for the marketing programmes of FIFA, 
IOC, UEFA and other giants. WestNally.com

Gamesters�IRU�$57(�IRU�D�)UHQFK�SUR-
duction company. Again and again he 
talked about the IOC members; about 
FRUUXSW� VSRUWV�ṘFLDOV�DQG�GLUW\�GHDOV�
LQ� /DXVDQQH��+LV� IDYRXULWH� WDUJHW� ZDV�
the man with the problem in his right 
arm, as he called him. He was only too 
happy to imitate the fascist salute of 
Franco’s supporters when talking about 
KLV�VR�FDOOHG�([FHOOHQF\��WKH�,2&�3UHVL-
GHQW�-XDQ�$QWRQLR�6DPDUDQFK�
$-�ZDV�IURZQHG�XSRQ�DV�D�EODVSKHP-

er among many sports journalists. He 
was too honest, too curious, too con-
VFLHQWLRXV�IRU�WKH�XVXDO�SX̆HU\�RI������
He was not seduced by a pen given as a 
gift for the sports journalists from all 
over the world by sponsors of IOC or 
FIFA. Andrew could not be bought. He 
was the black sheep of the olympic 
family. I’ll never forget how colleagues 
shunned him for a long time. It was al-
PRVW�DQ�R̆HQFH�WR�NQRZ�KLP�

The turning point

And then came December 1998. The 
6DOW� /DNH� &LW\� VFDQGDO�� DQG� ,� FRXOGQ¶W�
believe my eyes. We had travelled to 
/DXVDQQH�IRU�D�VKRRW�ZLWK�$-��DQG�VXG-
denly everyone wanted to drag him in 
front of the cameras. In a few hours he 
had given dozens of TV interviews. The 
persona non grata had suddenly be-
come a sought-after interviewee. Now 
it was suddenly PC to know the man in 
the trenchcoat asking nasty questions, 
the cranky “Columbo of world sport.”

In 2000, I moved back to Germany. 
:H�ZHUH�LQ�WKH�¿QDO�VWDJHV�RI�RXU�¿OP��
He came to visit for a week in Mainz. I 
IHOO�DVOHHS�QH[W�WR�KLP�RQ�RXU�UHG�FRXFK��
:KLOH� KH� UHHOHG� R̆� VWRU\� DIWHU� VWRU\�
DERXW� WKH� ,2&�� ,� ZDV� H[KDXVWHG� DIWHU�
KRXUV�RI�OLVWHQLQJ�WR�$-�¿ULQJ�RQ�DOO�F\O-
inders. I closed my eyes. Sitting down.
$Q�KRXU�ODWHU�,�ZRNH�XS�WR�¿QG�KLP�

lying on the guest bed snoring. I woke 
him up and immediately regretted it. 
No sooner had he opened his eyes than 
WKH�¿UHZRUNV�RQ�,2&�WRSLFV�FRQWLQXHG��

He was a walking encyclopaedia 
ZKHQ�LW�FDPH�WR�),)$�DQG�WKH�,2&��%XW�
he always had a wink ready also, be-
FDXVH�$-�NQHZ�ZKDW�ZDV� LPSRUWDQW� LQ�
television. I will never forget how joyful 
he was when he discovered that we had 
captured revealing footage. His favour-
ite scene was PR-man Franklin Serv-
DQW�6FKUHLEHU� ZKLVSHULQJ� WR� -XDQ�$Q-
tonio Samaranch “Smile, Mister 

3UHVLGHQW´� DW� DQ� ṘFLDO� SUHVV� FRQIHU-
HQFH�� 2U� GRFWRU� -DFTXHV� 5RJJH� LQWHU-
rupting a surgery when the phone rang 
and the boss of the family, Mister Sa-
maranch was at the other end of the 
line. Or how Kevan Gosper bitched 
about the press when they found out 
how he arranged for his daughter to 
FDUU\� WKH�2O\PSLF� WRUFK��$-� ORYHG�À\�
on-the-wall documentaries, but- when 
necessary - he confronted the powerful 
with the results of his research by door-
stepping in his inimitable way. 
�3ROLWLFDOO\��$-�ZDV�D�FRQYLQFHG�OHIW-

ist. He truly understood football as the 
people’s game, and he wanted to give 
the game back to the people instead of 
seeing it degenerate in the hands of 
JUHHG\� ṘFLDOV� DQG� DGYLVRUV�� $QGUHZ�
was one of the people and he attached 
importance to that. Not an aloof intel-
OHFWXDO��%XW�D�KDUG�ZRUNHU�LQ�GLJJLQJ�XS�
and collecting documents, in listening 
to witnesses and informants, in writing 
down facts. I really enjoyed working 
with him, because for me he was a 
friend and a professional pioneer: he 
ZDV�WKH�¿UVW�MRXUQDOLVW�WR�KROG�XS�D�PLU-
ror to sport politics. Not a noble pen, 
but one who loved facts; who did not 
turn tail when clubs or federations 
wanted to withdraw his accreditation 
or even refused to grant it.

He was sincere, courageous and con-
scientious. Always professional. A ter-
rier in the best sense of the word, who 
adhered to the rules of fairness and 
KRQHVW\�� %LWLQJO\� FULWLFDO�� EXW� QHYHU�
dogged. No wonder - he originally came 
IURP�¿QDQFLDO�DQG�SROLWLFDO�MRXUQDOLVP���
and not from sports journalism.

He also founded an entire school. 
Through him, sports journalism has 
taken on a new colour. Investigative 
DQG�WHQDFLRXV�� WKDW¶V�KRZ�$-¶V�VXFFHV-
VRUV� DUH�� ,� D̆HFWLRQDWHO\� FDOO� WKHP�KLV�
disciples, who have been showing up 
more and more all over the world in re-
cent years and who would probably still 
not be doing so without the role model 
RI�$QGUHZ�-HQQLQJV��:KDW�-RVHSK�3X-
litzer once did for investigative quality 
MRXUQDOLVP� $QGUHZ� -HQQLQJV� GLG� IRU�
the world of sports.

alBert knechtel�MW�E�½PQ�QEOIV�[LS�MW�
producing and directing documentaries for al-
QSWX�XLVII�HIGEHIW��,MW�E[EVH�[MRRMRK�½PQW�
were broadcast in networks like ARTE, ZDF, 
ARD, National Geographic, BBC, TV Globo and 
many others. Contact: albert@knechtel.tv

How we will 
miss him

mailto:https://westnally.com/?subject=
mailto:albert%40knechtel.tv?subject=
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Mathew D. Rose Lessons Learnt #BeRlin2000 #olyMpicBiD #aiBa #collaBoRation

by matheW d. rose

I am not going to write much about 
Andrew’s work as there are others 

who can do a much better job of it. I 
would like to talk about Andrew as a 
person. His most striking quality was 
the warmth he radiated. It was always a 
joy to be with him. He swept you along 
LQ�KLV�H[XEHUDQFH�DQG�ORYH�RI�OLIH��
%HLQJ�ZLWK�KLP�ZDV�VLPSO\�IXQ��$Q-

drew was not only a friend and col-
league, he was a comrade, a term he 
often used. He had a political agenda: 
social and economic justice. That may 
H[SODLQ� KLV� TXHVW� WR� UH�HVWDEOLVK� IDLU-
ness in sport. Andrew, despite often 
delving into enemy territory was always 
on the right side of the barricade. In-
corruptible. I would not be surprised if 
the IOC, FIFA, or major sport corpora-
tions never even tried to buy Andrew. 
There are simply people who you know 
cannot be corrupted. Integrity is writ-
ten all over them.
0\�¿UVW�FRQWDFW�ZLWK�$QGUHZ�ZDV�LQ�

�����RU�������%HUOLQ�ZDV�ELGGLQJ�IRU�WKH�
Olympic Games 2000. I had become an 
DFWLYLVW�LQ�WKH�PRYHPHQW�WR�VWRS�%HUOLQ�
winning the bid and was appalled at the 
corruption of everything and everyone 
who came into contact with the bid: the 
IOC, politicians, journalists, business 
interests. Worse yet, there was no at-
WHPSW�WR�V\VWHPDWLFDOO\�H[SRVH�WKLV��
%HLQJ� DQ�$PHULFDQ� ,� IHOW� LW�ZDV�P\�

civic duty to do so, although I had no 
MRXUQDOLVWLF� H[SHULHQFH�� 7KH� RQO\� LQ�
GHSWK�LQIRUPDWLRQ�,�FRXOG�¿QG�ZDV�The 
Lords of the Rings. I called Andrew in 
/RQGRQ�� WROG�KLP�WKDW�,�ZDV�UHVHDUFK-
ing for a book, had no idea how to do 
that, and asked if he could help me.

His answer was typical: come over to 
/RQGRQ��\RX�FDQ�VWD\�DW�RXU�SODFH�

Vyv had moved on from the IOC and 
I fear the only person Andrew had to 
talk to about the IOC at that time was 
Clare, his wife. Probably both were 
overjoyed that Andrew now had a new 
audience. It was of course overwhelm-
ing the amount of information Andrew 
had to share, but he also took the men-
toring seriously. I have to admit, some 
was irrelevant, because Andrew was 
ZRUNLQJ� LQ�D�GL̆HUHQW�FXOWXUH�DQG�GLI-

IHUHQW�PLOLHX��VSRUWV�ṘFLDOV�DQG�VSRUWV�
business people. I picked up some tips 
and tricks, but more importantly An-
drew provided me with the basic hand-
work: “If you do not have two sources, 
\RX�KDYH�QRQH��VR�JHW�GRFXPHQWV�´

“Do not trust anyone, but the person 
you should distrust the most is your-
self. Always ask yourself if you are fol-
lowing the facts or how you would like 
WKHP�WR�EH´��(YHQ�PRUH�LPSRUWDQW�ZDV�
his advice: “When you approach a top-
ic, sit down and imagine the worst, 
most disgusting result possible - and 
rest assured that it will be much worse. 
So never stop researching a topic be-
FDXVH�\RX�WKLQN�\RX�DUH�¿QLVKHG�´

At the same time Andrew confronted 
me with a situation that I abhorred at 
the time, but later was to be of utmost 
importance. Somehow he had the Stasi 
¿OHV� RI� WKH� (DVW� *HUPDQ� VSRUW� ṘFLDO�
Karl-Heinz Wehr, earlier general-sec-
retary of the International Amateur 
Boxing Federation� �$,%$��� ,W� ZDV� LQ-
FUHGLEOH�VWX̆��ZKLFK�,� WUDQVODWHG� IURP�
German for Andrew. He then asked me 
WR�PHHW�ZLWK�:HKU�LQ�%HUOLQ��³MXVW�PDNH�
an appointment”. Wehr was not only 
involved in corruption in his federa-
tion, but covered up the endemic dop-
LQJ�SURJUDPPH�LQ�WKH�(DVWHUQ�EORF�QD-
tions. As we know this resulted in the 
GHDWKV� DQG� SURORQJHG� VX̆HULQJ� RI�
many athletes. Wehr was the last per-
son I wanted to speak to. 
$QGUHZ� WULHG� WR� H[SODLQ� WKDW� ,� ZDV�

not meeting Wehr to become his friend 
and I should not compromise my prin-
ciples. It was a question of profession-
DOLVP�DQG�¿QGLQJ�RXW�WKH�WUXWK��1HHG-
less to say, Wehr sensed my antipathy 
and I made a bollocks of the interview. 
/DWHU�$QGUHZ�FDPH�RYHU�WR�%HUOLQ�DQG�
we visited Wehr together, I as transla-
tor where necessary. It was a lesson 
that served me well later in my re-
search. I often felt that Andrew was be-
ing opportunistic in who he was 
“schmoozing” with. No, he was simply 
being a good journalist, always with his 
eyes on getting the facts.

Andrew had his own style of writing. 
It was popular, it was tabloid, but as he 
H[SODLQHG�� KH� ZDV� QRW� ZULWLQJ� IRU� WKH�
FRUUXSW� VSRUW� ṘFLDOV� DQG� MRXUQDOLVWV��
QRU�IRU�WKH�&(2V�RI�FRPSDQLHV�LQYROYHG�
in international sport. He was writing 
for the fans and the athletes, many of 
them victims of doping, cheating, and 
H[SORLWDWLRQ��7KHVH�ZHUH� WKH�SHRSOH�KH�
wanted to reach. He wrote in a language 
that he believed appealed to them. I re-
member him once doing a presentation 
ZLWK�¿QJHU�SXSSHWV�DW�D�VSRUWV�FRQJUHVV��
The audience loved it. As he often re-
peated: “You have to tell a good story.”

Another thing I shall always be 
thankful to Andrew for was making me 
aware of feminism, or rather the lack of 
it, in my thinking. Again and again, he 
would call me to order where he felt I 
had left out half of humanity in my 

Rebel with a cause
Fighting for the “decent people”: those who want to live in a fair and just society

“Andrew was always on the right 
side of the barricade. Incorruptible. 
There are simply people who you 

know cannot be corrupted.  
Integrity is written all over them.”

With Andrew constantly helping me 
along, my investigation bore fruit and 
VDZ�WKH�OLJKW�RI�GD\�UHVXOWLQJ�LQ�%HUOLQ¶V�
state parliament launching a formal in-
quiry. This was, as always in such par-
liamentary inquiries in Germany, a 
farce. The government that is responsi-
ble does everything to sabotage the in-
quiry, supported by their majority of 
parliamentarians whose only interest is 
a cover-up. Still, it was to be the source 
of documents that revealed what was 
going on in an Olympic bid as had never 
been available before. We had round 20 
ODUJH�DUFK�OHYHU�¿OHV�IXOO�RI�WKHP��0XFK�
RI� WKH� LQIRUPDWLRQ�ÀRZHG� LQWR�FKDSWHU�
15 of The New Lords of the Rings.

Another special quality of Andrew 
was sharing information. I do not think 
he ever held back anything. Once when 
I was staying with Andrew and Clare 
they departed on holiday leaving me 
alone in their house. Andrew told me to 
ZRUN�LQ�KLV�VWXG\��VKRZLQJ�PH�KLV�¿OHV��
DGGLQJ� ³/RRN� WKURXJK� WKHP�� WKHUH¶V�
fascinating material”. It was his com-
plete research of the past couple of 
years. It was not a question of posses-
sion, but common knowledge in a com-
mon struggle to bring about change.
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The GreaT Swindle#AmorAlUniversAlism #ioC John hobermAn

by John hoberman

Andrew and I connected in late 1994 
after he somehow managed to ac-

quire a copy of The Olympic Crisis: 
Sport, Politics, and the Moral Order 
(1986). He telephoned me because he 
was very interested in a term I use in 
the book: “Amoral universalism,” I sug-
gest, is the fundamental principle of 
membership in the Olympic Movement 
and participation in the Olympic 
Games. This principle holds that mem-
bership in the movement must be uni-
versal. It must include the entire Fami-
ly of Man, meaning every nation-state 
RQ�(DUWK��QR�PDWWHU�KRZ�EUXWDO�RU�FULP-
LQDO� WKH� UHJLPH�PD\�EH��$YHU\�%UXQG-
age pioneered this doctrine on behalf of 
his successful campaign to get Ameri-
can athletes to the Nazi Olympics in 
1936, and it has become the bedrock 
reasoning of the IOC as they go into 
business with dictatorial regimes. 

At the same time, the IOC has devel-
oped a rhetoric that legitimizes its rela-
tionships with the political criminals 
who want to stage Olympic Games for 
their own political reasons. These rhe-
torical devices attempt to convince an 
increasingly sceptical world that sport 
has nothing to do with politics, and that 
the IOC’s repeated role as a service 
agency for ambitious dictatorships op-
erates in a realm beyond good and evil. 

This principle has now culminated 
in the Genocide Olympics that will take 
SODFH�LQ�%HLMLQJ�LQ�)HEUXDU\�������7KH�
rationale that underlies amoral univer-
salism is that, if all of humanity does 
not participate in the secular religion 
administered by the IOC, this will fatal-
ly undermine its salvational message 
and its mission to the world that is the 
IOC’s true purpose. The grotesque con-
trast between its claims and the crimes 
and repressions it sponsors seems to 
have eluded IOC members’ attention 
ever since its era of political collusion 
with political evil began in 1936.

We agreed from the beginning of our 
collaboration that the IOC and its project 
FRQVWLWXWH�D�UDFNHW��D�SUR¿WDEOH�DUUDQJH-
ment that operates under false premises, 
that has acquired an enormous cult-like 
following around the world.

Andrew’s courage and tenacity be-
came both legendary and an inspira-
tion to many of us. In this regard I have 
D� OLWWOH� VWRU\� WR� WHOO�� ,Q� -XQH� �����$Q-
drew and I participated in the OATH 
Olympic reform conference that was 
held in New York City and included a 
UHFHSWLRQ�DW�WKH�8QLWHG�1DWLRQV��ZKLFK�
was down the street from our comfort-
able hotel. It turned out that this event 
had been funded by the Canadian bil-
lionaire auto parts magnate Frank St-
ronach. This came about, it seems, be-
FDXVH�KLV�GDXJKWHU�%HOLQGD�ZDV�DW�WKDW�
SRLQW�LQ�D�UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�-RKDQ�2ODY�
Koss, the gold-medal-winning speed 
skater from Norway, who had devel-
oped ideas about reforming the Olym-
pic movement. Its dubious sponsorship 
DVLGH�� WKH� 2$7+� UHIRUP� H̆RUW� GLVDS-
peared as quickly as it had appeared, 
surprising no one who, like Andrew, 
understood the impregnable position 
of the IOC in 1999, even after the 2002 
6DOW� /DNH� &LW\� EULEHU\� VFDQGDO�� -XDQ�
Antonio Samaranch Sr. solved that 
problem by talking deceptive nonsense 
WR� WKH� 8�� 6�� &RQJUHVV� DQG� E\� KLULQJ�
Henry Kissinger to do damage control. 
2Q�D�EHDXWLIXO�-XQH�GD\�GXULQJ� WKH�

conference Andrew and I stood by the 
VFHQLF�(DVW�5LYHU�MXVW�QRUWK�RI�WKH�81�
and had a conversation about his forth-
coming book The Great Olympic Swin-
dle (2000), co-written with Clare Sam-
brook. Andrew told me that the book 
would include a chapter on Gafur Ra-
NKLPRY��DQ�8]EHN�³EXVLQHVVPDQ´��WKHQ�
Vice President of the International 
Boxing Association� �$%,$��� $QGUHZ�
had been working on uncovering Rakh-
imov’s real business. After listening to 
Andrew’s description of Rakhimov and 
his criminal activities, I ventured a 
modest suggestion. Might it be wise, I 
asked, if on this occasion he left this 
gangster out of his book?

He looked at me quizzically. 
The idea had never occurred to him.

John hoBerman is a Professor of Ger-
manic studies at the University of Texas 
at Austin. He is the author of numerous 
FSSOW�ERH�EVXMGPIW�SR�WTSVXW��WTIGM½GEPP]�
on their cultural impact, their relations-
hip with race, and the issue of doping.

analyses. Whenever I write or speak to-
GD\��,�KHDU�$QGUHZ¶V�H[KRUWDWLRQ��

The same is true for negative nation-
alism. I once had a stupid idea for an 
DUWLFOH� SOD\LQJ� RXW� WKH� %ULWLVK� DJDLQVW�
the French. He wrote: “Mathew, we 
GRQ¶W�GR�WKDW�DQ\PRUH´��/HVVRQ�OHDUQW�

Andrew was also not a tunnel-vision 
journalist, not to mention sport jour-
nalist. Since I left investigative journal-
ism and have gone over to economics 
and politics in opposition to main-
stream media, I have never had any of 
my innumerable former colleagues 
UHDG� ZKDW� ,� ZULWH�� 7KH� H[FHSWLRQ� ZDV�
Andrew, who somehow picked up on a 
piece I had written for an American 
blog, and dropped me a line that I was 
spot on with my analysis.

I would like to conclude with some-
thing, which I fear is an ugly secret con-
cerning investigative journalists, who 
are dedicated to furthering the common 
good, not the interests of the 1% or the 
lies of mainstream media. In doing so 
you are challenging the status quo of in-
justice and inequality that dominates 
our society. You are also challenging the 
raison d’etre of mainstream media. This 
is not something they take sitting down. 
They will do everything they can to stop 
you or destroy your reputation. Occa-
sionally there is an upright editor some-
where or a media that wants to burnish 
its “investigative” credentials. Not as 
often as you might think. Thus critical 
journalists, even of Andrew’s stature, of-
WHQ�¿QG� WKHPVHOYHV� LQ�¿QDQFLDO� VWUDLWV��
:KHQ�$QGUHZ�¿UVW�FRQIURQWHG�PH�ZLWK�
WKLV�� ,�ZDV� VKRFNHG��/DWHU� ,�ZRXOG�¿QG�
myself in similar situations. Anyone 
who has gone down this path will have 
H[SHULHQFHG� LW�DQG�NQRZV�KRZ�LW�ZHDUV�
RQ� \RXU� VXEVWDQFH�� %XW� DV� $QGUHZ� H[-
plained, we get through it - somehow.

He was right.
/DVW� EXW� QRW� OHDVW�� RQH� VKRXOG� QRW�

WKLQN� WKDW� $QGUHZ� -HQQLQJV� ZDV� D�
SXUH�EUHG� MRXUQDOLVW�� %H\RQG� DOO� KLV�
brilliant investigations, Andrew was 
simply a good, decent bloke. In my rec-
ollections, that is what dominates.

mathew d. roSe worked for a quarter 
of a century as an investigative journalist 
in Berlin specialised in Organised Political 
Crime. He is one of the founders of the 
RSX�JSV�TVS½X�IHYGEXMSREP�[IFWMXI�JSV�IGS-
nomics, politics, and climate change BRAVE 
NEW EUROPE (www.braveneweurope.
com), where he is an editor and author.

Collusion with the evil
The grotesque contrast between claims and reality in the IOC

mailto:https://experts.utexas.edu/john_hoberman?subject=
mailto:https://experts.utexas.edu/john_hoberman?subject=
mailto:www.braveneweurope.com?subject=
mailto:www.braveneweurope.com?subject=


Sport & politicS, No. 3, JaNuary 2022 28

Jan Jensen The yellow shirT #Collaboration #ekstrabladet #ioC
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in Antalya, where AJ received voting results of the congress at the night before at the hotel bar.

by Jan Jensen

WKHQ�$QGUHZ�-HQQLQJV�SXEOLVKHG�
The Lords of the Rings, he visi-

ted Copenhagen to promote the book. I 
had the opportunity to interview him, 
and I became a fan on the spot.

Andrew became a journalistic role 
model, and over time he also became a 
good friend and a man with whom one 
could always discuss journalism.

He loved bringing journalists to-
gether. He believed that if one were to 
tackle “the bad men” in the big organi-
zations like IOC and FIFA, there had to 
be cooperation across countries and 
continents. At a conference on investi-
gative journalism in New York City in 
1993, Andrew helped make that hap-
SHQ��:H�ZHUH�VL[�MRXUQDOLVWV�IURP�YDUL-
ous Danish newspapers, but before we 
had looked around, Andrew had paired 
us with journalists with the same inter-
ests, from a number of other countries. 
One evening there were 20 of us, men 
and women, dining out in Manhattan, 
and phone numbers, addresses, and 
QRW�OHDVW�LGHDV�ZHUH�H[FKDQJHG�

It will hardly surprise anyone that 
Andrew was the one who spoke the 
PRVW��(QWKXVLDVWLF�DV�DOZD\V��DV�ZHOO�DV�
highly entertaining.

In 1998, I was commissioned to pro-
duce a weekly sports magazine in our 
newspaper, Ekstra Bladet. It was 
named International Sport, and An-
GUHZ� -HQQLQJV� ZDV� HPSOR\HG� IRU� WKH�
¿UVW�WLPH�DW�Ekstra Bladet. He did not 
like tabloid newspapers, and certainly 
QRW�WKH�%ULWLVK��EXW�KH�PDGH�DQ�H[FHS-
tion with us. His job was to travel 
DURXQG� WKH� ZRUOG� DQG� H[SRVH� FRUUXS-
tion in the international sports organi-
sations. We had made some horribly 
XJO\�\HOORZ� W�VKLUWV� IRU� WKH� VWD̆�DW� In-
ternational Sport. Most hid them, but 
not Andrew. He loved those jerseys and 
he wore them when confronting the 
$,%$�SUHVLGHQW�RU�RWKHU�µEDG�PHQ¶�ZKR�
GHVHUYHG� WR� EH� H[SRVHG� RQ� WKH� IURQW�
page of International Sport.

Not surprisingly, Andrew became 
popular among our readers. His lan-
guage, his writing style, and his fearless 
audacity went straight to the heart of 
WKH� UHDGHUV�� 8QIRUWXQDWHO\�� ZH� FRXOG�

only keep International Sport running 
IRU� D� IHZ� \HDUV�� %XW� LW� ZDV� HQULFKLQJ�
while it lasted, and Andrew loved com-
ing to Copenhagen and walking around 
WKH�HGLWRULDO�ṘFH�DQG�H[FKDQJLQJ�LGH-
as for new stories and revelations.

The Olympic Crown Prince

Andrew also enjoyed visiting the free 
town of Christiania several times, 
ZKHUH�µH[FLWLQJ�WREDFFR¶�ZDV�VROG�

In 2009, the Danish Crown Prince 
Frederik had the idea that he would be 
elected to the IOC. It was much against 
the wishes of his mother, Queen Mar-
grethe, but the Crown Prince stood 
¿UP�� 7KH� ,2&¶V� VHVVLRQ� WRRN� SODFH� DW�
the Bella Center in Copenhagen. And 
Andrew was given the task of covering 
everything at the session. 

Andrew completely agreed with 
Queen Margrethe, and he tried hard to 
convince the Crown Prince not to join 
WKH� ,2&�� 8QIRUWXQDWHO\�� ZLWKRXW� VXF-
cess. Although Andrew told the Crown 
Prince much about the many “bad men” 
LQ� WKH�2O\PSLF� VSKHUH�� LW� ERXQFHG� R �̆
Frederik, who ended up being elected.

The Crown Prince sat on the IOC un-
til last year, when he himself chose to 
UHWLUH�� 0D\EH� KH� ¿QDOO\� XQGHUVWRRG�
ZKDW� LW�ZDV�$QGUHZ�ZDV� WU\LQJ� WR� H[-
plain to him in 2009.

Andrew continued to write for our 
paper. Several times I also got my name 
in the bylines. In 2014, we had big plans 
to make a TV documentary for Ekstra 
Bladet about FIFA and Qatar together. 
Money for the project had been raised, 
and Andrew was in Copenhagen several 
times, where plans were made and a 
NLQG� RI� VFULSW� ZDV� GUDIWHG�� 8QIRUWX-
nately, it came to nothing because the 
wrong forces at the newspaper inter-
fered in the enterprise. It still annoys 
me that the project was aborted. It 
would have been wonderful to see An-
drew at full throttle in the role of An-
GUHZ�-HQQLQJV��,W�LV�PRYLH�,�KDYH�WR�MXVW�
play in my head. I think it’s good.

The last time he visited us was in 
2015, where he gave a lecture to our in-
terns. Several of them have since been 
employed at the newspaper, and when 
Andrew’s death became known in Den-
mark, the young people told me that his 
lecture seven years ago had really made 
an impression - especially the part of 
chasing “the bad men”.

The rest of us now have to take care 
of that. It is a heavy legacy to lift.

Jan JenSen works since 1985 at Ekstra 
Bladet. Former news editor, sports editor and 
chief editor. Today sports commentator with 
focus on FIFA, Qatar etc. - contact: 
jaj@eb.dk. Website: www.ekstrabladet.dk

Advantages of Christiana
)RU�VHYHUDO�\HDUV�D�PDQ�LQ�D�\HOORZ�W�VKLUW�ZDV�ÄFKDVLQJ�EDG�PHQ³�IRU�(NVWUD�%ODGHW

mailto:jaj%40eb.dk?subject=
http://www.ekstrabladet.dk
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3RGI�MR�'YQFVME��2ERG]�ERH�.E]�'SEOPI]�[MXL�
AJ and his youngest children. (Photo: private) 

by Jay coakley

As a good friend for over 25 years, 
Andrew was an incomparable jour-

nalist when it came to disclosing the 
fraud and corruption in global sports. 
He was an aggressive and strategic in-
YHVWLJDWLYH�UHSRUWHU��RQH�RI� WKH�¿UVW� WR�
turn his attention to the sacred realm of 
VSRUWV� DQG� H[SRVH�P\WKV� WKDW� DOORZHG�
RUJDQL]DWLRQV� DQG� H[HFXWLYHV� WR� DYRLG�
transparency and accountability in 
ZKDW�WKH\�GLG�WR�EHQH¿W�WKHPVHOYHV�
+LV�VRPHWLPHV�ÀDPER\DQW��GLVKHYH-

led, Columbo-like public style was part 
of a clever presentation of self. It was 
designed to elicit leaks from potential 
informants who knew what was occur-
ring in sports but were hesitant to dis-
close anything to journalists who had 
already been coopted by the power 
structure in sport organizations. As an 
investigator, Andrew never made claims 
that were not supported with hard evi-
dence and on-the-record statements. 
His claims were often so shocking that 
uncritical thinkers were quick to criti-
cize them as too fantastic to be true.

I met Andrew when I attended the 
¿UVW� :RUOG� &RQIHUHQFH� RQ� Women, 
Sport and the Challenge of Change in 
%ULJKWRQ��8.��LQ�HDUO\�0D\�������$V�RQH�
of four men invited to the conference I 
attended a general session. Andrew dis-
creetly observed the session from a bal-
cony above the hotel ballroom. He was 
there because he sought sources willing 
to disclose information related to his in-
vestigation of the men who controlled 
the IOC, national federations, and other 
sport organizations. His focus at that 
time was the 2002 Olympic Winter 
*DPHV�LQ�6DOW�/DNH�&LW\��

During a break, he introduced him-
self and we began conversations moti-
vated in part by my knowledge of The 
Lords of the Rings, and by his interest 
in learning what I knew about the Unit-
ed States Olympic Committee (then 
862&��QRZ�8623&��KHDGTXDUWHUHG�LQ�
Colorado Springs where I lived and 
WDXJKW� DW� WKH� 8QLYHUVLW\� RI� &RORUDGR�

campus there. When I learned that he 
was deep into research for a second and 
third book on the IOC, and knowing 
that he had limited resources, my wife, 
Nancy, and I invited him to stay at our 
home and use our car to continue his 
investigative work in Colorado.

When he arrived in Colorado Springs 
later that year, Nancy and I began an 
H[SHULHQFH�WKDW�ZH�ZLOO�QRW�IRUJHW��2XU�
time with Andrew was frenetic. He hit 
the ground running with an intensity 
that we’d never seen before. I knew 
sports journalists and none of them 
pursued evidence as Andrew did. After 
a few weeks of sharing meals, late-night 
conversations, and driving Andrew to 
where his queries took him, it was clear 
that living with us restricted his work 
VFKHGXOH�� :H� IRXQG� DQ� D̆RUGDEOH�
apartment close to the local library and 
862&� KHDGTXDUWHUV� DQG� IXUQLVKHG� LW�
with things from our house and from 
friends who had met Andrew and want-
ed to support his investigation. Nancy 
loaned him her bike so he could cycle to 
where he needed to be when we could 
not provide transportation.

asked about their knowledge of what 
ZHQW�RQ�EHKLQG�WKH�VFHQHV�DW�WKH�862&��

Andrew quickly discovered that the 
862&�RSHUDWHG�RQ�WKH�EDFNV�RI�YROXQ-
teers and administrative assistants who 
were privy to information because they 
were invisible to the Olympic power 
brokers they served. As I had learned 
IURP�P\�H[SHULHQFH��862&�H[HFXWLYHV�
and federation directors were mostly 
white men making good livings and 
WDNLQJ� OX[XU\� WULSV� ZKLOH� WKHLU� DVVLV-
tants and volunteers did much of their 
work. Andrew saw these marginalized 
workers as potential sources. Some no 
ORQJHU�VX̆HUHG�IURP�¿YH�ULQJ�IHYHU�DQG�
were willing to share what they knew 
and provide leads to other sources.

One memory from Andrew’s time in 
Colorado Springs was being with him 
and his ever-present voice recorder as 
KH�HQWHUHG�862&�KHDGTXDUWHUV�WR�TXHV-
WLRQ� WKH� H[HFXWLYHV�ZKRVH�ṘFHV�ZHUH�
RQ�WKH�VHFRQG�ÀRRU�RI�WKH�EXLOGLQJ��:H�
ZHUH�VWRSSHG�RQ�WKH�VWDLUV�E\�WKH�862&�
LQIRUPDWLRQ� ṘFHU� DQG� D� VHFXULW\� GH-
tail. Andrew immediately began asking 
questions, but we were assertively es-
FRUWHG� R̆� WKH� 862&� FDPSXV� DQG�
banned from returning. I regularly re-
turned to use the library and see friends 
who worked there but Andrew did the 
UHVW�RI�KLV�862&�ZRUN�LQFRJQLWR��

Andrew left Colorado after months 
of constant investigative work and writ-
ing. We stayed in touch and felt good 
when The New Lords of the Rings was 
published in 1996 and when he and 
Clare Sambrook published The Great 
Olympic Swindle in 2000. When An-
drew and I talked in 2014 I suggested 
that he write a memoir in the form of a 
VHULHV�RI�DUWLFOHV��%XW�KLV�VWURNH�LQ������
left him facing challenges that inter-
fered with research and writing.

Andrew is an unforgettable human 
being whose indefatigable obsession 
with uncovering and disclosing untold 
truths about the most powerful sport 
organizations in history provides les-
sons for those of us who ask critical 
questions about sports. We will miss 
him and remember his friendship, en-
ergy, investigative skills, and how proud 
he was of his children. Trying to keep up 
with Andrew was impossible but listen-
ing to him was always an informative 
H[SHULHQFH�� $QGUHZ¶V� FRQWULEXWLRQV� WR�
making the world a better place consti-
tute an impressive legacy that has and 
will continue to inspire others.

7KH�H[SHULHQFH 
of hosting an  
investigative 

reporter

Andrew’s focus at that point was dis-
FRYHULQJ�ZKDW�SHRSOH�DW�WKH�862&�DQG�
national federations knew about 
everything from the Olympic bid pro-
cess to current planning for the upcom-
LQJ������6DOW�/DNH�&LW\�*DPHV��'XULQJ�
our regular meals and drink sessions 
we marveled at what Andrew learned 
about Colorado Springs, the local pow-
er structure, the inner workings of the 
862&��DQG�WKH�SHRSOH�ZKR�PDQDJHG�DQ�
LQÀXHQWLDO�SULYDWH�IRXQGDWLRQ�WKDW�UHJ-
XODUO\�VXSSRUWHG�862&�LQWHUHVWV��0XFK�
of this information was new to me even 
after living in Colorado Springs for 22 
years. I was amazed at what he uncov-
ered at the local library and learned 
while chasing down documents and 
talking with people who had never been 
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by alan tomlinson 
and John sugden

Find out what the villains are up to 
DQG� WHOO� WKH� ZRUOG�� �� WKLV� ZDV� WKH�

principle which guided the intrepid in-
vestigative journalism characteristic of 
$QGUHZ�-HQQLQJV¶�ZRUN�WKURXJKRXW�KLV�
career in the press and related media 
outlets. 2XU� RZQ� H[WHQVLYH� LQYHVWLJD-
tive research into football’s world gov-
erning body FIFA was inspired and 
kick-started by Andrew following an 
HQFRXQWHU�LQ�WKH�86$�LQ�������3ULRU�WR�
the football World Cup we were attend-
ing a conference hosted by the North 
American Society for the Sociology of 
Sport (NASS) held in Savannah, Geor-
JLD��-HQQLQJV�ZDV�D�NH\QRWH�VSHDNHU�DW�
this event, invited on the back of his im-
pactful book The Lords of the Rings 
co-authored with Vyv Simson.

In that book which focussed on the 
shifting balance of power in world sport 
governance, the authors noted how 
ZKDW�KDG�EHHQ�D�YLUWXDO�QRUWKHUQ�(XUR-
pean monopoly on sporting power bro-
kerage was being challenged by an 
HPHUJLQJ� VRXWK� (XURSHDQ� DQG� /DWLQ�

American cartel of post-colonial usurp-
ers. Notable among them was the Span-
LDUG�-XDQ�$QWRQLR�6DPDUDQFK��WKH�KHDG�
RI� WKH� ,2&�� DV�ZHOO� DV� -RmR�+DYHODQJH��
WKH� %UD]LOLDQ� ZKR� KDG� WULXPSKHG� RYHU�
(QJOLVKPDQ� 6WDQOH\� 5RXV� WR� EHFRPH�
president of FIFA. At the conference 
-HQQLQJV� VXPPDULVHG� PXFK� RI� WKLV� LQ�
his keynote address, but he went on to 
admonish his audience - mostly sport 
academics from a range of disciplines - 

The following morning with An-
drew’s chastening commentary still 
ULQJLQJ� LQ� RXU� HDUV��ZH� VDW� LQ� D� FR̆HH�
bar in the nearby resort of Tybee Island 
and agreed to do something to address 
his concerns. After copious cups of free 
EODFN� FR̆HH� ZH� KDG� GUDIWHG� WKH� EDUH�
bones of what would mature to become 
the book proposal for FIFA and the 
Contest for World football (1998) and 
so our journey into the murky world of 
WKH� +DYHODQJH�%ODWWHU� ),)$� '\QDVW\�
�+%)'��ZRXOG�EHJLQ�LQ�HDUQHVW�

We set ourselves a pretty ambitious 
agenda, bringing principles of investi-
gative journalism alongside forms and 
strategies of the New Journalism (Tom 
Wolfe, Hunter S. Thompson) to bear 
upon an interdisciplinary, academical-
ly-framed study of the growth of world 
football and the shenanigans of those 
ZKR� HPHUJHG� WR� JRYHUQ� DQG� H[SORLW�
what became such a cash cow for the 
greedy, self-serving and corrupt. 

In a piece published in 2011 in the 
International Review for the Sociology 
of Sport (Vol.46, No.4: 387-398) An-
drew referenced French sociologist 
3LHUUH�%RXUGLHXµV� UDWLRQDOH� IRU� FULWLFDO�

Hunger for documents
On the cooperation of investigative journalists and investigative academics

“We are being sued by FIFA 
and Blatter!”

“Bloody brilliant …  
we’ll get him in a court room 

in England and 
make him tell the truth!”

for being too tame in their approaches 
to investigating potential abuses of pow-
er in sports’ major global institutions; 
being too ready to accept propaganda 
churned out by their public relations de-
partments, accepting it uncritically as 
an accurate representation of reality. 
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... but Messrs. were also working at day time - the proof: FRANK BRANDSÅS managed to get the only photo of Sepp Blatter‘s fall at the FIFA congress.

sociology that could contribute to a 
“political morality” by “working inces-
VDQWO\�XQYHLOLQJ�KLGGHQ�GL̆HUHQFHV�EH-
WZHHQ� ṘFLDO� WKHRU\� DQG� DFWXDO� SUR-
gress – between the limelight and the 
backrooms of political life”. Andrew’s 
patient doggedness, his hunger for doc-
uments and evidence, his contempt for 
the crooks and criminals spouting hy-
perbole and lies, allied to his sheer grit 
and determination, made him the mas-
WHU�RI�UHYHODWLRQ�DQG�H[SRVp��XQYHLOLQJ�
generations of self-aggrandizing hypo-
crites and ruthless crooks, fraudsters 
and embezzlers. 
,Q�$QGUHZ¶V�RZQ�IRUPXODWLRQ��³¿QG�

a gap between the polished public face 
and the sordid reality” of an institution 
and then follow the evidence trail, gath-
HULQJ�� VQL̇QJ�� VLIWLQJ�� DQDO\VLQJ�� FRQ-
WH[WXDOLVLQJ��\RX�WKHQ�KDYH�D�FRQWULEX-
tion to the advance of “public 
NQRZOHGJH´��:KHQ�WKH�)%,�DQG�WKH�86�
'HSDUWPHQW� RI� -XVWLFH�� ZRUNLQJ� ZLWK�
documents and leads provided to them 
E\� $QGUHZ� LQ� $XJXVW� ������ H[SORGHG�
the ticking time bomb of FIFA corrup-
tion in May 2015, the public knowledge 
made possible by his assiduous track-
ing and evidence-gathering was a glob-
al sensation.

Andrew won plenty of awards, but 
has said that one thing he is “really 
proud of“ is the suspended jail sentence 

DQVZHUHG�WKH�SKRQH�DQG�-RKQ�EOXUWHG�
out our predicament: 

“We are being sued by FIFA and 
%ODWWHU�´��
$QGUHZ¶V�UHVSRQVH��³%ORRG\�EULOOLDQW�

«�ZH¶OO�JHW�KLP�LQ�D�FRXUW�URRP�LQ�(QJ-
land and make him tell the truth”.
³:KDW�DERXW�WKH�OHJDO�FRVWV"´��-RKQ�

stammered.
“Don’t worry about it”, Andrew 

FDOP\�VDLG��FRQ¿GHQW�DQG�FRFN\�DW�WKH�
same time, “He’ll never set foot in a 
court outside of Switzerland, so if I 
were you, I’d just forget about it and it 
will disappear”.

And so, it did:  thanks Andrew, from 
the both of us. 

This was Andrew’s style: dramatic 
and calm, plotting and planning, all at 
the same time - and forever speaking 
with a mischievous tone, close to a grin 
RI�GHOLJKW��:KHQ�KH�NQHZ�WKDW�WKH�)%,�
had two co-operating witnesses ready 
to support indictments of FIFAcrats 
and crooks, Andrew, in an e-mail to 
Alan in December 2013, simply typed:

“Goody goody”.
8QIRUJHWWDEOH���WKDW¶V�ZKDW�$QGUHZ�LV�

alan tomlinSon and John Sugden, both 
professors at University of Brighton, were 
EQSRK�XLI�½VWX�EYXLSVW�XS�TYFPMWL�SYXWXER-
dingly researched, critical books about FIFA 
(see next page). Their books are must-reads.

that came his way in Switzerland for 
saying that the IOC president Sama-
ranch was corrupt; he added too that he 
ZDV� ³TXLWH� FKX̆HG´� WR� KDYH� EHHQ�
banned from FIFA press conferences 
and premises since 2003, for publish-
ing a documented story about Sepp 
%ODWWHU¶V�VHFUHW�ERQXVHV�

Fancy FIFA lawyers

In the summer of that year both of us 
��$ODQ�LQ�%ULJKWRQ��-RKQ�LQ�(DVWERXUQH�
- received court papers from our local 
%DLOL̆V� 2̇FH�� 2XU� ERRN� Badfellas: 
FIFA Family at War, part of a large 
canon of work on FIFA that we had pro-
duced, had come out earlier in the year, 
and in essence the papers - served also 
to our publisher, and to Amazon Ger-
many - amounted to an attempt to sue 
us for allegedly causing “injuries to the 
SHUVRQDOLW\´� RI� 6HSS� %ODWWHU�� DQG� WR�
FIFA itself and to stop the distribution 
of the book. We read the court papers, 
sent from Switzerland by fancy lawyers 
1REHO�	�+XJ��ZLWK�D�FRPELQDWLRQ�RI�H[-
FLWHPHQW�DQG�DQ[LHW\�

Panicking a little as we did not want 
to lose our houses in an unbalanced le-
gal battle with one of the world’s richest 
sporting organisations, Andrew’s legal 
WXVVOH�ZLWK�WKH�,2&�FDPH�WR�PLQG��-RKQ�
gave him a call to seek his advice. He 
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The legend remains
by thomas kistner

I wrote an RELWXDU\� IRU� $QGUHZ� -HQ-
nings, the pioneer of investigative 

sports journalism, for the Süddeutsche 
Zeitung��%XW�WKLV�LV�WKH�ṘFLDO�SDUW��DQG�
of course only the essentials can be pre-
sented in such an article, rough brush-
strokes, a few things to tell the large 
sports audience about the life’s work of 
WKLV�H[WUDRUGLQDU\�VSRUWV�MRXUQDOLVW�
$QGUHZ� ZDV� VR� H[FHSWLRQDO� LQ� KLV�

manner as in his work that he deserves 
lasting tributes. 

In our newspaper, for which he him-
self had written a number of articles, he 
ZDV�JLYHQ�D�IDUHZHOO�DV�D�MRXUQDOLVW��%XW�
I am sure that the many colleagues 
from all over the world who will com-
PHQW�KHUH�SHUVRQDOO\�DERXW�$-��RQ�KLV�
work, his single-mindedness, his sharp-
ness of thought, in other words, that all 
those colleagues will illuminate the fac-
ets of his unique nature.

Many of these memories we share. 
Andrew was also a great networker, 
which is why many here, probably 
most, have known each other for a long 
time as well. So I will limit myself to a 
small, personal memory.

Andrew entered the sports journalis-
tic stage with a bang: in 1992 with the 
book The Lords of the Rings�� %RRP��
Four years later, the The New Lords of 
the Rings followed. It was once again a 
standard work for the guild of sports 
journalists - something the vast major-
ity of them rejected out of hand at the 
time. Andrew, the bird of paradise with 
the eccentric appearances in conferenc-
es and in front of cameras, the ironical-
O\�ÀDWWHULQJ�TXHVWLRQHU�LQ�KLV�WLPHOHVV��
sand-coloured, ballpoint-pen-studded 
waistcoat. He whole appearance was 
the antithesis of a caste of reporters 
who often left the impression that they 
would have preferred to become sports 
ṘFLDOV�WKHPVHOYHV�LQVWHDG�RI�MXVW�ZULW-
ing servilely about them.

After the Atlanta Games in 1996, An-
drew turned to a new subject area. It 
was, after all, the beginning of the peri-
od when FIFA was pushing its way past 
the IOC. We had kept in touch after our 
¿UVW�PHHWLQJ�LQ�0RQWH�&DUOR�LQ�DXWXPQ�
1993 when the 2000 Games were 
awarded to Sydney. When FIFA came 
LQWR�$-¶V�IRFXV��ZH�PHW�IRU�D�WKUHH�GD\�

crash course in Munich. From then, to-
JHWKHU�ZLWK�-HQV�:HLQUHLFK�� ,�KDG� WKH�
pleasure of marvelling at and accompa-
nying Andrew’s rapid forays into the 
world of football sports politics. The 
RQO\� VWULNLQJ� GL̆HUHQFH� EHWZHHQ� KLP�
and us was that he had absolutely noth-
ing to do with the sport itself.

Many people will say everything 
about this fabulous colleague, both 
right and important. He left no one un-
moved and always left his mark - in 
whatever way.  He was a full profes-
sional, detective, hero of meticulous 
work and who loved a celebration. He 
was more than a friend; he was a con-
stant for decades. A constant compan-
ion, even in logistical matters. A true 
FRQ¿GDQW��7KH�PDQ�ZKR�IRU�PDQ\�\HDUV�
was not even allowed into the foyer of 
PDMRU� VSRUWV� FRQIHUHQFHV�� %XW� KH� DO-
ZD\V� KDG� WKH� EHVW� LQIRUPDWLRQ�� (YHQ�
about what was going on there, where 
he was not allowed to go.

We had endless conversations, by no 
means only professional ones. These 
are the images and words that stay in 
RXU�PLQGV��%\�WKH�ZD\��PDWH��KDYH�ZH�
ever had a conversation in which we 
dispensed with our mutual banter? 
'RQ¶W�PHQWLRQ�WKH�ZDU��$-�
We continued the banter in practi-

cally every e-mail we sent each other. 
We always invented names for each 
RWKHU�WKDW�¿WWHG�LQWR�WKH�UHVSHFWLYH�WRS-
ic of conversation:
'HDU�6HSS�
+L�-XDQ�
%RQMRXU�-DFTXHV�
'HDU�-RmR�
At the 2010 World Cup in South Af-

ULFD�� ZH� FRUUHVSRQGHG� DV� -RJL� DQG�
Fabio, after the coaches of our national 
teams, who also met there. 

When I look back, I wonder was that 
actually work? In any case, work was 
QHYHU�PRUH� SOD\IXO� WKDQ� ZLWK� $-�� QRW�
even in Skype sessions that lasted all 
QLJKW��-RNHUV��ODXJKLQJ�DQG�MRNLQJ��H[-
FKDQJLQJ� GRFXPHQWV� ZKRVH� H[SORVLYH�
nature in time set the sports world 
quivering. That, too, is part of Andrew’s 
legacy.

Farewell, Mountain Man. 
<RX� DUH� PLVVHG�� %XW� VRPHRQH� OLNH�

you will never be forgotten.
My very best wishes,
7KH�/DNH�0DQ�

;LIR�XLI]�[IVI�]SYRK��4EVMW������ 
A few more books about FIFA and the IOC, 
about politics, corruption and crime in world 

sports, just a small collection.  
What all these books have in common is that 
they were written in close cooperation with 

Andrew Jennings - and their authors are also 
contributing to this this magazine.

https://www.sueddeutsche.de/sport/andrew-jennings-tod-fifa-journalist-1.5504587
https://www.sueddeutsche.de/sport/andrew-jennings-tod-fifa-journalist-1.5504587
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The Incomparable
As a pioneer whose work was crucial for uncovering the culture of corruption in world 
VSRUW�$QGUHZ�-HQQLQJV�VHW�QHZ�DQG�KLJKHU�VWDQGDUGV�IRU�WKH�FRYHUDJH�RI�VSRUW�SROLWLFV
by Jens seJer andersen, founder 

and international director 
of Play the game

An uncompromising and relentless 
investigative reporter, Andrew 

-HQQLQJV�ZDV�DOZD\V�RQ�WKH�URDG�FKDV-
LQJ�GRFXPHQWV�DQG�IDFWV�WKDW�FRXOG�H[-
pose the shady side of sports business, 
always eagerly seeking collaboration 
with likeminded spirits, always in com-
bat mode when facing spin doctors, 
lawyers, media pundits and sports 
OHDGHUV� WU\LQJ� WR� H[FXVH� WKH� LQH[FXVD-
ble. He became a role model for future 
generations of journalists from the day 
in the early 1990s when he started to 
uncover corruption, greed, and mis-
management at the heart of the inter-
national Olympic movement.

Had Andrew’s death happened be-
fore the turn of the century, the news 
would have provoked a sigh of relief 

rolling loudly through the corridors of 
SRZHU� LQ� LQWHUQDWLRQDO� VSRUW�� %XW� KLV�
legacy reaches far beyond the time 
ZKHQ�KH�ZDV�WKH�¿UVW�LQYHVWLJDWLYH�MRXU-
nalist to break the walls of silence and 
conspiracies in world sport, and new 
generations of athletes, activists and 
journalists are today busy building on 
his heritage and holding sports politi-
cians accountable.

As a young man he grew up in a 
ZRUNLQJ�FODVV� QHLJKERXUKRRG� LQ� /RQ-
don in the 1950s where the local heroes 
were the veterans from the Spanish 
&LYLO�:DU�� DQG�$QGUHZ� -HQQLQJV� WRRN�
DOPRVW� SHUVRQDO� R̆HQVH� ZKHQ� KH�
learned that the International Olympic 
Committee (IOC), claiming to be a 
leader of the world youth and  striving 
for world peace and high educational 
ideals, was led by a former minister in 
)UDQFR¶V� IDVFLVW� 6SDLQ�� -XDQ� $QWRQLR�
Samaranch (who died in  2010).

+LV� LQGLJQDWLRQ� LQVSLUHG� KLV� ¿UVW�
ground-breaking sports book The 
Lords of the Rings (1992), co-authored 
with Vyv Simson, which earned both 
DXWKRUV� D�¿YH�GD\� VXVSHQGHG� MDLO� VHQ-
tence in the court of Canton de Vaud in 
/DXVDQQH� IRU� GHIDPDWLRQ� RI� WKH� ,2&��
and Andrew was banned for years from 
,2&�HYHQWV��+H�ZHQW�VROR�ZLWK�WKH�QH[W�
book The New Lords of the Rings 
�������� H[SRVLQJ� IXUWKHU� FRUUXSW�SUDF-
tices in international sports federations 
and the IOC. The duo of books set com-
pletely new and higher standards for 
journalistic coverage of sport and fed 
the global outrage triggered by the Salt 
/DNH� &LW\� 6FDQGDO�� 7KDW� VSDUNHG� WKH�
IOC reform programme that came un-
GHU�FULWLFDO�VFUXWLQ\�LQ�-HQQLQJV¶V�QH[W�
book The Great Olympic Swindle 
(2000, co-author Clare Sambrook).
1H[W��-HQQLQJV�WXUQHG�KLV�DWWHQWLRQ�

to FIFA.
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,Q�������-HQQLQJV��ZKR�E\�QRZ�KDG�
built a reputation in the headquarters 
of sport – in the eyes of the top leaders 
a very controversial one - attended a 
FIFA press conference and asked only 
RQH� TXHVWLRQ�� ³+HUU� %ODWWHU�� KDYH� \RX�
ever taken a bribe?” The question was 
not meant to trigger an admission by 
the FIFA president but was a signal and 
an invitation to honest workers in FIFA 
to come forward with what they knew.
6L[�ZHHNV�ODWHU��DQ�DQRQ\PRXV�),)$�

ṘFLDO� DUUDQJHG� D� VHFUHW� PLGQLJKW�
PHHWLQJ� LQ� =�ULFK� WKDW� ZRXOG� SURYLGH�
-HQQLQJV�ZLWK�WKH�¿UVW�DUPIXO�RI�FRP-
promising documents and contacts for 
WKH�QH[W�VWHSV�LQ�KLV�UHVHDUFK�

The rest is sports history. Drawing 
upon the FIFA documents and the in-
vestigation carried out by Swiss author-
LWLHV�RI�WKH�GHIXQFW�,6/�PDUNHWLQJ�FRP-
SDQ\�� -HQQLQJV� FRXOG� XQUDYHO� ),)$¶V�
PD¿D�VW\OH�EXVLQHVV�LQ�KLV�ERRN�FOUL! 
The Secret World of FIFA: Bribes, 
Vote-Rigging and Ticket Scandals 
(2006). His journalism earned him a 
ban from FIFA events and multiple le-
gal threats from FIFA, but FIFA never 
followed through by suing him, and 
-HQQLQJV�WRRN�),)$¶V�UHVSRQVH�DV�FRP-
pliments on his credibility. 

Networks, the spirit of sharing

$�VHTXHQFH�RI�%%&�Panorama docu-
mentaries on FIFA, researched and 
SUHVHQWHG�E\� -HQQLQJV�� FRQWULEXWHG� WR�
the international impact of his work. 
Most importantly, his book and writ-
ings drew the attention of investigators 
�DQG�VRFFHU� IDQV��ZRUNLQJ�IRU� WKH�8�6��
WD[�DXWKRULW\��WKH�,56��DQG�IRU�WKH�)%,��
7KH\� FRQWDFWHG� -HQQLQJV� LQ������DQG�
asked him to assist them in their secret 
criminal investigation into FIFA. 
:KHQ� WKH� 'HSDUWPHQW� RI� -XVWLFH�

�'R-�� ¿QDOO\� WRRN� DFWLRQ� LQ�0D\� �����
DQG� 6HSS�%ODWWHU�ZDV� IRUFHG� WR� UHWLUH��
$QGUHZ� -HQQLQJV� VWDUWHG� ¿OPLQJ� KLV�
¿IWK� DQG� ¿QDO� %%&� Panorama pro-
gramme, summing up 15 years of re-
search in FIFA, Sepp Blatter and Me. 
:KLOH�¿OPLQJ�VRPH�RI�WKH�ODVW�VHTXHQF-
HV�LQ�1HZ�<RUN��$QGUHZ�-HQQLQJV�VXI-
fered a stroke which put restraints on 
his work capacity in his last years.

For Play the Game�� $QGUHZ� -HQ-
nings became an invaluable and gener-
ous ally in the pursuit of democracy in 
VSRUW�� +H� ZDV� WKH� ¿UVW� LQWHUQDWLRQDO�
VSHDNHU�DW�WKH�RSHQLQJ�RI�RXU�¿UVW�HYHQW�

entitled Sport, Media and Civil Society 
LQ�������DQG�KLV�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�OLW�D�¿UH�LQ�
WKH� DXGLHQFH�� +LV� ¿HUFH� DWWDFNV� RQ�
sports media and corrupt sports lead-
ers provoked participants to ask ques-
tions like: “My editor is the best friend 
of our Olympic boss – how can I write 
the stories you propose?”

Andrew gave a smart answer:
³1HWZRUN��*LYH� \RXU� VWRU\� WR� D� FRO-

league in a neighbouring country. 
When they publish it, then your news-
paper has to write what they write 
about your countrymen.” 

Not only did this presentation en-
sure that the goal of the conference was 
IXO¿OOHG� IURP� WKH� ¿UVW� �� � WR� XQLWH� LQ� D�
concern over the lack of freedom of 
speech in sport - it also established net-
working as the order of the day. 

YHVWLJDWRUV�DURXQG�WKH�ZRUOG�EHQH¿WHG�
from Andrew’s generosity in sharing 
advice, information, and contacts with 
those he trusted. He understood from 
the start that building networks around 
the globe was a strategic journalistic re-
sponse if you wanted to match the 
closed international freemasonry es-
tablished by the top sports leaders.

His trust in like-minded colleagues 
was equalled by his open contempt for 
those who practice “almost criminally 
bad standards of reporting; laziness, 
reluctance to ask questions, a reliance 
RQ�SUHVV�UHOHDVHV´��DV�KH�VDLG�DW�RXU�¿UVW�
event. He attacked those journalists 
who line up to have their photos taken 
with “the emperors of sport” and accept 
too much “hospitality from the people 
they are supposed to report on.”

His unrelenting criticism of the 
sports establishment and its followers 
inevitably earned him enemies. 

In fact, since 1997 there is not a sin-
gle other person I have had to discuss 
DV�IUHTXHQWO\�ZLWK�VSRUWV�ṘFLDOV��DFD-
demics, journalists, and others in our 
network. His critics would deem him 
VHOI�SURPRWLQJ�� H[DJJHUDWLQJ�� WDEORLG��
intimidating – and I was even told his 
presence was “harmful to Play the 
Game’s�FUHGLELOLW\´�

My response to this advice? Yes, An-
drew may sometimes be a bit of all of 
WKLV��VR� OHW�PH�R̆HU�WR�GLVLQYLWH�KLP�LI�
you can point me to any other person 
who has as much evidence to support 
as much insight on sport’s governing 
bodies as he has. There the conversa-
tion always ended. 

Sending secret agents

7KH� H̆RUWV� WR� VXSSUHVV� $QGUHZ� DW�
Play the Game did not stop at slander-
ing. IOC and FIFA had more in their 
WRROER[�� 7KH\� ZRXOG� DFWLYHO\� DQG� VH-
FUHWO\� WHOO� PHPEHUV� DQG� ḊOLDWHV� WR�
keep away from our conferences, and 
some would feel that they had better 
take the advice. In 2002, we received 
no less than four last-minute apologies 
from FIFA-related speakers who had 
FRQ¿UPHG� WKHLU� UHDGLQHVV� WR� GHEDWH�
with Andrew, including the head of 
South Africa’s bid for the World Cup, 
'DQQ\�-RUGDDQ��DQG�,VVD�+D\DWRX��WKHQ�
Vice President of FIFA and President of 
CAF. On a few hours’ notice, the Gener-
DO� 6HFUHWDU\� RI� WKH� 'DQLVK� )$� �'%8���
-LP� 6WMHUQH� +DQVHQ�� KDG� WKH� JXWV� WR�

“I loved Andrew’s straightforward 
manner when meeting people. 

He had this twinkle in his eye that 
said: ‘we are on the same side’. 
Always entertaining to be in his 

company. R.I.P. Andrew.“

Maria Suurballe 
Conference Manager Play the Game

At the end of this event, which we 
ODWHU�XQGHUVWRRG�ZDV�WKH�¿UVW� LQWHUQD-
tional event ever gathering multiple 
types of stakeholders in sports political 
discussions, the delegates formed the 
Sports Intelligence Unit��6,8��QHWZRUN�
which served as a kind of networking 
JURXS�IRU�WKH�QH[W�IHZ�\HDUV�
%XW� WKHUH� ZDV� DOVR� D� PRUH� SULYDWH�

side to Andrew’s support. When in 
1998 he came to Denmark again to pick 
up the Gerlev Prize, I rode on a bus 
ZLWK�KLP�DFURVV�=HDODQG�DQG�EHPRDQHG�
the lack of dynamics in our new net-
work. I was about to give up.

“I think you should give it just one 
more chance,” Andrew insisted, and his 
moral support was decisive for the fact 
WKDW�,�GLG�SHUVHYHUH��/DWHU��KLV�SDUWQHU�
Clare Sambrook advised me on a few 
communication aspects, and together 
we developed the name Play the Game.
)RU� WKH� QH[W� VHYHQ� Play the Game 

FRQIHUHQFHV� XQWLO� ������ $QGUHZ� -HQ-
nings took part from the beginning to 
the end, practicing the networking he 
always preached as a key to journalistic 
success. Numerous researchers and in-
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Play the Game Award 2011

The jury: “They have always been accused of 
exaggerating the problems in FIFA, but last year 
has shown that they were understating, Over the 
years, Jennings and Weinreich have been despi-
sed, criticised and excluded from doing their 
job by sports leaders, politicians, and even by 
their own colleagues. Still, they have been deter-
mined in pursuing their investigations. They not 
only sought, but also found the documentati-
on, and that is a great achievement which has 
been fundamental for the world public’s under-
standing of FIFA as it is today, They are a symbol 
of the idea of Play the Game, which is that 
by researching, documenting, exposing, discus-
sing, publishing, co-operating and asking ques-
tions in a global network we can help each 
other and contribute to better sports policies.“

jump in and make sure that Andrew 
would have an opponent. 

Instead of accepting our invitations 
and allowing people to engage with An-
drew, FIFA would send secret agents, 
ie. participants without a FIFA name 
tag, but with a clear mission: to register 
what Andrew said on stage and in the 
bar. In 2002 it was the infamous Peter 
+DUJLWD\�� %ODWWHU¶V� DGYLVRU�� D� FRQVXOW-
DQW�ZLWK�H[SHUWLVH�LQ�WKH�VKDG\�VLGH�RI�
business. From 2005 to 2009, it was 
less prominent people, and we amused 
ourselves with seeking them out. 

Finally, in 2011, the new head of com-
munication at FIFA, Walter de Grego-
rio, decided to register for the Play the 
Game conference in Cologne as one of 
KLV�¿UVW�GXWLHV��$OWKRXJK�KH�SUHIHUUHG�WR�
stay among the audience, his presence 
led to a memorable clash. Referring to 
his Italian background, de Gregorio pro-
tested at Andrew labelling FIFA as ma-
¿D�� EXW� $QGUHZ� H[SODLQHG� WKDW� ),)$�
WLFNHG�DOO�WKH�ER[HV�LQ�WKH�DFDGHPLF�GH¿-
nition of this kind of crime syndicate.

Get the documents!

What the critics would often over-
ORRN�ZDV�WKDW�$QGUHZ¶V�ÀDPER\DQW�DQG�
streetwise approach would never stand 
a chance if it had not been backed up by 
hard work and rigorous documenta-
tion. I often heard him teach younger 
journalists never to build their stories 
on innuendo and anonymous sources. 
His motto was short and sharp: “Get 
WKH� GRFXPHQWV�´� 0RUHRYHU�� $QGUHZ¶V�
loud and entertaining storytelling was a 

deliberate way of reaching the audience 
that he really cared about: the fans, the 
working people who pay the bills of in-
ternational sport through tickets and 
subscription fees. I had the great pleas-
ure of sharing the stage with Andrew on 
D� IHZ�RFFDVLRQV� LQ�/DWLQ�$PHULFD��DQG�
his rapport with audiences young and 
old was second to none. His jokes, his 
gestures, his mimicry easily broke the 
ice and the language barriers. It was 
QRW�DOZD\V�HDV\�WR�EH�WKH�QH[W�VSHDNHU��
EXW�IRU�VXUH�ZH�KDG�IXQ�
%DUULQJ� D� IHZ� LQGLYLGXDOV�� LQWHUQD-

tional sports leaders never admitted 
that Andrew was right and that they 
should have embraced his stories be-
cause it gave them the information 
needed to wipe out corruption in their 
own ranks. It was really not the mes-
senger that was the problem, it was the 
substance of the message, and history 
SURYHG�KLP�ULJKW��+H�ZDV�QRW�H[DJJHU-
ating, on the contrary. In his case, like 
in most other cases of investigative 
journalism in sport, far more serious 
crimes are discovered when police and 
public prosecutors decide to act on the 
basis of journalistic revelations.

There was for instance an evening in 
=�ULFK�LQ�0DUFK������ZKHUH�,�ZDV�DW-
WHQGLQJ�D�8�1��PHHWLQJ�DQG�FRLQFLGHQ-
tally heard that the trio that worked so 
hard digging into FIFA, Thomas Kist-
QHU��-HQV�:HLQUHLFK�DQG�$QGUHZ��ZHUH�
also in town. We met for a beer or two, 
and I was amazed to see how they bub-
bled with joy over what they had just 
KHDUG�LQ�WKH�FRXUW�RI�=XJ��$�FRQ¿UPD-
tion that FIFA’s biggest marketing 

SDUWQHU��,6/��KDG�SDLG�EULEHV�ZRUWK�����
million Swiss Francs to FIFA and other 
sports leaders in the 1990s. Not even 
these hard-headed FIFA critics had 
been able to imagine the scope of the 
systemic corruption.

Choose the opposite direction

Typically, this unprecedented scan-
dal went largely unnoticed by the global 
media. It is hard to imagine how silent 
and complicit the world of sport poli-
tics was before 2010. Today, sport is 
subject to much more critical informa-
tion and debate, caused by snowballs 
WKDW�$QGUHZ�-HQQLQJV�ZDV� DPRQJ� WKH�
¿UVW� WR� UROO�� )RU� KLV� LQFRPSDUDEOH� HI-
forts we gave him the Play the Game 
Award in 2011, and we will remain 
grateful as long as sport will need inde-
pendent and fearless watchdogs.

I think our colleague and friend An-
GUHZ� -HQQLQJV� VKRXOG� JHW� WKH� ODVW�
ZRUGV��ZKLFK�ZHUH�DOVR�VRPH�RI�WKH�¿UVW�
words spoken at our conferences. Dur-
LQJ�WKH�¿UVW�KDOI�RI�KLV�FDUHHU�ZKLFK�KH�
spent investigating corruption in Scot-
land Yard and other sectors of society, 
he learned a lesson that he brought 
with him into sport:

“When the pack of reporters go in 
one direction – go in the opposite di-
rection. Avoid the crowd, stay away 
from the mob of quick turnaround 
news-bite reporters, and go away and 
dig until you think you are getting to 
some truths. Some independent truths 
are better than none.”
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Perhaps the most painful moment in Joseph Blatter‘s 
career as FIFA‘s top administrator for almost 40 years, 
apart from his forced departure from the FIFA throne a 
few weeks later: In July 2015, he was pelted with dollar 
banknotes by British comedian Lee Nelson in Zurich. The 
picture is a piece of sports politics history. One can see 
the shock on his face. He knows that these pictures will 

go around the world. (Photo: IMAGO/PAnOrAMIC)
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by sePP blatter

In my 41 years at FIFA, I was not always treated with kid 
gloves by the media - even though I used to be a journalist 

myself and am still a proud honorary member of the Associa-
tion of International Sports Journalists (AIPS). 

Among the biggest critics of FIFA, and of me personally, 
ZDV�XQGRXEWHGO\�$QGUHZ�-HQQLQJV��:H�PHW�DJDLQ�DQG�DJDLQ��
%XW�,�FRXOG�QRW�FDOO�KLP�D�IULHQG��

At the same time, I have great respect for him and his work. 
He was a tough opponent and a relentless researcher. 

His horizon did not end at the sidelines. Where other jour-
QDOLVWV�VWRSSHG�ZRUNLQJ��-HQQLQJV�RQO\�EHJDQ��

With his books and articles, he held up a mirror to us - and 
even if I disagree with much of what he wrote, I take my hat 
R̆�WR�KLP��%HFDXVH�RI�KLV�DWWLWXGH�KH�ZDV�DQ�RXWVLGHU��DQG�RI-
WHQ�KDG�WR�IROORZ�RXU�PHGLD�FRQIHUHQFHV�IURP�D�GLVWDQFH��%XW�
he stood for the importance of journalism as the fourth estate 
OLNH�QR�RWKHU�LQ�KLV�¿HOG�RI�DFWLYLW\��
3HUVRQDOO\��,�ZDV�QRW�FORVH�WR�KLP��%XW�FROOHDJXHV�GHVFULEH�

WKH�VFLRQ�RI�D�/RQGRQ�ZRUNLQJ�FODVV�IDPLO\�DV�DVWXWH�DQG�HGX-
cated, gregarious and feisty, fearless and helpful. 
6LQFH�WKH�����V��-HQQLQJV�KDV�SXUSRVHIXOO\�EXLOW�XS�DQ�LQ-

ternational network. Probably rather involuntarily, he also 
played into my hands, for it was not least the work of Andrew 
-HQQLQJV� WKDW� XQFRYHUHG� FHUWDLQ� DEXVHV� DQG� WKXV� WULJJHUHG�
the reform process in FIFA.
,W�ZDV�D�VDG�LURQ\�RI�IDWH�WKDW�KH�VX̆HUHG�D�VWURNH�ZKLOH�UH-

searching a TV documentary on the events surrounding the 
2015 FIFA Congress. He never recovered from it. Since then, 
-HQQLQJV�KDV�OLYHG�LQ�VHFOXVLRQ��%XW�KLV�ZRUN�KDV�VHW�VWDQG-
ards to this day.

When I heard about his death, it made me thoughtful, be-
FDXVH�ZLWK�KLP�D�SHUPDQHQW�¿[WXUH� LQ�VSRUWV� UHSRUWLQJ�KDV�
gone into eternity. When I look at what is happening in FIFA 
WRGD\��,�ZRXOG�EH�JODG�LI�$QGUHZ�-HQQLQJV�ZHUH�VWLOO�KHUH��

Rest in peace Andrew.

“When I look at 
what is happening in 

FIFA today, 
I would be glad if  
Andrew Jennings 

were still here”
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Bob Munro (Photo: THOMAS SØNDERGAARD)

8QLTXHO\�UDPEXQFWLRXV� 
uniquely resolute

by ezequiel fernández moores

Maracay, Venezuela. 12 or 13 No-
YHPEHU� ������ �DP� DSSUR[LPD-

tely (alcohol sustains the debate): What 
is the blessed moment in a discussion?  
'HVSLWH�P\� LQDGHTXDWH�(QJOLVK�DQG�

GL̇FXOW\� LQ� XQGHUVWDQGLQJ� $QGUHZ�
-HQQLQJV¶� VRPHZKDW�VWURQJ�DFFHQW� �KH�
never listens to my pleas to speak slow-
ly, please) it comes when we talk about 
that which, for better and for worse, 
FRQVWLWXWHV�XV��-RXUQDOLVP��

I asked Andrew how he managed to 
write for newspapers such as the Daily 
Mail that were in some cases, in my 
YLHZ��FKDXYLQLVWLF��[HQRSKRELF�DQG�VH[-
ist. “Very easy,” he replied, “I only read 
if my article is OK, I don’t look at the 
rest of the paper.”

I liked this vision of him as a star 
journalist but also as a salaried worker. 
The idea that, in most cases, we couldn’t 
be responsible for where we worked, 
ZKHWKHU�DW�WKH�%%&�RU�LQ�WKH�VR�FDOOHG�
tabloids but that we are responsible for 
what we write or say. We don’t own the 

by bob munro

AV� LQ� OLIH� VLQFH� ,�¿UVW�KDG� WKH�JRRG�
fortune to meet Andrew over two 

decades ago, since his death two weeks 
ago I’ve surprisingly, frequently and 
warmly smiled a lot. I’ve even enjoyed 
UHOLYLQJ�DQG�UHÀHFWLQJ�RQ�RXU�DOZD\V�YL-
vid discussions over a drink, a meal or a 
telephone. As we unfortunately agreed 
on so many important issues, we often 
had to dig deeper for something to di-
sagree about so we could again enjoy 
another lively and healthy argument.

While happily reconnecting with An-
drew during the last weeks and then 
thinking about what to write, I decided 
to focus on his always memorable pres-
ence. Andrew is so multi-talented and 
multi-faceted that many happy and dis-
tinctive words kept competing for atten-
WLRQ�� %XW� WZR� ZRUGV� LQ� SDUWLFXODU� NHSW�
resurfacing: rambunctious and resolute. 

They also recurred in two distinctive 
variations. With his many friends, An-
drew was always delightfully and reso-
OXWHO\� UDPEXQFWLRXV�� %XW� IRU� WKRVH� LQ�
his cross-hairs, he was always discon-
certingly and rambunctiously resolute.

Exuberant, irrepressible

What his friends admired and en-
joyed as always being boisterous, 
H[XEHUDQW� DQG� LUUHSUHVVLEOH�� WKRVH� LQ�
his cross hairs considered unruly, dis-
ruptive and unmanageable. And what 
we cherished and respected as being 
persistent, tenacious and courageous, 
they considered stubborn, relentless 
DQG�XQFRPSURPLVLQJ��%XW�ZKDW¶V�PRVW�
distinctive is, whether by friend or 
self-proclaimed foe, Andrew proudly 
embodied and even cheerfully em-
braced all of those contrary descrip-
tions as reassuring compliments.

In the mid-1840s when American 
philosopher and civil disobedience pio-
neer Henry David Thoreau was jailed 
RYHUQLJKW�IRU�UHIXVLQJ�WR�SD\�D�SROO�WD[�
to support what he considered an ille-
JDO�ZDU�DJDLQVW�0H[LFR��KLV�IULHQG�DQG�
SRHW�(PHUVRQ�UHSRUWHGO\�YLVLWHG�KLP�LQ�
jail and asked “Henry, what are you do-
ing in here?”, to which Thoreau replied 

³8QGHU� WKHVH� FLUFXPVWDQFHV�� :DOGR��
what are you doing out there?”

Andrew took a similar approach 
ZKHQ�¿UVW�EDQQHG�E\�WKH�,2&�DQG�WKHQ�
FIFA for asking inconvenient questions 
GXULQJ�WKHLU�SUHVV�EULH¿QJV��,QVWHDG�RI�
being embarrassed or intimidated, An-
drew proudly and deservedly boasted 
about his bans in his many articles and 
books and, like Thoreau, constantly 
FKDOOHQJHG�DOO�RI�XV� WR� UH�H[DPLQH�RXU�
own values, engagement and, like him, 
¿QGLQJ�WKH�FRXUDJH�QHHGHG�WR�VXSSRUW�
our convictions.
8QLTXH�LV�D�JUHDWO\�DEXVHG�DQG�PLV-

XVHG� WHUP�� %XW� LQ� $QGUHZ¶V� FDVH�� LW¶V�
uniquely appropriate. There’s never 
been, and there never will be, another 
investigative journalist or person or 
friend as uniquely rambunctious and so 
uniquely resolute as Andrew. 
$QGUHZ� -HQQLQJV� FRQWLQXRXVO\� VHW�

new and high standards of profession-
DOLVP�DQG�LQWHJULW\��¿UVW�IRU�KLPVHOI�DQG�
WKHQ�IRU�WKRVH�LQ�SXEOLF�ṘFH��1RZ��LQ�
fond and grateful remembrance of our 
peerless colleague, fearless friend and 
always reliable ally, we all have a duty 
to ensure his high professional and in-
tegrity standards continue to be re-
spected and upheld worldwide.

BoB munro is the Founder/Chairman 
of the Mathare Youth Sports Association 
(MYSA, 1987) and top-tier professional club 
Mathare United FC (MUFC, 1994) and a 
founding Director of the Kenyan Premier 
LeagueL Ltd (KPL, 2003). In 2015, he 
received the biennial Play the Game Award 
for strengthening the ethical values of sport.
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paper, we own our articles and our 
YRLFH��,Q������.HQ�/RDFK�SUHVHQWHG�KLV�
¿OP�My Name is Joe. I always preferred 
the title chosen for the Hispanic audi-
ence: Mi nombre es todo lo que tengo 
(My name is all I have).

The discussion that night in Vene-
zuela with Andrew (we were invited to 
SUHVHQW�LQ�0DUDFD\�DORQJ�ZLWK�-HQV�6H-
jer Andersen) came to a head when 
-HQQLQJV� FRQ¿GHG� WR� PH� WKDW� )%,�
agents had interviewed him and that he 
ZDV�H[FKDQJLQJ�LQIRUPDWLRQ�ZLWK�WKHP�
about FIFA corruption. 

“In South America,” I told Andrew, 
“the part of the world where I was born, 
)%,�LV�D�EDG�ZRUG��,W¶V�OLNH�VD\LQJ�&,$��
Coups against popular governments 
and support for savage dictatorships. 
They don’t act for the good of the peo-
ple, they act only to look after their own 
interests”. 

Only seven years before, Venezuela 
LWVHOI� KDG� VX̆HUHG� D� FRXS� G¶pWDW� WKDW�
lasted only two days and which the 
8QLWHG� 6WDWHV� ZRUNHG� DORQJVLGH� WKH�
coup plotters, as they have done in al-

PRVW�����FRXSV�WKDW�/DWLQ�$PHULFD�KDV�
VX̆HUHG�LQ�WKH�ODVW�FHQWXU\��7KH\�FDOO�XV�
Washington’s backyard for a reason. 

I reminded Andrew of his always an-
ti-imperialist political outlook, which 
HYHQ� EHOLHYHG� WKDW� %ULWDLQ� VKRXOG� UH-
turn possession of the Falkland Islands 
WR�$UJHQWLQD�� ³%XW� WKH\�ZRXOG�KDYH� WR�
take Prince Andrew with them too,” 
-HQQLQJV�DGGHG��DQG�ODXJKHG�

In our work we are obliged to stick 
our feet in the mud. A very high per-
centage of our sources are people who 
have life track records, criminal records 
UDWKHU� WKDQ� H[HPSODU\� ZRUNLQJ� &9V��
They can be dubious people who leak 
information to us just because they are 
out of the business, and who of course 
are not obliged to tell us the truth. 
2ND\��OHW¶V�JHW�GLUW\��%XW�«
³7KH�)%,�$QGUHZ"´�6LQFH�ZKHQ�ZDV�

WKH� 8QLWHG� 6WDWHV� LQWHUHVWHG� LQ� ³WKH�
good of football”? Wasn’t it really more 
interested in the business of football? 

That night, all my political disquisi-
tions and prejudices, my ethical debate 
about the profession, crashed into the 

most logical answer: Andrew told me 
that at last the real powers that be were 
interested in his investigations. No 
longer just a tabloid newspaper that 
published his articles, or that tribune of 
democratic discussion that was always 
Play the Game, nor his reports for the 
%%&��1R��)RU�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH��$QGUHZ�IHOW�
that his long years of investigative jour-
QDOLVP� ZHUH� ¿QDOO\� EHLQJ� KHDUG� E\� D�
SRZHU�JUHDWHU�WKDQ�+DYHODQJH�RU�%ODW-
ter. A power strong enough to demolish 
the old FIFA empire. Andrew didn’t 
FDUH�LI�WKDW�SRZHU�ZDV�WKH�)%,�

That steadfast determination to step 
in Andrew’s mud made me always think 
of him as my favourite muckraker in 
sports journalism. 

I became very interested in the “rake 
PHQ´��WKH�PXFNUDNHUV��DV�WKHQ�86�3UHV-
ident Theodore Roosevelt disparaging-
ly called the journalists who between 
the late 1800s and early 1900s investi-
gated monopolies, tycoons and political 
corruption in his administration. 
3LRQHHUV� VXFK� DV� /LQFROQ� 6WH̆HQV�

who published in 1903 in McClure’s 

The muckraker 
who always 
had hope
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Compañeros para toda la vida: 
Andrew Jennings with the wonderful 

Argentinian journalists Pablo Vignone and 
Ezequiel Fernández Moores. 
(Photo: PTG/ NIELS NYHOLM)

magazine The Shame of the Cities about 
municipal corruption in New York, 
Washington and other cities; David 
Graham Phillips who in 1906 published 
in Cosmopolitan a series of nine arti-
cles called The Treason of the Senate 
DQG�ZKR�SRLQWHG�WR�-RKQ�5RFNHIHOOHU�DV�
“the chief despoiler of the American 
people”. Or Ida Tarbell and her series 
RQ� WKH� PRQRSRO\� DQG� H[WRUWLRQ� RI�
Standard Oil. Or Samuel Adams and 
WKH�KHDOWK�FDUH�UDFNHW��7KRPDV�/DZVRQ�
DQG� WKH� ¿QDQFLDO� VSHFXODWRUV�� 8SWRQ�
6LQFODLU�DQG�IRRG��$PEURVH�%LHUFH�DQG�
the railways. child labour and even the 
miseries of journalism. Many of these 
articles were published by media ty-
coon William Randolph Hearst, Orson 
Welles’ Citizen Kane, who also used his 
empire to fuel racial hatred, entertain 
and defend his special interests.

The big sports corruption scandal of 
the time was the eight Chicago White 
6R[�SOD\HUV�EDQQHG�IRU�OLIH�IURP�EDVH-
EDOO�LQ������RQ�FKDUJHV�RI�PDWFK�¿[LQJ��
The investigation was published by 
Hugh Fullerton in The New York 
Evening Post��RZQHG�E\�-RVHSK�3XOLW]-
er. It was a major scandal, shattering 
early on the supposedly idyllic world of 
sport that most of the press portrayed 
WR�XV��³7KH�RQO\�KRQHVW�VSRUW�LV�¿VKLQJ�´�
said journalist Charles Dryden ironical-
ly. We all know that, because of its pop-
ularity and business, sports reporting 
ended up becoming pure entertain-
ment shopping. We know that most of 
WKH�SUHVV�PDGH�D�GHDO�ZLWK�VSRUW�LQ�H[-
FKDQJH� IRU� H[FOXVLYH� EURDGFDVWV� RI�
matches, interviews and bribes to beat 
their competition. And that one of the 
IDPRXV� SUHVV� PD[LPV� �³JRRG� QHZV� LV�
no news”) did not apply to sport. Sport 
was the realm of “good news”. 

%XW�WKHUH�ZHUH�H[FHSWLRQV��RI�FRXUVH��
$QG� LQ� WKRVH� H[FHSWLRQV� ZH� KDG� WKH�
strength of a hurricane, the courage, 
hard work and ability of a man called 
$QGUHZ� -HQQLQJV�� P\� PXFNUDNHU�
friend. I say my friend because, beyond 
his histrionics and his irreverence, we 
want to remember not only the journal-
ist we admire, but also the friend. A 
VKRZPDQ�H[WUDRUGLQDLUH� LQ�HDFK�RI�KLV�
H[SRVpV�� D� VWDU� LQ� WKH� VPDOO� ZRUOG� RI�
sports investigative journalists, Andrew 
ZDV��SDUDGR[LFDOO\��RQH�RI�WKH�PRVW�JHQ-
erous colleagues I have ever known.

„But I can hope“

3HUKDSV�LW�PD\�EH�PRUH�QDWXUDO�WR�H[-
change information between journalists 
who are known and close to each other. 
%XW� $QGUHZ� ZDV� HTXDOO\� JHQHURXV� WR�
journalists from distant countries and 
VPDOOHU�PHGLD��,�H[SHULHQFHG�LW�SHUVRQ-
DOO\�LQ�RXU�LQLWLDO�FRQWDFWV�LQ�WKH�¿UVW�HGL-
tions of Play the Game. Always availa-
EOH�� DOZD\V� H[FKDQJLQJ� LQIRUPDWLRQ��
always a funny and sharp human. 

In recent years, he used to ask me to 
talk to him on Skype. I would lie and 
tell him I didn’t have Skype. He would 
PDNH�XS�DQ\�H[FXVH��6WULFWO\�VSHDNLQJ��
I preferred him to answer me in writ-
LQJ�� ,�ZDV�DIUDLG� WKDW�P\�EURNHQ�(QJ-
lish (and his thick accent, I said) would 
ORVH� ZRUGV� DQG� PHDQLQJ�� /XFNLO\� ,�
lured him into a reply by email in 2014 
when I asked him (as he was born in 
Scotland) his opinion on the Scottish 
independence referendum. I pass on 
the beautiful response verbatim. 
,�WKLQN�LW�LV�DV�D�JRRG�UHÀHFWLRQ�RI�P\�

friend as anything …
“I was born in a small windy indus-

trial town on Scotland’s East coast, be-

tween Edinburgh and Dundee. My par-
ents moved to London and 30 years 
passed before I returned, to work for 
the Scottish newspapers. Then it was 
back to London and Manchester - but 
wherever I am in the world I listen on-
line every Saturday night to the won-
derful piping programme on BBC Scot-
land. (Bagpipes to foreigners!)

Why is a Yes vote so exciting? A 
IULHQG�� D� IRUPHU� 6FRWWLVK� IRRWEDOO� Ṙ-
cial - and an honest one - said to me, 
µ<RX� NQRZ� $QGUHZ�� ZH� DUH� GL̆HUHQW�
people’. He was right. Cross the border 
LQWR� D� GL̆HUHQW� FXOWXUH� RI� SROLWLFV� DQG�
music, and now passionate conversa-
tions as Scots re-discover how much 
they enjoy being Scots, not Britons.

What stimulated us to the edge of in-
dependence? Blame Margaret Thatch-
er. She used Scotland as a test bed for 
her noxious neo-liberal politics. She im-
posed new taxes on Scotland and de-
stroyed industry, allowing no time for 
civilised de-industrialisation.

Imagine you live in Scotland, Cur-
rently you are governed from West-
minster - a lifetime away. Listen to the 
accents of a resurgent ruling class - the 
upper-class posh boys from Eton Col-
lege, now millionaires and privatising 
our caring welfare state.

Last week they woke up to the risk to 
their – not ours – precious Union and 
told us that if we depart their vile value 
system, they will screw Scotland’s econ-
omy. They already screwed the whole of 
Britain. It can only get better for Scots.

Now, I am nearly home. I look out of 
my writing room window at the hills of 
Southern Scotland. They are only 20 
miles away but the border is between 
us. I live in England and cannot vote. 
But I can hope!”.

by Pablo Vignone

AQGUHZ�-HQQLQJV�EHFDPH�D�KXJH�LQ-
ÀXHQFH� RQ� P\� MRXUQDOLVP� FDUHHU�

IURP� WKH�PRPHQW� ,�¿UVW�KHDUG�KLP� LQ�
person on November 14th, 2000, in 
Copenhagen, during his presentation 
to the Play the Game conference. “It is 
an insult that the IOC tells us that it 
works better than democracy,” he roa-
red. Two years later, also in Copenha-
gen, he pioneered my learning of Inter-
net research. I still apply what I learned 

from him to my work today. Years later, 
RQ�RQH�RI�KLV� YLVLWV� WR�%XHQRV�$LUHV�� ,�
WRRN�KLP�WR�VHH�WKH�%RFD�-XQLRUV�VWDGL-
um to see a football match. Driving my 
car, we passed in front of the building 
of the Argentine Football Association, 
WKH�¿HIGRP�RI�-XOLR�+XPEHUWR�*URQGR-
QD��%HLQJ�D�6XQGD\��LW�ZDV�FORVHG��,�LQ-
vited him to take a picture, as a way of 
saying to Grondona “I follow your every 
footsteps.” He refused.

“Investigate, yes; provoke, no.”
$QGUHZ� SURYRNHG� DOO� WKH� WLPH�� %XW�

KH�DOZD\V�GLG�LW�IDFH�WR�IDFH��LQ�WKH�ÀHVK�
I will deeply miss him.

Face to face
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Reykjavik, 2007. At the workshop of his friend James Oliver.. (Photo: PTG/ NIELS NYHOLM)

by craig lord

I can’t recall the precise words Andrew 
-HQQLQJV�XWWHUHG�ZKHQ�ZH�¿UVW�VSRNH�

but after introducing himself it went 
something like: “I’ve got some docu-
ments and I need a swimming brain. 
Fancy a chat?” 

So began the fun of learning that led 
WR�WKH�-XO\�����������SXEOLFDWLRQ�LQ�The 
Times of a game-changing lead story on 

the front page and a double-page 
spread inside the paper under head-
OLQHV�VXFK�DV�µ,QTXLU\�LQWR�VZLP�FKLHI¶V�
ORWWHU\� OLQNV� ��1DWLRQDO�/RWWHU\¶�� µ)LUP�
SDLG� WKRXVDQGV� IRU� WLH�XS¶�� DQG� µ)URP�
shopkeeper’s son to a squire - Hamilton 
%ODQG¶��

The year or so it took to get the job 
done remains one of the most instruc-
WLYH� DQG� GHYHORSPHQWDOO\� VLJQL¿FDQW�
episodes of my journalistic career.

7KH�1DWLRQDO�/RWWHU\�DQG�LWV�IXQGLQJ�
RI� 2O\PSLF� VSRUW� LQ� %ULWDLQ� ZDV� QHZ�
back then. I was familiar with it not 
only as a swimming writer who had re-
ported Paul Palmer’s post-silver-medal 
speech in which he followed the 400m 
IUHHVW\OH�¿QDO�DW�WKH�$WODQWD������2O\P-
SLF�*DPHV�ZLWK�D�FU\�RI�¿QDQFLDO�KHOS�
because, while the Games was a mul-
ti-billion-dollar business building, he 
had, well … nothing to show for it but a 
silver that might have been gold if he 
had had the chance to train in an Olym-
SLF�VL]HG�SRRO��IRU�H[DPSOH�
7KHQ� WKH� 8.� 3ULPH� 0LQLVWHU� UH-

sponded with a pledge to get a National 
/RWWHU\�UROOLQJ�DQG�ULQJ�IHQFH�IXQGV�IRU�
sport. Great - but rich pickings for those 
spotting business opportunities in the 
PL[��LW�ZRXOG�WXUQ�RXW��
:KHQ�WKH�VWRUP�EURNH�LQ�-XO\�������

The Time’s leading article at the helm 
of its opinion section noted:

“The patchwork nature of lottery 
grant distribution gives powers of pa-
tronage to a huge variety of individuals, 
some of them in situations where public 
DQG�SULYDWH� LQWHUHVWV� FDQ� FRQÀLFW�� ,W� LV�
important that the spending process be 
devolved as far as possible from minis-
ters, but the lottery must be protected 
from anyone who might see an opportu-
QLW\�WR�EHQH¿W�SHUVRQDOO\�«�7KH�6SRUWV�
&RXQFLO�ZDV�ULJKW�WR�H[SUHVV�LWV�GLVTXLHW�
two years ago and it is remarkable that 
the Amateur Swimming Association 
(ASA) has not taken action until now.”

Relentless, resilient rock

)RU� µXQWLO�QRZ¶�UHDG� µEHFDXVH�DQ� LQ-
vestigation by journalists forced the 
sports authority to take action even 
though for months on end the ASA 
leadership headed by David Sparkes 
KDG� EDFNHG� %ODQG¶V� YHUVLRQ� RI� HYHQWV�
and threatened us with legal action’. 
,W�ZDV�0D\������ZKHQ�DQ�ṘFLDO�LQ-

TXLU\� UXEEHU�VWDPSHG� DOO� RXU� H̆RUWV�
DQG� FRQ¿UPHG� WKDW� WKH� LQYHVWLJDWLRQ�
led by Andrew had been spot on. Ham-
LOWRQ�%ODQG��D�PDQ�,¶G�NQRZQ�MXVW�DERXW�
all my life through swimming, would 
SD\�D�SULFH��FKLHÀ\�IRU�KDYLQJ�DFWHG�DV�D�
facilities consultant for the ASA while 
taking money for recommending spe-
FL¿F� W\SHV� RI� IDFLOLWLHV�� OLNH� PRYDEOH�
ÀRRUV��WR�FOLHQWV�WKDW�LQFOXGHG�ORFDO�DX-

“Slayer of the corrupt”
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thorities using public money (some of it 
lottery sourced) to provide sports ven-
ues stretching from local community 
IDFLOLWLHV�WR�WKH�ODUJH�DQG�H[SHQVLYH�YD-
riety that hosts national and interna-
tional competitions. 
7KH�YHUGLFW�LQ��WKH�%%&�DQG�WKH�$6$�

KDG�OLWWOH�FKRLFH��%ODQG�KDG�WR�JR���DQG�
never return, as the then Sports Minis-
ter Chris Smith put it to The Times. 
7KURXJKRXW�LW�DOO��$QGUHZ�-HQQLQJV�

was a relentless, resilient rock, an is-
land of calm and patience rooted in a 
relentless and steely determination and 
dedication to seeking out those who 
might help us get to the truth. 

Fact-checking: the air he breathed

He had done it all before on various 
investigations in other realms. Keeping 
a meticulous record and tucking away 
HDFK� SLHFH� RI� HYLGHQFH�� ([KLELW� $� DQG�
RQ� WR�KRZHYHU�PDQ\�H[KLELWV� LW�ZRXOG�
WDNH�WR�H[SRVH�EDG�SUDFWLFH�DQG�LOO�JRW-
ten gains underpinned by secrecy, An-
GUHZ�WDXJKW�PH�WKH�VWDUN�GL̆HUHQFH�LQ�
stories that can be handled on the sur-
face and those that take time; those 
that require us to dive into depths, 
sometimes time and again, in search of 
undeniable proof of Actus reus (the 
guilty act).

In 1996-97, we drank a lot of tea and 
had a lot of laughs and celebrated each 
passing discovery that helped build a 
body of evidence from which there was 
no escape. Fact-checking was the air he 
breathed, his opinion of the wrongdo-
LQJ�DQG�ZURQJGRHUV�KH�H[SRVHG�VHUYHG�
up with lashings of cream on a rich cake 
RI�MXVWL¿HG�GHOLJKW�

In its obituary of Andrew, The Times 
QRGGHG�WR�WKH�JORULRXV�µKHUH�ZH�JR¶�PR-
ment in his hunting down of corruption 
among football leaders at FIFA when 
KH� DVNHG� ),)$�3UHVLGHQW� 6HSS�%ODWWHU�
DW� D� PHGLD� FRQIHUHQFH�� ³+HUU� %ODWWHU��
Have you ever taken a bribe?”
%RRP��0DQ\�MRXUQDOLVWV�LQ�WKH�URRP�

would not have dared to ask that ques-
tion but then they hadn’t done their 
homework like Andrew had and by the 
time he landed the punch of inquiry, he 
already knew the answer.

In 2015, when  police authorities 
¿VKHG�),)$�JUDQGHHV�RXW�RI�WKHLU�KRWHOV�
RQ� WKH� ZD\� WR� SURVHFXWLRQ�� -HQQLQJV�
told The Washington Post:

“These scum have stolen the people’s 
sport. They’ve stolen it, the cynical 

thieving bastards. So, yes, it’s nice to 
see the fear on their faces.”

It was fuel and motivation to hit the 
day running for every investigative re-
porter out there. There are moments in 
journalism when you feel thoroughly 
ashamed to be associated with the 
worst version of the profession. An-
GUHZ�-HQQLQJV�ZDV�D�PDQ�ZKR�PDGH�DOO�
reporters worth their salt feel a rush of 
pride as he aimed a sharp quill at the 
fragile bubble fraudsters like those at 
FIFA had imagined to be a wall of steel 
guarding their secrets.

He had great faith in his view that 
the world is full of whistleblowers wait-
ing for a knock on the door from a jour-
nalist they can trust. 

In 2015, as the FIFA “scum” were 
FDUWHG�R̆��KH�WROG�The Independent:

IRU�VHYHQ�ZHHNV¶�EHFDXVH�-DFN�:DUQHU�
took the money’. I hope it’s a painless 
death. You can’t just walk into someone 
else’s sports culture and take it away 
EXW�WKDW¶V�ZKDW�%ODWWHU¶V�GRQH�´

That scenario plays out in every sin-
gle Olympic sports federation, Omertà 
WKH�DOWDU�DW�ZKLFK�NH\�¿JXUHV�IURP�OHDG-
ing sports nations continue to worship.

In that sense, this is the perfect place 
IRU�D�WULEXWH�WR�$QGUHZ�-HQQLQJV��ZKR�
had little good to say about media re-
porting “1-0 To X” in screaming head-
lines while ignoring the elephant in the 
room of big-business sport: massive 
corruption and bad practice of the kind 
that actively ostracises and harms ath-
letes, coaches, whistleblowers and any-
one in sport who reaches for transpar-
ency, democracy and rights, such as 
fair play and decent pay, for all. 

“Inspire the next generation”

With Andrew, the story was never 
done. His long term was life and life-
long. When the crooks had been caught, 
he continued to campaign for total 
transparency at FIFA so that all its 
transactions are available to view on-
line. Many Olympic sports federations 
are yet to catch up on such practises. 

Andrew also spoke at seminars “to 
LQVSLUH� WKH� QH[W� JHQHUDWLRQ� RI� LQYHVWL-
gative reporters” as The Times put it. 

He once said: “Google has its uses, 
but it doesn’t do what a journalist is 
supposed to do. Shoe leather is cheap. 
That’s how I get the story. If you walk 
down any suburban street, there is a 
story behind every door. There are peo-
ple who work in factories, good people, 
that bad things happened to, and they 
are waiting for a knock on the door.”

RIP Andrew, slayer of the corrupt, 
champion of the voiceless and powerless 
and an inspiration for all who are or who 
aspire to be an investigative journalist - 
or simply want the truth to be told. 

craig lord has covered every Olympic 
Games as a Swimming Correspondent for 
The Times and Sunday Times since 1989. In 
the past 30 years, Lord was at the forefront 
of reporting the doping and governance 
scandals in FINA. Lord has edited and written 
SwimVortex.com and State of Swimming 
during the past decade. He is a recipient 
of the Media Awards of the International 
Swimming Hall of Fame and the Ameri-
can Swimming Coaches Association.

“You know that everywhere, 
in any organisation, if there is any 
sign at all of how corrupt the peo-
ple at the top are, there’s decent 

people down in the middle 
management, because they’ve got 
mortgages, they’ve got children to 
put through school. They are just 
employees and they will have a 

sense of proper morality.”

Watching from afar, I was gripped 
by the Senate hearings into FIFA in Au-
JXVW� ����� DIWHU� WKH� )%,� KDG� URXQGHG�
WKH�OHDGHUV�XS��,�XVHG�$QGUHZ�-HQQLQJV¶�
testimony, point by point, to demon-
strate to a swimming audience why 
Olympic sport needed to face the same 
process of truth before reconciliation. 
7KHUH�ZHUH�PDQ\�JHPV�LQ�WKH�PL[��

Omertà the altar

(YHU\RQH�NQHZ��VDLG�$QGUHZ�WR� WKH�
hearing, that in soccer bids you have to 
“pay to play”. As such it was “so silly of 
(QJODQG´�WR�HYHQ�KDYH�SXW�LQ�D�ELG�JLY-
HQ�WKDW�WKH\��OLNH�WKH�86$��WHQG�QRW�WR�
enter races that need the runners to pay 
bribes, he added, to the merriment of 
many. After describing “stakeholders” 
DV�³%ODWWHU¶V�PDWHV´��-HQQLQJV�PDNHV�D�
point that ripples out to many sports: 
³,I�\RX�ZDQW�WR�GLH�\RXQJ��FRPH�WR�(QJ-
land and stand outside Arsenal, Man-
FKHVWHU�&LW\��0DQFKHVWHU�8QLWHG��/LYHU-
SRRO��(YHUWRQ��DOO�WKH�ELJ�FOXEV�DQG�VD\�
µZH¶UH�JRLQJ�WR�VWRS�\RX�KDYLQJ�IRRWEDOO�

https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/andrew-jennings-obituary-xt3j30zjd
https://twitter.com/StateOfSwimming
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US Senate‘s hearing „Olympic Site Selection 
Process“ on Salt Lake City and IOC corruption, 

%TVMP��������7GVIIRWLSX�'�7TER


by lars Jørgensen

I ZDV�ZDUQHG�RI�$QGUHZ�-HQQLQJV�ORQJ�EHIRUH�,�WUDYHOOHG�WR�/DXVDQQH�LQ�)H-
EUXDU\� ����� WR� FRYHU� WKH� ¿UVW� ZRUOG�
conference on doping in sport as his 
partner in crime. “Andrew talks a lot. 
%XW� GRQ¶W� ZRUU\�� +H� LV� D� IDQWDVWLF� UH-
porter, and he is a good guy who enjoys 
smoking cigarettes and drinking beers. 
+DYH�IXQ�´�-DQ�-HQVHQ��WKH�VSRUWV�HGL-
tor at Ekstra Bladet, told me.
+H�ZDV� ULJKW��:KHQ� ,�¿UVW�PHW�$Q-

GUHZ�LQ�WKH�WUDLQ�IURP�*HQHYD�WR�/DXV-
anne, he didn’t stop talking until we 
arrived at our hotel, and I left him to 
rest my ears for a while in my room.

Still hearing his voice in my ear, I al-
most regret that I had given up my old 
job as a crime reporter to cover sport 
SROLWLFV�� %XW� ,� NQHZ� WKDW� $QGUHZ� KDG�
been a crime reporter too. And from his 
columns in Ekstra Bladet, I knew that 
he was the best in my new business. I 
QHHGHG� WR� ¿QG� RXW� KRZ� WR� ZRUN� ZLWK�
him. Then I remembered my editor’s 
advice about having fun. I joined the 
ROG�µWDONLQJ�KHDG¶�DW�WKH�EDU�IRU�D�VPRNH�
and beer and decided to learn as much 
as I could from him. That is a decision, 
I have never regretted. I soon learned 
that Andrew was a good listener too.

At a time when the Festina scandal 
DQG�WKH�6DOW�/DNH�&LW\�VFDQGDO�KDG�FRQ-
¿UPHG�$QGUHZ¶V�ORQJ�WLPH�GRSLQJ�DQG�
corruption allegations against the IOC, 
KH�ZDV�KDYLQJ�D�SDUW\�LQ�/DXVDQQH��DQG�
so was I. During the conference, An-
drew was proudly wearing a yellow 
t-shirt from Ekstra Bladet’s marketing 
department that was so ugly that I re-
IXVHG�WR�ZHDU�LW��%\�ZHDULQJ�WKH�W�VKLUW��
he deliberately tried to attract attention 
from other news media at the confer-
ence in case the IOC decided to cancel 
KLV�,2&�DFFUHGLWDWLRQ�DW�KLV�¿UVW�YLVLW�WR�
/DXVDQQH�LQ�HLJKW�\HDUV�

In 1994, Andrew was in absentia giv-
HQ�D�VXVSHQGHG�VHQWHQFH�RI�¿YH�GD\V�LQ�
prison with a probation of three years 
for having broken an old Swiss defama-
tion law with The Lords of the Rings.
1RZ��LW�ZDV�SD\EDFN�WLPH��$W�WKH�¿UVW�

press conference, a New York Times re-
porter asked the IOC’s Director Gener-
al François Carrard if the IOC had any 
plans to give Andrew an apology now 
that his allegations of Olympic corrup-

WLRQ�ZHUH�ṘFLDOO\�FRQ¿UPHG"�³1R��EH-
FDXVH� WKHUH�DUH�RWKHU� OLHV� LQ�-HQQLQJ¶V�
book,” Carrard stated. “What lies? How 
will the IOC justify the criminalization 
of a critic that has now been proven 
right?” Andrew replied.

“I will not go into the lies in your 
book. This is not a press conference be-
WZHHQ�$QGUHZ�-HQQLQJV�DQG�WKH�,2&��,W�
is an IOC meeting with all of the me-
dia,” Carrard answered.
%XW�E\�WKHQ��$QGUHZ�KDG�DOUHDG\�UH-

ceived the attention that he wanted. Af-
ter the press conference, Andrew went 
from being an Olympic persona non 
grata to being an Olympic hero sur-
rounded by a crowd of reporters who 
begged him to tell his story.

“When people like Samaranch and 
the other IOC members try to send you 
to prison, you know that you have done 
something right”, Andrew said.

In March 1999, Andrew and I were 
EDFN� LQ� /DXVDQQH�� +H� ZRXOGQ¶W� PLVV�
WKH�VHVVLRQ�ZKHQ�WKH�,2&�¿QDOO\�GHFLG-
HG�WR�H[FOXGH�VL[�PHPEHUV�IRU�FRUUXS-
WLRQ��DQG�QHLWKHU�ZRXOG�,��%XW�DOWKRXJK�
it was great fun to watch Andrew chase 
H[FOXGHG� ,2&� PHPEHUV� DW� WKH� Laus-
anne Palace hotel all day long and 
smoking and drinking with him at the 
hotel’s piano bar at night, it wasn’t until 
one month later that I fully understood 
the impact of his sports journalism.

In April 1999, Andrew was invited to 
VSHDN�DW�D�KHDULQJ�LQ�WKH�86�6HQDWH�DU-
ranged by a committee investigating 
the Olympic corruption scandal in Salt 
/DNH�&LW\��,�ZDV�WROG�WR�FRYHU�WKH�KHDU-
ing at a distance from Copenhagen.

The day before the hearing, I tele-
phoned Andrew in Washington and 
asked him to comment on the fact that 
he was now going to be a star witness in 

a case of Olympic corruption that he 
only a few years earlier was given a sus-
pended sentence in prison for covering. 
“It’s a strange world. If the IOC today 
tried to sue all the journalists that are 
now writing about corruption in the 
Olympic movement, the Swiss legal 
system would collapse,” he laughed.
$W�WKH�KHDULQJ��$QGUHZ�JDYH�WKH�86�

senators a lecture in Olympic corrup-
tion in front of Olympic witnesses such 
DV� WKH� $PHULFDQ� ,2&� PHPEHU� -DPHV�
(DVWRQ� DQG� ,2&� 9LFH� 3UHVLGHQW� $QLWD�
'H)UDQW]� EXW� QRW� ,2&� 3UHVLGHQW� -XDQ�
Antonio Samaranch. He began his lec-
ture by pointing out that although he 
KDG�DFFXVHG�PRVW�RI�WKH�QRZ�H[FOXGHG�
IOC members for corruption for a long 
time, he wasn’t the only journalist who 
had written about Olympic corruption. 
Reports of corruption in the IOC had 
circulated for decades but no IOC ac-
tions were taken. He then presented 
WKH�6HQDWH�ZLWK�WKH�,2&�SUHVLGHQW�-XDQ�
Antonio Samaranch’s past as a fascist 
and followed up by listing a horror cab-
inet of IOC members. When Andrew 
concluded his lecture by stating that 
the IOC had corrupted the Olympic 
Games and misled the world in relation 
to doping, the Republican senator of 
$UL]RQD�-RKQ�0F&DLQ�VDLG�

“Thank you for an enlightening and 
entertaining statement.”

To me, these words capture the es-
VHQFH� RI� $QGUHZ¶V� MRXUQDOLVP�� %HWWHU�
than most journalists, Andrew knew 
that good journalism is both enlighten-
ing and entertaining.

During the following decades, An-
drew often helped me with information 
and sources, and I also had the pleasure 
of hearing his voice at several Play the 
Game conferences. More than any oth-
er journalist I have met, Andrew repre-
sented democracy, transparency, and 
freedom of speech in sport. And now 
WKDW� KH� KDV� ¿QDOO\� VWRSSHG� WDONLQJ�� ,�
still hear his words in my head.

larS JørgenSen is a freelance journalist at 
Play the Game, former sports reporter at the 
Ekstra Bladet and Politiken, author of ‘Frederik 
SK�¾EQQIR �́ERH�³/SRKI�EJ�IR�ERHIR�ZIVHIR �́
on Crown Prince Frederik’s 12-year members-
hip of the IOC and ‘Sømænd af Verden’ on 
Danish sailors’ dreams of winning The Ameri-
ca’s Cup.. Contact: ljreporter@hotmail.com

7ULSV�WR�/DXVDQQH�DQG�:DVKLQJWRQ

mailto:ljreporter%40hotmail.com?subject=
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Lars Werge Legacy #LessonsLearnt

by lars Werge

When your phone rings from a see-
mingly unknown number from 

another country, you must decide: Is it 
scam, or could it be an important call? I 
answered my phone that late Friday 
evening, and memories started to roll.

My wife is used to telling me when 
my phone rings. My hearing is not good 
DQ\PRUH�� VR� ,� ZHDU� KHDULQJ� DLGV�� %XW�
she seems to take for granted that they 
don’t work, as was the case that Friday 
evening. We had just parked outside a 
supermarket, and it was from a Ger-
man number. As it was late into the 
weekend, I was eager to just let it ring - 
which I might have succeeded doing, 
had it not been for Mrs Werge. So while 
VKH�GLG�WKH�VKRSSLQJ���D�PRPHQW�¿OOHG�
with various degrees of fear and a bit of 
loathing - I called back and stayed out-
VLGH�IRU�WKH�QH[W���PLQXWHV�DQG���VHF-
onds, as the data would later tell.
,W� ZDV� IURP� WKH� OHJHQGDU\� -HQV�

Weinreich. And as soon as I talked with 
KLP��,�ZDV�HOHYDWHG�EDFN� LQ�WLPH��/LNH�
in a novel of Stephen King or the Back 
to the Future movies, I felt like I was 
suddenly living in the 1990s. Feeling 
these important years once again.

I was studying to be a journalist, and 
had a national career as an athlete, 
when Andrew’s book (together with 
Vyv Simson) The Lords of the Rings 
came out in 1992. It must have been a 
year later that I got my hands on a copy 
and read about the Godfathers of the 
IOC and the chaotic organisation run 
by fascists and anti-democrats.
%XW� KDYHQ¶W� ZH� DOO� KDG� D� VRUW� RI�

epiphany reading this book? 
Seeing the documentaries and learn-

ing that sports journalism should not 
only occupy free time for the readers, 
but also have a place in the newspaper, 
where fraud and doping should be de-
scribed in detail - it became the oath of 
a generation of sports journalists.

And for that I think we shall forever 
hail the late Andrew.
,�¿UVW�PHW�$QGUHZ�LQ�������DV�,�KDG�

become sports journalist on the Danish 
newspaper Berlingske Tidende. I went 
to a newly formed seminar for sports 
journalists, later called Play the Game. 
Mostly Danish journalists and students 
were there, and it took place in a small 

town just outside from where I grew up, 
so in the breaks I could go down to the 
VPDOO�VWDGLXP�DQG�UHFROOHFW�P\�¿UVW�H[-
SHULHQFHV�LQ�WUDFN�DQG�¿HOG�

The national Olympic committee of 
Denmark was opposed to the Play the 
Game conference. I had the feeling, 
that some of us attending in the inau-
gural year saw ourselves being anti-es-
tablishment. At least I did. For a jour-
nalist, this is the position to be in.

The main event of the conference 
was a keynote speech from Andrew. He 
came to the conference travelling from 
DEURDG�DQG�ORRNHG�WR�PH�OLNH�D�PL[�RI�D�
warzone-photograph (when I saw him, 
he most often wore a photographer’s 
vest) and a primary school teacher, who 
had seen almost everything and had no 
more ambitions, in job or in life.

His infamous encounters with FIFA 
representatives in airports, in press 
conferences and elsewhere have been 
shown in clips in the days after his 
death, and it is both entertaining and 
instructive to witness him going into 
WKH� ULQJ� ZLWK� -RVHSK� %ODWWHU�� -DFN�
Warner and countless numbers of press 
ṘFHUV�IURP�),)$��%XW�ZKDW�KH�DOZD\V�
said - on podiums and in bars after the 
day’s work was done - was: “Get the 
GRFXPHQWV��*HW�WKH�IDFWV��)LQG�VRXUFHV��
,I�WKH�ṘFLDO�VRXUFHV�ZLOO�QRW�DOORZ�\RX�
anything, you must walk longer and 
¿QG�RWKHU�VRXUFHV�´��7R�PH��WKLV�LV�$Q-
drew’s legacy to today’s and the future 
generations of journalists.

I saw him on several occasions in the 
QH[W�GHFDGH��JHQHUDOO\�DW�,2&�FRQJUHVV-
es (where he at last was allowed to at-
tend) or at conferences. I began to see 
him more and more like a commenta-
tor, not the reporter covering a story 
with fair and equal means. His use of 
nicknames and motivating the FIFA 
and IOC bosses was in my opinion not 
constructive - meaning that if you want 
to display the misbehaving, you should 
GR�ZKDW�$QGUHZ�GLG��%XW�LI�\RX�ZDQW�WR�
change things, it is not the best way be-
cause people will feel entertained, but 
QRW�LQYLWHG�WR�PDNH�D�GL̆HUHQFH�

This was what I was thinking on the 
)ULGD\� HYHQLQJ� DV� ,� VSRNH� ZLWK� -HQV�
Weinreich. I was asking myself if I 
FRXOG� ZULWH� DERXW� $QGUHZ� -HQQLQJV�
that way? Would it be fair? Was there 
enough to tell? Would it add rightfully 
to the picture of the greatest sports 
journalist that I ever will meet?

10 years ago, I left active journalism 
and these days I am a consumer of it. 
Almost daily, I miss being a reporter, 
and I miss being together from time to 
WLPH�ZLWK�WKH�OLNHV�RI�$QGUHZ�-HQQLQJV��
As I hung up and entered the super-
market, I was still wondering: Would 
that be enough for a column?

larS werge has covered the Olympics, 
sport politics, doping and cycling for seve-
ral newspapers from 1993-2011. He was 
Denmarks sports journalist of the year 
2007. For many years Lars served as vice 
president and president of the Danish union 
of journalists. As an athlete he was Danish 
champion in high jump. Today Lars is the 
CEO of the association of Danish cinemas.

The future of sports journalism

“‘Get the documents! 
Get the facts! Find sources. 
-J�XLI�SJ½GMEP�WSYVGIW�[MPP�RSX�

allow you anything, you must walk 
PSRKIV�ERH�½RH�SXLIV�WSYVGIW�  ́

To me, this is Andrew’s legacy to 
today’s and the future 

generations of journalists.”

He came to the podium, and his eyes 
WXUQHG� LQWR� ¿UHZRUNV�� DQG� KLV� OLSV�
IRUPHG� WKH� VPLOH� RI� D� IR[�� DV� KH� ZDV�
holding a presentation, that blew me 
away - and perhaps others in the room 
as well. This was the future of sports 
journalism, and Andrew’s dedication to 
the subject was contagious. I wanted to 
do what he did. 

I tried, and we were many who tried. 
1RW�WKH�OHDVW�-HQV��WR�ZKRP�,�ZDV�VWLOO�
speaking outside the supermarket on 
the cold Friday evening.
1RW� ORQJ� DIWHU� WKH� ¿UVW� HQFRXQWHU��

the sports world and especially cycling 
was on the brink of breaking down fol-
lowing the Festina case, where the sys-
WHPDWLF� XVH� RI� (32� DQG� RWKHU� GRSLQJ�
substances was unveiled in 1998.

The briberies in FIFA and IOC in 
connection with the selection of coun-
tries and cities to host the mega-events 
FDPH�WR�OLJKW��$QGUHZ�-HQQLQJV�ZRXOG�
no longer maintain the sole or leading 
role within the press, but he would al-
ways be there, be around.

https://www.playthegame.org/news/news-articles/1997/sport,-lies-and-stasi-files-a-golden-opportunity-for-the-press/
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Relentlessness#OCCRP #LessOnsLeaRnt #CORRuPtiOn #CRime DRew suLLivan

by dreW sulliVan

Hearing of the loss of a friend like 
$QGUHZ�-HQQLQJV�LV�KDUG��

%XW�KHDULQJ�RI�WKH�ORVV�RI�DQ�LQYHVWL-
gative reporter with the skills of An-
drew compounds that hardship.

It takes a decade, even a lifetime, to 
mint a great investigative reporter.

They are too rare.
We imagine the countless hours of 

tedious work Andrew spent connecting 
together bits of information and build-
LQJ� LQ� KLV� PLQG� D� PDJQL¿FHQW� XQGHU-
standing of how the world works, its 
crooks and its cheats, its powerful and 
LWV� ORZO\�� DQG� VSHFL¿FDOO\� KRZ� WKH\�
SXOOHG�R̆�WKHLU�GLUW\�GHHGV��,W�ZDV�WKDW�
knowledge base that he drew on for his 
most colorful stories and when he ac-
cessed it, you could see it in his eyes 
and his devious grin. It would inevita-
bly lead to him uttering a piece of infor-
mation that was maybe never written 
down and is now sadly lost forever. 

Andrew was a formidable investiga-
tive reporter but what made him so 
good? To me, Andrew had all the im-
portant characteristics of great practi-
tioners of our craft.

1 A Passion for Storytelling

(YHU\RQH�VDZ�$QGUHZ¶V�SDVVLRQ�RQ�
display every time they talked to him.  
Andrew understood that stories are ul-
timately about people and no matter 
how interesting the corruption may be 
or how audacious the crime, you ulti-
PDWHO\� KDG� WR� ¿JXUH� RXW� ZKR� ZDV� EH-
hind the scheme and tell their story. 
One way this manifested itself was in 
his encyclopedic knowledge of names 
and events. Andrew often categorized 
and connected things through people 
and what they did. The documents he so 
carefully collected were not the end but 
the start of his investigation. It was 
good investigative storytelling.

2 Disrespect for Authority

I remember sitting with An-
drew at an investigative awards cere-
mony. He relentlessly teased the win-
ners and losers, his very peers, in an 

overly loud voice. Disapproving people 
stared at my laughter as he deftly deliv-
HUHG�KLV�RQH�OLQHUV��%XW�,�FRXOGQ¶W�KHOS�
it. And neither could he. 
:KDW�,�WKLQN�VHW�$QGUHZ�R̆�ZDV�WKH�

solemnity and self-importance of the 
event and its players. Andrew did not 
believe people with money or power or 
societal respect were above a serious 
take down. It was that disrespect for 
authority that made him great. Sports 
stars, Olympic heads, football league 
presidents, and celebrity owners were 
all grist for Andrew’s relentless report-
ing and the higher they were, the more 
motivated Andrew was to see them fall. 
Young or timid reporters especially in 
sports reporting often give celebrities 

were done. And if a story got killed, as 
WKH�%%&�RQFH�GLG�ZLWK�KLV�VWRU\�RQ�FRU-
ruption in Scotland Yard, he quit and 
published the investigation in a book.

Andrew never gave up on an impor-
tant story, something we all need to be 
able to say in our careers. 

4 A Sense of outrage

Andrew’s storytelling was al-
ways punctuated by outrage and that 
outrage could be manifested in so many 
areas. It’s also what drove him to take on 
VRPH� RI� WKH�PRVW� GL̇FXOW� WRSLFV�� � $Q-
drew is known for his sports investiga-
tive reporting but he actually was an 
early organized crime reporter working 
on everything from cocaine networks, 
police corruption, the Italian and Chech-
Q\DQ�PD¿D��,UDQ�&RQWUDV�DQG�RWKHU�YHU\�
GL̇FXOW� WRSLFV��%XW� LW�ZDV� WKH�SRZHUIXO�
and respected world of sport leadership 
that he found his greatest outrage. 
Nothing is more outrageous than re-
spected people doing tawdry crimes.

“They are criminal scum,” Andrew 
RQFH� VDLG�RI�),)$�KHDG�6HSS�%ODWWHU¶V�
administration. “And that is a thought-
ful summation. That is not an insult.”

Outrage drives reporting but it also 
drives storytelling. And it drives 
change. Our job is to hold people ac-
countable but unless we tell the whole 
story complete with the outrage, read-
ers may not understand why a story 
matters. Andrew’s outrage wasn’t al-
ways overt in a story but it bubbled un-
der the surface and made him surgical 
in his storytelling. In his interviews, 
that outrage came out with a courage 
and decisiveness that always made his 
interviews fun to watch. Andrew told 
the unvarnished truth and he told it 
proudly, loudly and clearly.  
-RXUQDOLVP�KDV�ORVW�D�WUHDVXUH�EXW�,�

believe many have learned from him 
and he lives on through the lessons he 
taught and the people who listened and 
now practice what he lived.

In that we can take solace. 

drew SulliVan is co-founder and publis-
her of the Organized Crime and Corrupti-
on Reporting Project (OCCRP). Under his 
direction, OCCRP has won numerous awards.

“That disrespect for authority”

“Our job is to hold people 
accountable but unless we tell the 

whole story complete with the 
outrage, readers may not understand 
why a story matters. Andrew told the 

unvarnished truth and he told it 
proudly, loudly and clearly.”

and important people a pass. There’s a 
risk of being banned from the stadium 
or the press conference. Andrew never 
cared. They attacked him, spit on him, 
sued him but he held everyone account-
able to the same standard. 

3 Relentlessness

Andrew was a relentless report-
er and that internal motivation is what 
separates the good from the great.  
When he talked about reporting his sto-
ries, you would hear natural stopping 
points.  He had succeeded in getting the 
VWRU\�� �%XW�ZLWK�$QGUHZ� LW� GLGQ¶W� VWRS�
there. He kept going. 

More documents.
0RUH�FRQWH[W�
More sources.
$QGUHZ�NQHZ�\RX�KDG� WR�¿QLVK� WKH�

ZRUN� DQG� H[KDXVW� \RXU� VRXUFHV�� <RX�
never know when a story can pivot on 
you with another set of documents or 
another insider. In an age when pub-
lishing quick is at a premium, Andrew 
knew how to hold his stories until they 

:KDW�PDGH�D�IRUPLGDEOH�LQYHVWLJDWLYH�UHSRUWHU�VR�JRRG"�7KH�2&&53�IRXQGHU�H[SODLQV

https://www.occrp.org/en/
https://www.occrp.org/en/
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Declan Hill, Juca Kfouri Legacy #collaboration #crime #lessonslearnt

by declan hill

AQGUHZ�-HQQLQJV�OLW�XS�D�URRP��+H�
had the kind of energy and charis-

ma that made you know he was there. 
He was irascible, irrepressible, and ir-
reverent. What made him so compel-
ling was a kind of moral outrage, a hu-
bris of standing against pomposity and 
greed. The question for us who stood 
behind him - awed and inspired - is 
who will replace him? 

Two answers. 
First, is one that I hate to write, but 

German-language investigative sports 
journalists have far surpassed their 
(QJOLVK�VSHDNLQJ�FROOHDJXHV��,W�LV�SDUWO\�
WKDW� WKHLU�JHQHUDWLRQ� LV�DQ�H[FHSWLRQDO�
RQH���7KRPDV�.LVWQHU��-HQV�:HLQUHLFK��
+DMR� 6HSSHOW�� %HQMDPLQ� %HVW�� WKH�
I-team at DER SPIEGEL along with 
RWKHUV�ZRXOG�EH�GL̇FXOW�WR�EHDW�DW�DQ\�
WLPH��,W�LV�QRW�WKDW�ZH�(QJOLVK�VSHDNHUV�
cannot match them on individual sto-
ries: it is that our journalism is beset 
with a number of systemic problems. 
Andrew’s successor will not be found at 
DQ\�KLJK�SUR¿OH�8�6�� RU�%ULWLVK�PHGLD�
outlet, because the editors would not 
hire such a journalist, nor, more impor-
tantly, would they back one.

Second, reading Andrew’s books 
shows that the counter-tactics of the in-
stitutions and people that he covered 

KDYH�HYROYHG�LQ�H[WUDRUGLQDU\�ZD\V��,Q�
the 1990s, when Andrew was research-
ing the IOC, he was threatened legally.  
One Swiss judge even sentenced him to 
jail for his reporting on the corruption 
inside the Olympics. Press manipula-
WLRQ�ZDV�FRQ¿QHG�WR�D�FDVW�RI�WKH�XVXDO�
suspects whose chummy attempts over 
drinks were unsubtle envelopes of cash 
RU�WLFNHWV�WR�KLJK�SUR¿OH�HYHQWV��

If imitation is the sincerest form of 
ÀDWWHU\� WKHQ� WKH� VSRUWV� LQVWLWXWLRQV�
KDYH�GHYHORSHG�ÀDWWHU\�WR�DQ�DUW�IRUP���
In the last ten years, the types of people 
and kinds of institutions that Andrew 
would cover have not only resorted to 
the usual legal intimidation and threats 
but they now seek to create their own 
$QGUHZ�-HQQLQJV�

In the early 2000s, you could count 
on two hands the number of academics, 
journalists and consultants interested 
in sports integrity. 

Now, there is an entire industry.
Strange human rights agencies pur-

porting to care greatly for sports have 
popped up to deliver convenient media 
sound-bites that comfort the comforta-
ble. Academics who deliver stern lec-
tures with straight-faces to young ath-
letes needing ethical education from 
fat-cat sports leaders, have oozed out of 
their university’s woodwork. Odd jour-
nalists who purport to do tough investi-

by Juca kfouri

I GR� QRW� UHPHPEHU� H[DFWO\�ZKDW� \HDU�in the 1990s I received, to my great 
VXUSULVH�� DQ� HPDLO� IURP� $QGUHZ� -HQ-
nings. Of course I knew who he was, 
but it had never entered my mind that 
he could know who I was.

Andrew wanted information about 
-RmR�+DYHODQJH¶V� UHODWLRQV�ZLWK�GLFWD-
tors in South America and with the Rio 
GH�-DQHLUR�VZLQGOHU�&DVWRU�GH�$QGUDGH��
the biggest backer of illegal games in 
5LR�GH�-DQHLUR��,�UHPHPEHU�KH�WROG�PH�
he read my articles with the help of the 
then emerging Google Translator. I an-
swered his questions and we began a 

Why we need Andrew more than ever

fruitful correspondence. I only came to 
know him personally this century, 
when we took part in debates and TV 
SURJUDPV� GXULQJ� KLV� YLVLWV� WR� %UD]LO��
Andrew was more than a reporter. He 
ZDV�D�JUHDW�H[DPSOH�RI�ZKDW�MRXUQDOLVP�
is about: Fearless, ferocious, ironic, 
GUDPDWLF�� IXQQ\�� FDSWLYDWLQJ�� DQG� H[-
WUHPHO\� FDUHIXO� LQ� WKH� YHUL¿FDWLRQ� RI�
what he informed. It was understanda-
EOH�WKDW�VSRUW�ṘFLDOV�ZHUH�WHUUL¿HG�RI�
KLP��,�NQHZ�WKH�DGYHQWXUHV�RI�-HDQ�0D-
rie Weber, “the bag man” for IOC and 
FIFA, based on the reports of Andrew.
,� IHHO� DVKDPHG� RI� EHLQJ� %UD]LOLDQ�

when I remember that Andrew was 
convicted in December 2012 by a Rio 
GH�-DQHLUR�FRXUW�IRU�VD\LQJ�WKDW�5LFDUGR�
7HL[HLUD�ZDV�FRUUXSW��7KH�VDPH�7HL[HL-
ra, who had to resign as president of the 
&%)��DQG�IURP�WKH������:RUOG�&XS�2U-
ganising Committee, for … corruption.

Sweet Andrew with his long white 
hair, who looked better in a waistcoat, 
braces or apron than in a suit and tie, 
was born to deal with the earth and 
ÀRZHUV�� IDU� IURP� WKH� URXJK� ZRUOG� RI�
corrupt millionaires. 
%XW� KH� DOZD\V� NQHZ� WKDW� D� FOHDQ�

world necessarily involves touching the 
thorns, and he was never afraid to 
ZRXQG�KLV�FOHDQ�KDQGV�LQ�WKH�¿OWK�RI�WKH�
lords of Olympic rings or football.

Juca kFouri is one of the most famous 
Brazilian journalists - a legend for his restless 
and indestructible work over decades on all 
types of media: TV, newspapers, podcast/
radio, internet. Website: Blog do Juca Kfouri.

gations on obscure subjects (African mi-
JUDQWV� WU\LQJ� WR� SOD\� IRU� (XURSHDQ�
football clubs) that detract from the ma-
MRU�LVVXHV���KXPDQ�WUḊFNLQJ�LQ�4DWDU���
swagger across the stage and are gone.

These actors often share two charac-
teristics; many of them have taken 
money or free travel from either the 
Russians, Qataris or gambling indus-
try. Two, they all claim the same moral 
UHFWLWXGH�DV�$QGUHZ�-HQQLQJV�

Now, that he is not here, we need 
$QGUHZ�-HQQLQJV�PRUH�WKDQ�HYHU�

declan hill is Associate Professor of Inves-
tigations at the Henry C. Lee College of Crimi-
nal Justice and Forensic Science, University of 
New Haven. He has won the Play the Game 
Award in 2009 for his outstanding investiga-
XMSRW�MR�QEXGL�½\MRK��;IFWMXI��DeclanHill.com.

Fearless, ironic, 
ferocious, funny

https://blogdojuca.uol.com.br/
https://www.declanhill.com/
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by henrik h. brandt

It is no secret: When Play the Game 
was merged with the semi-public in-

dependent Danish Institute for Sports 
Studies (IDAN), the most important 
reason for the merger was to broaden 
the foundation of Play the Game and se-
cure future funding of this controversial 
initiative with the aim of “raising the 
ethical standards of sport and promo-
ting democracy, transparency and free-
GRP�RI�H[SUHVVLRQ�LQ�ZRUOG�VSRUW´��Play 
the Game was not always seen as good 
company, not even at our home ground 
in Denmark that so often takes pride in 
being one of the most democratic and 
least corrupt countries in the world. 

What has this got to do with Andrew 
-HQQLQJV� DQG� KLV� HWHUQDO� MRXUQDOLVWLF�
search for truths and documents from 
the darkest dungeons of international 
sports organisations? Quite a lot, actu-
ally, since he was one of the staunchest 
supporters of Play the Game right from 
WKH�YHU\�¿UVW�HGLWLRQ�RI�WKLV�LQLWLDWLYH�WR�
encourage better journalism in sport 
back in 1997. He understood the need 
to educate sports journalists of the fu-
ture to become more than merely 
PR-workers for the global sports indus-
try. He also understood the need to cre-
ate networks between like-minded 
journalists and sports leaders around 
the globe, who could contribute to the 
research puzzles in the increasingly 
globalised world of sports governance. 
Play the Game was a useful tool and 
network in that respect.

However, having Andrew among the 
¿UVW�FKRLFH�NH\QRWH�VSHDNHUV�IURP�FRQ-
ference to conference was not necessar-
ily a good decision for Play the Game in 
WHUPV� RI� DWWUDFWLQJ� H[WHUQDO� IXQGLQJ�
and representatives from the estab-
lished sports world to the biennial con-
ferences. It was already hard to 
convince representatives from interna-
tional sports organisations to take part 
in the dialogue and reply to critics from 
various corners of the colourful world 
RI�VSRUW��:LWK�-HQQLQJV�DOZD\V�VQL̇QJ�
around the corridors and podiums at 
the conferences it was even harder. 

Many sports leaders intensely dis-
liked him. He was rude, he was blunt, 
KH�ZDV�QRW�H[DFWO\�RYHUGUHVVHG��

In their eyes, he was not good com-
pany. At Play the Game we would often 
hear remarks to the tune of: “OK, we 
need critical dialogue in sports and we 

do support investigative journalism, 
EXW�GRHV�LW�KDYH�WR�EH�-HQQLQJV"´
%XW�ZKDW�H[DFWO\�LV�good company in 

sport these days? Andrew and his 
like-minded colleagues eventually man-
DJHG�WR�WXUQ�WKH�GH¿QLWLRQ�XSVLGH�GRZQ�

I remember the aftermath of the 
conference in Aarhus in 2013. The initi-
ative was beginning to be more estab-
OLVKHG�� /HDGHUV� IURP� VHYHUDO�
international sports organisations and 
many respected institutions would no 
longer shy away from taking part. In 
fact, they increasingly began to support 
and encourage our work. Good govern-
ance became the buzzword of sports 
organisations as a milder term of ad-
dressing the huge problems with cor-
ruption, doping, mismanagement of 
funds, and lack of sound democratic 
procedures in international sport. 

“Unpleasant and intimidating”

Still, many sports organisations 
would fear the consequences of being 
seen in our company. 
,� UHFHLYHG� D� IRUPDO� FRQ¿UPDWLRQ� RI�

WKHLU�GLOHPPD�IURP�D�KLJK�UDQNLQJ�Ṙ-
cial of a Danish sports federation a few 
days after the conference in Aarhus. 
³,W� LV� YHU\� KDUG� WR� µVHOO¶� Play the 

Game to our colleagues in the estab-
lished sports world, partly because of 
the unpleasant and intimidating behav-
LRU� RI� $QGUHZ� -HQQLQJV�� 3HUVRQDOO\�� ,�
felt it very strongly two years ago at the 
conference in Cologne,” this very re-
spected sports leader wrote to me - with 
a reference to our 2011 conference 
ZKHUH� -HQQLQJV� KDG� H[SRVHG� WKH�PDG�
corruption in CONCACAF.

I was not surprised, but this time I 
WRRN�WKH�JORYHV�R̆�

“Actually, Play the Game might not 
want to be seen in the company of your 
RUJDQLVDWLRQ�QH[W�WLPH�URXQG�DQG�KDYH�
\RX�DPRQJ�WKH�ṘFLDO�VXSSRUWHUV�RI�WKH�
conference because we possibly do not 
share the same values anymore”, I re-

plied. “Take a look at what has hap-
SHQHG�VLQFH�WKH�µXQSOHDVDQW�DQG�LQWLP-
idating’ behavior on stage by Andrew 
-HQQLQJV�«�'R�\RX�EHOLHYH�WKH�µWRQH¶�LV�
OHVV� µXQSOHDVDQW� DQG� LQWLPLGDWLQJ¶� LQ�
WKH�ṘFLDO�UHSRUW�RI�WKH�LQWHJULW\�FRP-
PLWWHH�RI�&21&$&$)�RQ�&KXFN�%OD]HU�
DQG�-DFN�:DUQHU"´�$W�WKH�WLPH�RI�ZULW-
ing, the CONCACAF story had eventu-
ally become public. As so often before, 
$QGUHZ�-HQQLQJV�KDG�GRQH�KLV�KRPH-
work, unlike the hundreds of sports 
leaders who were unable, reluctant or 
HYHQ�FRPSOLFLW�LQ�WKH�VWDWH�RI�D̆DLUV�LQ�
their own international organisations.

Following the breaking news head-
lines of the FIFA scandal and the Rus-
VLDQ�GRSLQJ�VFDQGDOV��ṘFLDOV�IURP�WKH�
same sports organization contacted 
Play the Game once more and invited 
XV�WR�WKHLU�ṘFHV��³<RX�ZHUH�ULJKW��ZH�
cannot be seen in this company any-
more. We need to do something.”

This time it was not Andrew they re-
ferred to as the bad company.

henrik h. Brandt is a consultant 
and analyst in sports and leisure. He has 
worked as a sports reporter for the news-
paper Jyllands-Posten from 1993-2005 
and was director of the Danish Institute 
of Sports Studies from 2005-2018. The 
Play the Game initiative became part of 
the institute in 2011. Website: idkon.dk.

+RZ�VSRUW�ṘFLDOV�
UHGH¿QHG�WKH�WHUP�

bad company

,IRVMO�&VERHX�EX�4PE]�XLI�+EQI 
�����MR�%EVLYW���4LSXS��THOMAS SØNDERGAARD)

https://www.idkon.dk/


Sport & politicS, No. 3, JaNuary 2022 48

James Oliver Detective columbo #BBC #PanOrama #FiFa #isl #lessOnslearnt

8LI�SVMKMREP��E�TIVJIGX�I\LMFMX�
for a journalistic museum: 

The Columbo coat 
Andrew wore in his 
4ERSVEQE�½PQW�
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by James oliVer

A hand went up. An eager young 
journalist in the audience had a 

question for the famous investigative 
MRXUQDOLVW��0U�$QGUHZ�-HQQLQJV�

He was in his pomp. A shock of white 
hair, braces, and slightly dishevelled. 
The centre of attention.
³0U�-HQQLQJV��+RZ�GR�\RX�GH¿QH�LQ-

vestigative journalism?” 
3DXVH��%LJ�VPLOH��
“Identify the enemy.”
“And destroy them.”
,W� ZDV� YHU\� $QGUHZ� -HQQLQJV�� 3UR-

vocative. Designed to get a laugh. De-
OLYHUHG�IRU�PD[LPXP�LPSDFW�WR�FRQYH\�
DQ�LPSRUWDQW�SRLQW��7KH�¿VK��DV�KH�ZDV�
fond of saying, always rots from the 
head. Once he’d worked out who the 
bad guys were, he was relentless. The 
bad guys he investigated morally of-
fended him. He had quite a reputation. 
A hellraiser both personally and 
professionally.

So in 2005 when Panorama’s depu-
W\� HGLWRU�� $QG\� %HOO�� D� JRRG� IULHQG� RI�
Andrew’s who had worked with him in 
independent television, told me “Your 
job is to hold the choke chain,” he was 
only half joking.
,�¿UVW�PHW�$QGUHZ�LQ�WKH�����V�DW�D�

ELUWKGD\� FHOHEUDWLRQ� DW� D� /RQGRQ� UHV-
taurant. It wasn’t his birthday, but he 
made quite an impression. He spent 
PRVW� RI� WKH� PHDO� WDONLQJ� WR� -DSDQHVH�
TV on the pavement outside. They were 
interviewing him about his latest book 
on corruption in the International 
Olympic Committee.

I already knew of his work. His earli-
er investigations into police corruption 
in the 1980s and his battles to get them 
broadcast. He had abandoned a suc-
FHVVIXO� FDUHHU� DW� WKH�%%&� RYHU� D� GHFL-
VLRQ�QRW�WR�VFUHHQ�RQH�¿OP��+H�ZHQW�RQ�
to make it again at his new home at 
Granada television’s World in Action.
1RZ�LQ������KH�ZDV�EDFN�DW�WKH�%%&��

Andrew had come down from his home 
LQ�WKH�KLOOV�LQ�WKH�QRUWK�RI�(QJODQG�LQ�D�
suit to pitch a story to the broadcaster’s 
ÀDJVKLS� FXUUHQW� D̆DLUV� SURJUDPPH��
Panorama where I had recently been 
given a job.

+LV� ¿UVW� ERRN� RQ� ),)$� ZDV� DOPRVW�
¿QLVKHG��7KH������:RUOG�&XS�ZDV�EH-
LQJ� VWDJHG� LQ� *HUPDQ\� WKH� QH[W� \HDU��
Would Panorama be interested in 
making a programme about evidence of 
corruption at FIFA?
7KH� XQ¿QLVKHG� GUDIW� RI� KLV� ERRN� ,�

was given to read contained a long list 
RI� ),)$� VFDQGDOV� WR� FKRRVH� IURP�� %XW�
the most damaging one for FIFA stood 
out: Andrew’s investigation into claims 
that FIFA’s former sports marketing 
FRPSDQ\�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�6SRUWV�DQG�/HL-
VXUH�� RU� ,6/�� KDG� SDLG� EULEHV� WR� ),)$�
ṘFLDOV�

If true, FIFA was corrupt to the top. 
Andrew’s evidence pointed to one 

UHFLSLHQW�RI� ,6/�EULEHV�DV�KDYLQJ�EHHQ�
WKH�3UHVLGHQW�RI�),)$�XQWLO�������%UD-
]LOLDQ�-RmR�+DYHODQJH��,W�JRW�ZRUVH��DV�
Andrew would say.

His secret FIFA contacts told him 
that FIFA’s current President, Sepp 
%ODWWHU�� NQHZ� DERXW� WKH� EULEHV�� +H¶G�
authorised the return of one payment 
that had arrived at FIFA by mistake.

My job? To join Andrew’s investiga-
WLRQ�DQG�¿QG�HQRXJK�HYLGHQFH�WR�QDPH�
the guilty men. They were all men. 

The Beautiful Bung

%XW�ZKDW�DERXW�WKH�¿OP"�
Andrew, to his great pride, had been 

banned by FIFA after asking questions 
about corruption. In FIFA’s world that 
PDGH�KLP�WR[LF��QRW�WKH�FURRNV��7KHUH�
would be no cosy interviews with Presi-
GHQW�%ODWWHU�DW�FIFA House�LQ�=XULFK��

In fact almost nobody in FIFA’s or-
ELW��ṘFLDOV�RU�IRRWEDOO�VWDUV��ZRXOG�WDON�
to him, let alone give a TV interview for 
fear it might damage their careers or 
poison their lucrative relationships 
ZLWK�),)$��(YHQ�WKH�IHZ�IDQWDVWLF�SHR-
ple who would talk, those cast out from 
),)$¶V�JROGHQ�FLUFOH��RWKHUV�KRUUL¿HG�E\�
the corruption they told us they’d wit-
nessed, more often than not didn’t 
want to go public. These were the 
sources and whistleblowers who trust-
ed Andrew and handed him the docu-
ments that were the bedrock of his 
journalism, and his ability to call out 
FIFA corruption.

%XW� ZH� GHFLGHG� WR� WXUQ� $QGUHZ¶V�
banishment from FIFA into an advan-
tage. If they refused to let him into 
press conferences to ask questions, 
ZH¶G� ¿QG� DQRWKHU� ZD\� WR� FRQIURQW 
FIFA’s leaders. What we in TV call a 
doorstep. If they refused to engage we 
would visually demonstrate FIFA’s re-
fusal to be held to account.

Andrew was a past master of the 
doorstep. He relished them for the craft 
and choreography, and what they could 
achieve on television. 

His 1980s doorstep of Superinten-
GHQW� 7RQ\� /XQG\�� D� OHDGLQJ� 6FRWODQG�
Yard detective who had been retired 
whilst under investigation over corrup-
tion allegations is legendary.

Andrew and his cameraman caught 
/XQG\�� UHWLUHG� DV� ³SHUPDQHQWO\� XQ¿W�
for police work”, going for a healthy 
morning run. Running alongside, An-
drew asked question after question to 
the non responsive detective. 

The pictures said it all.
The confrontation ended when the 

cameraman could no longer keep up. 
He stopped. Held the shot. Andrew, 
still asking questions, ran on keeping 
SDFH�ZLWK�7RQ\�/XQG\�LQWR�WKH�GLVWDQFH�
down a country lane.

“I knew we’d got some important 
pictures that were far more important 
than any words we could ever write in 
that programme”, Andrew later said.
$W�D�PHHWLQJ�LQ�KLV�%%&�:KLWH�&LW\�

ṘFH�� Panorama’s then editor Mike 
Robinson suggested a questioning 
approach.
³/LNH�WKH�86�79�GHWHFWLYH�&ROXPER´��

Mike said. A character who in every ep-
isode of the show ended quizzical inter-
rogations of bad guys with a scratch of 
the head and another question.

“Oh there’s just one more thing sir”, 
he’d say.

Andrew loved the idea. 
I decided to take it further. In my 

cupboard at home I had a carbon copy 
of Columbo’s trademark beige raincoat. 
:KHQ� ZH� ODQGHG� DW� =XULFK� DLUSRUW� WR�
VWDUW� ¿OPLQJ� $QGUHZ� ZDV� ZHDULQJ� LW��
Now he even looked like the crumpled 
TV detective. Andrew ran away with the 
idea. And my raincoat.

,QYHVW�LW�DOO��QHYHU�JLYH�XS��QHYHU�ORVH�KRSH��OHVVRQV�IURP�D�GHFDGH�RI�¿OPPDNLQJ

Master of the doorstep
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2XU�¿UVW�³PHHWLQJ´�ZLWK�),)$�3UHVL-
GHQW�6HSS�%ODWWHU�ZDV�LQ�WKH�ZLQWHU�RI�
������%ODWWHU�DQG�KLV����PDQ�([HFXWLYH�
&RPPLWWHH� ZHUH� ¿QLVKLQJ� WKHLU� PHHW-
ing in an outbuilding of FIFA’s old 
KHDGTXDUWHUV�RYHUORRNLQJ�/DNH�=XULFK��

Andrew and I had scoped it out. It 
was perfect.
3UHVLGHQW� %ODWWHU¶V� PHHWLQJ� ZDV� LQ�

one building, the press conference in 
another. He’d have to walk from one to 
the other. Crucially, we found out, 
through a public park. No danger of 
trespassing and being told we had to 
OHDYH��8QOHVV�3UHVLGHQW�%ODWWHU�PDGH�D�
run for it, Andrew could have minutes 
to engage him in polite conversation. 
:H�DUULYHG�DV�%ODWWHU�KHOG�KLV�PHHW-

ing inside with his fellow rulers of world 
football. Andrew, well known at FIFA 
House, waited discreetly in my raincoat, 
D�ÀDW�FDS�GUDZQ�GRZQ�RYHU�KLV�IDFH��KDOI�
way along the avenue of trees we 
JXHVVHG�%ODWWHU�ZRXOG�IROORZ��+H�GLG�

“Please, can I come into your press 
conference?” Andrew asked politely as 
KH� GUHZ� DORQJVLGH� 3UHVLGHQW� %ODWWHU��
+LV� VWD̆� KHOSIXOO\� PDGH� VSDFH� WR� DF-
commodate Andrew and the TV crew 
that had suddenly appeared. 
%ODWWHU�KDG�QRZKHUH�WR�JR��2I�FRXUVH�

Andrew could come in to his press con-
IHUHQFH�%ODWWHU�VDLG��7KDW�ZDV�QRW�JRLQJ�
to happen, but Andrew was able to put 
his questions to the President of FIFA. 

³'R� \RX� NQRZ� ZKLFK� IRRWEDOO� Ṙ-
FLDOV�WRRN�SD\PHQWV�IURP�WKH�,6/�PDU-
keting company? Andrew asked. 

“I don’t answer these questions.” 
3UHVLGHQW�%ODWWHU�UHVSRQGHG��7KH�PDW-
ter was under investigation, he said.
$QG�WKHQ�WKH�ELJ�RQH��-XVW�RQH�¿QDO�

question from the man in the raincoat. 
“Will you tell me who took the one 

million franc bribe?” asked Andrew. 
“Can you tell me who it went to? Was it 
President Havalange?”
3UHVLGHQW�%ODWWHU�GLGQ¶W�DQVZHU�DQG�

disappeared inside the FIFA building.

of communications threatened to call 
security and have Andy Davies and our 
cameraman thrown out.
2XWVLGH� LW� ZDV� $QGUHZ� -HQQLQJV¶��

not FIFA’s press conference, that was 
the focus of attention. TV crews and 
members of the world’s press wanted to 
talk to him. A Swiss newspaper would 
UHSRUW�WKH�QH[W�GD\�RQ�ZKDW�WKH\�FDOOHG�
a “riot at FIFA House”. 
2XWVLGH� WKH� 8.�� ,� KDG� GLVFRYHUHG��

Andrew was worthy of news himself.
It was the same in Trinidad. Hours 

after arriving in the home of notorious-
O\� FRUUXSW� ),)$� ([HFXWLYH� &RPPLWWHH�
PHPEHU� -DFN� :DUQHU�� MRXUQDOLVWV� DU-
rived to persuade Andrew to go on a 
local morning TV show to talk about 
),)$�DQG�-DFN�:DUQHU��+H�DJUHHG�

For the rest of our trip Andrew was 
hailed by passers-by with cheerful 
greetings and less than polite referenc-
es to Warner. And not a little laughter. 
Andrew was good at making you laugh. 

The laughter in Trinidad increased 
DIWHU� WKH� 79�� 79� FKDQQHO� ¿OPHG� XV�
GRRUVWHSSLQJ�-DFN�:DUQHU�RYHU�DOOHJD-
WLRQV�DERXW�KLV�SUR¿WHHULQJ�IURP�:RUOG�
&XS� WLFNHWLQJ�� :H¶G� EHHQ� WLSSHG� R �̆
about his arrival at the airport with 
Trinidad and Tobago’s World Cup 
team, the Soca Warriors.

To the enjoyment of at least some of 
the team (Andrew got a call from one 
afterwards) Andrew was there to say 

Columbo doorstepping: Sepp Blatter. (Screenshot: BBC PANORAMA)

Months later we tried again. 
7KLV�WLPH�ZH�¿OPHG�DV�$QGUHZ�VDW�LQ�

a car outside FIFA House, headphones 
on his head and linked by radio mic to 
Panorama reporter Andy Davies who 
was inside FIFA’s packed press confer-
ence. FIFA clearly realised something 
ZDV�DIRRW��3UHVLGHQW�%ODWWHU�ZDONHG�RXW�
before we could ask any questions and 
when we did ask Andrew’s questions, 
they caused consternation. FIFA’s head 

“Outside the FIFA house 
it was Andrew Jennings’, not FIFA’s 

press conference, that was the 
focus of attention. TV crews and 
members of the world’s press 

wanted to talk to him.”
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KHOOR�� -DFN�:DUQHU�SXVKHG�$QGUHZ� LQ�
the chest, making him stumble back-
wards, refusing to answer any ques-
tions. It ended with Warner hiding on 
the team’s bus attempting to ignore An-
drew, who had to jump up to knock on 
the window in an attempt to gain 
FIFA’s vice president’s attention.

“Chasing the bad men”

'D\V� ODWHU� ZH� GRRUVWHSSHG� -DFN�
Warner again. He hadn’t answered any 
of our questions about his dodgy foot-
ball deals. This time no answers again, 
but he did put out a press release. It 
was ridiculous. Headed “Operation: 
*HW� -DFN�:DUQHU´� LW� FODLPHG�ZH� ZHUH�
part of a “conspiracy” against Mr Warn-
er with Trinidad’s government and a 
friend and collaborator of Andrew’s in 
7ULQLGDG��MRXUQDOLVW�/DVDQD�/LEXUG�
-DFN�:DUQHU¶V�EHKDYLRXU�JXDUDQWHHG�

KLPVHOI� D� SURPLQHQW� SODFH� LQ� RXU� ¿OP�
and his dodgy deals would continue to 
EX\�KLP�D�SODFH�LQ�DOO�RXU�),)$�¿OPV��

The Panorama� ¿OP�� The Beautiful 
Bung, was broadcast in May 2006. We 
LGHQWL¿HG� IRUPHU�),)$�3UHVLGHQW�-RmR�
Havelange as the recipient of a huge 
EULEH� IURP� ,6/�� 3UHVLGHQW� %ODWWHU� KDG�
NQRZQ� DERXW� LW�� DQG� ,6/¶V� EULEHU\� RI�
RWKHU� ),)$� ṘFLDOV�� 7KH� PDWWHU� ZDV�
under investigation by the Swiss au-
thorities. At Panorama, as it should be, 

it’s all down to the strength of the evi-
dence. Andrew was delighted by one 
UHDFWLRQ�WR�D�¿UVW�FXW�RI�WKH�¿OP��³:HOO��
They’re clearly at it.” Andrew and I 
could not have agreed more.

For Andrew and me, The Beautiful 
Bung was the beginning of a partner-
ship lasting more than a decade. The 
¿UVW�RI�VL[�Panorama�¿OPV�,�ZRUNHG�RQ�
with him. Assistant producer on that 
¿OP��,�EHFDPH�KLV�SURGXFHU�DQG�GLUHF-
tor, his partner in his FIFA investiga-
WLRQV�IRU�WKH�%%&��DQG�KLV�IULHQG��:RUN-
LQJ�ZLWK�$QGUHZ�ZDVQ¶W�DOO�¿OPLQJ�KLP�

Andrew loved his job, or “the work” 
as he called it. And I loved working with 
him. It was hard, but never dull and a 
lot of fun. Not only because of the great 
raconteur he undoubtedly was. 

His failure to deliver a carefully 
scripted piece to camera would inevita-
bly result in an eruption of characteris-
WLFDOO\�VWURQJ�H[SOHWLYHV��DW�ERWK�KLPVHOI�
and whoever, often me, had written it. 
If it couldn’t be changed it got worse. It 
SURYRNHG�D� ORW�RI�D̆HFWLRQDWH� ODXJKWHU�
and mickey-taking in the edit later. He 
never objected to it.

It was an education for me, not just 
in relation to FIFA, but perhaps more 
importantly, about how to tell a good 
VWRU\��,W�ZDV�DOVR�D�SDUWQHUVKLS��(QGOHVV�
hours of work, analysis, discussion, and 
plotting how to get the story, and how 
to tell it. We were fuelled by a diet of 
FR̆HH� DQG� FLJDUHWWHV�� ,Q� 6ZLW]HUODQG��
ZH¶G� VSHQG� KRXUV� SORWWLQJ� RXU� QH[W�
move over dinner in local restaurants. 
³1RW�DQRWKHU�VFKQLW]HO�´�$QGUHZ�ZRXOG�
say. And as anyone who knows Andrew 
will appreciate, there would be at least 
a glass or two of wine. 

We knocked on endless doors trying 
to get the people who knew FIFA’s 
darkest secrets to talk. More often than 
not we received a polite, sometimes not 
so polite, refusal. Many were compro-
mised, or too fearful of FIFA’s power 
DQG�LQÀXHQFH�WR�WDON��%XW�VRPHWLPHV�LW�

Columbo doorstepping: Jack Austin Warner. (Screenshot: BBC PANORAMA)

confronting the bad guys. Most of it is 
just hard work, as Andrew would say.

At times we almost literally lived 
ZLWK�HDFK�RWKHU��6RPHWLPHV�DW�P\�ÀDW�
LQ� /RQGRQ�� 2WKHU� WLPHV� VWD\LQJ� ZLWK�
Andrew and his wonderful family in 
their home in Cumbria overlooking the 
(GHQ� 9DOOH\�� 2Q� WKH� URDG� KH� ZRXOG�
write post cards to his young children.

“I’m chasing the bad men,” he’d tell 
them.

“With a scruffy dress sense that made 
the rumpled TV detective Columbo 
look suave, Mr. Jennings was consid-
IVIH�SRI�SJ�XLI�½RIWX�MRZIWXMKEXMZI�

reporters of his generation.” 
The Washington Post
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worked. Neither Andrew nor I could 
TXLWH� EHOLHYH� LW� ZKHQ� RQH� IRUPHU� ,6/�
H[HFXWLYH�QRW� RQO\� RSHQHG�KLV� GRRU� WR�
XV�� EXW� WROG� XV� LQ� GHWDLO� KRZ� ,6/� KDG�
used a system of “alternative rights 
payments” to pay bribes to sporting of-
¿FLDOV��+H�HYHQ�QDPHG�QDPHV�

He had read one of Andrew’s books 
on the IOC. The book opened the door. 
Andrew signed it before we left. We 
walked quietly up the road to our car 
before daring to say anything about 
what we had just learned.
%XW� PRXQWLQJ� HYLGHQFH� RI� FRUUXS-

tion at FIFA had little impact on FIFA. 
³1RWKLQJ�KDSSHQV�´
“I don’t understand it”, said Panora-

ma’s new editor Sandy Smith after the 
EURDGFDVW� RI� DQRWKHU� ¿OP�� ³:H� VKRZ�
WKH\¶UH� FRUUXSW� DQG� QRWKLQJ� KDSSHQV��
What’s the point?”

A hundred million dollar bribe list

Andrew was sanguine. For a journal-
ist the FIFA story was the “gift that 
keeps on giving.” A story about how the 
world’s favourite and most lucrative 
game had been stolen by a gang of un-
accountable crooks. And what a cast of 
characters. You could not make some-
RQH�OLNH�-DFN�:DUQHU�XS��

His reaction to Andrew’s question 
ZKHQ� ZH� GRRUVWHSSHG� KLP� DW� =XULFK�
airport was TV gold. “If I could’ve spit 

on you I would’ve spat on you”, he told 
Andrew.
%XW� RXU� HGLWRU�ZDV� ULJKW��:DV� DQ\-

body taking any notice? It didn’t look 
like it. FIFA just went on with the silent 
connivance of a sporting elite that ap-
peared determined to ignore corrup-
WLRQ��7KH�(QJOLVK�)$�OHG�WKH�ZD\�E\�DQ-
nouncing a bid to host the FIFA World 
&XS��7KH�%ULWLVK�JRYHUQPHQW� IROORZHG�
by endorsing it.

Four years later in the autumn of 
2010, Andrew and I were back on the 
URDG�DV�(QJODQG��5XVVLD��DQG�WKDW�PRVW�

should tell us all they knew about the 
,6/�EULEHU\�VFDQGDO�

“Andrew,” I said under my breath, 
trying to get his attention.

We had met at a Swiss airport hours 
earlier before travelling to a restaurant 
to meet our well placed source. He was 
someone we had met before. We knew 
KH�NQHZ� WKH� VHFUHWV�RI� WKH� ,6/�EULEHV��
%XW� ZH� GLGQ¶W� H[SHFW� ZKDW� KDSSHQHG�
QH[W��2XU�VRXUFH�SXOOHG�RXW�DQ�$��VL]HG�
envelope. Put the envelope on the table 
and removed the sheets. 

It was a list. Names of what looked 
OLNH� R̆VKRUH� FRPSDQLHV�� 6RPH� ZLWK�
YHU\�ELJ�QXPEHUV�QH[W�WR�WKHP��
,W�ZDV�� RXU� FRQWDFW� H[SODLQHG�� D� OLVW�

RI� SD\PHQWV� PDGH� E\� ,6/� WR� OHDGLQJ�
VSRUWV�ṘFLDOV��LQFOXGLQJ�VRPH�DW�),)$��
A one hundred million dollar bribe list. 

Then, as Andrew said later, “It was 
what we’d been waiting for”.
)LQDO� SURRI� RI� WKH� H[WHQW� WR� ZKLFK�

),)$�KDG�EHHQ�FRUUXSWHG�E\�,6/�
Occasionally some moments in jour-

nalism are worth celebrating and we 
did. Or as Andrew put it, “instead of ac-
tually sitting down to go through it, we 
JRW�GUXQN��$QG�ZHQW�WKURXJK�LW�WKH�QH[W�
day.”

Our Panorama� ¿OP�� FIFA’s Dirty 
Secrets, was broadcast three days be-
IRUH� ),)$¶V� ([HFXWLYH� &RPPLWWHH�PHW�
LQ�=XULFK�WR�GHFLGH�ZKR�ZRXOG�KRVW�WKH�
2018 and 2022 World Cups. 

Andrew presenting the ISL bribery list in FIFA‘s Dirty Secrets. (Screenshot: BBC PANORAMA)

unlikely of football nations, Qatar, 
campaigned to host the championship 
in 2018 and 2022. 

“I think this is what you have been 
waiting for,” our friend said. 
+LV�¿QJHUV�KRYHUHG�RYHU�DQ�HQYHORSH�

with few sheets of paper nudging out of 
the top of his brief case under the table. 
Andrew couldn’t see it and didn’t hear 
what had been said as he laid out our 
pitch as to why our secret contact 

“The list of $100m in bribes absorbed 
by FIFA‘s and IOC‘s leaders.  

You can‘t make a strategy for that.  
Just be a decent person, be patient, 

and the stuff will be attracted to you.“ 
Andrew Jennings
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:H� QDPHG� ([HFXWLYH� &RPPLWWHH�
PHPEHUV� 5LFDUGR� 7HL[HLUD�� 1LFROiV�
/HR]�� DQG� ,VVD� +D\DWRX� DV� KDYLQJ� UH-
FHLYHG�EULEHV�IURP�,6/��DORQJ�ZLWK�XQ-
related allegations of dodgy ticketing 
GHDOV�DJDLQVW�-DFN�:DUQHU��)RXU�PHP-
bers of FIFA’s electorate with allega-
tions of corruption against them. How 
FRXOG�DQ\RQH�H[SHFW�D�FOHDQ�YRWH�IURP�
FIFA for hosting the two world cups? 
7KH� UHDFWLRQ� WR� WKH� ¿OP�ZHQW� IURP�

dismissive to vitriolic. Not against 
),)$�� EXW� DJDLQVW� $QGUHZ� -HQQLQJV��
Panorama�DQG�WKH�%%&�IRU�EURDGFDVW-
ing the programme at all.
7KH�%%&�KDG�FRPH�XQGHU�KXJH�SUHV-

sure to postpone the broadcast. It 
hadn’t but now had to defend it.

The Sun set the tone with a headline. 
,W� EUDQGHG� WKH�%%&�DV� ³%UDLQOHVV��%H-
traying, and Cretinous” for broadcast-
LQJ�RXU�¿OP�
(QJODQG¶V� :RUOG� &XS� ELG� WHDP�

weighed in accusing us of being 
“unpatriotic”.
(YHQ�3ULPH�0LQLVWHU�'DYLG�&DPHU-

on made his displeasure clear, describ-
ing the timing as “frustrating”. 
+RZ�YHU\�GDUH�ZH�SXW�RXW�D�¿OP�DF-

cusing four of FIFA’s electorate in the 
([HFXWLYH�&RPPLWWHH�RI�FRUUXSWLRQ�

Almost everyone in the sporting and 
political elite ignored the blindingly ob-
vious. If FIFA was corrupt, why did an-
\RQH�WKLQN�(QJODQG�VKRXOG�HYHQ�EH�LQ-

volved, or if they were, had any chance 
of winning the right to stage 2018?

Three days later, 2nd December, 
2010, I sat in a pub as Qatar and Rus-
sia’s victories were announced on tele-
vision. There was outrage. It was a re-
lief. I called Andrew. We laughed. 

Suddenly everyone agreed that FIFA 
had a corruption problem. For FIFA it 
was the beginning of the end.
-XO\�������:DVKLQJWRQ�'&��
The committee room was packed 

ZLWK� FDPHUDV�� SUHVV�� JRYHUQPHQW� Ṙ-
FLDOV�DQG�D�VHPLFLUFOH�RI�86�6HQDWRUV��

inform” the Senators. He relished every 
word of it. 

His writing for television was the 
VDPH��(YHU\�VHQWHQFH�FDUHIXOO\�FRQVLG-
HUHG��(DFK�ZRUG�KDG�WR�HDUQ�LWV�SODFH�

Vindication

³%ODWWHU¶V�),)$�WLFNV�DOO�WKH�ER[HV�RI�
an organised crime syndicate,” Andrew 
told them at the hearing Examining the 
Governance and Integrity of Interna-
tional Soccer.

Two months earlier - at May 27, 
�������VHYHQ�),)$�ṘFLDOV�KDG�EHHQ�DU-
UHVWHG�LQ�=XULFK�DV�DQ�)%,�LQYHVWLJDWLRQ�
went public revealing evidence of 
“Rampant, systemic, and deep-rooted” 
corruption at FIFA. 
7KDW�QHZV�ZDV�EUHDNLQJ�DV�,�JRW�R̆�D�

SODQH� LQ� /RQGRQ� DQG� UHFHLYHG� DQ� XU-
gent call from Panorama’s�'HSXW\�(GL-
tor at the time, Karen Wightman. “This 
looked like the end of FIFA. Do you 
WKLQN�$QGUHZ�ZRXOG�PDNH�DQRWKHU�¿OP�
with us?”
'D\V� ODWHU� ,� PHW� $QGUHZ� DW� =XULFK�

DLUSRUW��:H�¿OPHG�DW�),)$¶V���WK�&RQ-
gress where we watched as the world’s 
football elite voted yet again for the 
man who’d presided over FIFA for so 
ORQJ��3UHVLGHQW�%ODWWHU��FRQ¿UPLQJ�MXVW�
how deep the rot was.
)RU�$QGUHZ� WKH�86� LQGLFWPHQW�DQG�

arrests were a vindication. 

;EWLMRKXSR�(��'���.YP]�������7IREXI�LIEVMRK�SQ�*-*%��%RHVI[�ETTIEVIH�[MXLSYX�XLI�'SPYQFS�VEMRGSEX���7GVIIRWLSX��'�7TER


In front of them sat Andrew. He had 
swapped the customary dungarees he 
had taken to wearing for comfort, for a 
suit, “a red tie to match my red socks” 
DQG�D�QHZ�KDLUFXW�ZH�¿OPHG�KLP�KDY-
ing, just for the occasion. It’s a big one 
for him and he’d spent hours writing 
his speech, the second speech at a Sen-
ate hearing - 16 years after the IOC cor-
ruption probe in March 1999. His 
speech he hoped would “astound and 

“What has been revealed so far is 
E�QE½E�WX]PI�GVMQI�W]RHMGEXI�MR�

charge of the sport. My only 
hesitation in using that term is, 

MX�MW�EPQSWX�MRWYPXMRK�XS�XLI�QE½E�± 
Senator Richard Blumenthal (D-CT)

https://www.commerce.senate.gov/2015/7/examining-the-governance-and-integrity-of-international-soccer
https://www.commerce.senate.gov/2015/7/examining-the-governance-and-integrity-of-international-soccer
https://www.commerce.senate.gov/2015/7/examining-the-governance-and-integrity-of-international-soccer
https://www.commerce.senate.gov/services/files/BDE768BA-404E-423C-B07A-C54C47D159D4
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%\�WKLV�SRLQW��DV�$QGUHZ�SRLQWHG�RXW�
LQ� WKH� ¿OP�� KDOI� RI� WKH� PHPEHUV� RI� 
),)$¶V�([HFXWLYH�&RPPLWWHH�ZKR�YRWHG�
for Russia and Qatar had been accused 
of corruption.
%DFN� LQ� =XULFK� ZH� ¿OPHG� $QGUHZ�

outside FIFA’s favourite, and one of the 
FLW\¶V�PRVW�H[SHQVLYH�KRWHOV��DV�KH�WULHG�
WR�HQJDJH�)%,�VXVSHFWV�DQG�RWKHU�PHP-
EHUV�RI�),)$¶V�([HFXWLYH�&RPPLWWHH��

While one claimed to know nothing 
DERXW� WKH�)%,¶V� LQWHUHVW� LQ�KLP��3UHVL-
GHQW� %ODWWHU¶V� WKHQ� KHLU� DSSDUHQW��
Michel Platini cheerfully dodged talk-
ing to Andrew about the crisis other 
than to say, yes he would reform FIFA. 
We drove up to FIFA House where we 
ZDWFKHG�DV�HYHQ�PRUH�)%,�VXVSHFWV�DU-
ULYHG� LQ� FKDX̆HXU� GULYHQ� OLPRV� IRU� D�
PHHWLQJ�RI�WKH�([HFXWLYH�&RPPLWWHH�

Still banned from FIFA, standing 
outside the gates of its new headquar-
ters, Andrew said “It’s becoming a bit 
tiresome being the only reporter in the 
ZRUOG� H[FOXGHG� IURP� 6HSS� %ODWWHU¶V�
SUHVV�FRQIHUHQFHV�´�%XW� WKH�SUHVV�FRQ-
ference was cancelled. Then we learned 
something Andrew said, he had “waited 
a long time to hear”.

“What we’ve just been told”, he told 
me, “is that the Swiss authorities have 
opened a criminal investigation into 
3UHVLGHQW�%ODWWHU´�LQ�UHODWLRQ�WR�DOOHJHG�
“criminal mismanagement of FIFA 
funds.” And it wasn’t just President 

7IREXI�LIEVMRK�MR�&VEWuPME���;MXL�7IREXSVW�4EYPS�&EYIV�ERH�6SQjVMS��;SVPH�'YT�;MRRIV�ERH�*-*%³W�;SVPH�4PE]IV��������4LSXS��AGÊNCIA SENADO)

“I wasn’t alone anymore,” as he told 
WKH�VHQDWRUV�DERXW�KRZ�KH�KDG�¿UVW�PHW�
)%,�RUJDQLVHG�FULPH�LQYHVWLJDWRUV�ZKR�
wanted to talk about FIFA. 

He’d given them evidence against 
),)$� ([HFXWLYH� &RPPLWWHH� PHPEHU�
&KXFN�%OD]HU�ZKR�WXUQHG�LQWR�D�FRRSHU-
ating informant for them, gathering ev-
idence against his corrupt colleagues. 

Making our last Panorama� ¿OP�
FIFA, Sepp Blatter and Me was a very 
GL̆HUHQW�H[SHULHQFH�IURP�WKH�SDVW��3HR-
SOH�ZDQWHG�WR�WDON�WR�XV��7KH�86�6HQD-
WRUV�ZHUH�QRW� WKH�RQO\�RQHV�ZH�¿OPHG�
ZLWK��,Q�%UD]LO�PHPEHUV�RI�D�FRPPLWWHH�
led by football legend Romario, now a 
senator, sang happy birthday in Portu-
guese to Andrew on his seventieth 
birthday before hearing his testimony 
WR�WKHP��7KH�DUUHVWV�LQ�=XULFK�KDG�RQO\�
been the start. World football adminis-
tration was falling apart and nowhere 
PRUH�VR�WKDQ�LQ�%UD]LO��
2XWVLGH� WKH� %UD]LOLDQ� IRRWEDOO� FRQ-

IHGHUDWLRQ¶V� ṘFHV� LQ�5LR��ZKHUH� NLQG�
VWD̆� LQYLWHG� $QGUHZ� WR� WDNH� VKHOWHU�
from the hot sun under an umbrella in 
the yard - they still wouldn’t let us in-
side - he summed up the situation. 

With two Presidents, including Ri-
FDUGR�7HL[HLUD��DOUHDG\� LQGLFWHG� LQ� WKH�
86�� WKH� WKLUG�� WKH� QHZ� &%)� 3UHVLGHQW�
Marco Polo del Nero was “looking very 
nervous”. He should have. He was un-
GHU�LQYHVWLJDWLRQ�E\�WKH�)%,�DV�ZHOO��

by RomáRio de Souza FaRia

I met  Andrew Jennings in 2012 in 
London. %X� XLEX� ½VWX� QIIXMRK��

[I�XEPOIH�JSV�½ZI�LSYVW��-�LEH�XLI�
TVMZMPIKI�SJ�PMWXIRMRK�XS�SRI�SJ�XLI�
KVIEXIWX� MRZIWXMKEXMZI� WTSVXW� NSYV-
REPMWXW�MR�XLI�[SVPH��EYXLSV�SJ�XLI�
book Dirty Game: the secret world of 
FIFA��[LMGL�I\TSWIH�GEWIW�SJ�GSV-
VYTXMSR� MR� JSSXFEPP³W� KSZIVRMRK�
body. I can say that Andrew was a 
TEVXRIV�MR�XLI�½KLX�EKEMRWX�GSVVYT-
tion in sport and also an inspira-
XMSR��JSV�FIMRK�XMVIPIWW�ERH�JIEVPIWW��
-R�������EX�Q]�MRZMXEXMSR��LI�ZMW-

MXIH�&VE^MP�XS�KMZI�XIWXMQSR]�EX�XLI�
Brazilian Congress at an inquiry 
MRXS�JSSXFEPP��ERH�TSMRXIH�SYX�XLEX�
*-*%�GSVVYTXMSR�[EW�FSVR�MR�&VE^MP��
ZME� .SnS�,EZIPERKI�� -�EPWS�LEH�XLI�
honour of writing the preface to 
the Brazilian edition of his book An 
Even Dirtier Game.
-�EQ�ZIV]�KVEXIJYP�XS�%RHVI[�JSV�

IZIV]XLMRK�LI�HMH�JSV�[SVPH�WTSVX��
certainly much more than most 
cartolas running the game. 
6IWX�MR�TIEGI��JVMIRH�
Thank you for your generosity 

and contribution.

“An inspiration, 
tireless, fearless”
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%ODWWHU� LQ� WURXEOH�� 0LFKHO� 3ODWLQL� ZDV�
also under suspicion. Questioned over 
£1.3 million pound payment from 
FIFA.

“When I spoke to Michel Platini he 
was in a very happy mood. He actually 
stopped and talked to me a bit. My last 
question was, are you going to reform 
),)$��$QG�KH�VDLG�µ2I�FRXUVH¶��6R�PD\-
be he didn’t know that hiding in the 
bushes up here were the Swiss police 
and the Swiss prosecutors.”
),)$� ZDV� LPSORGLQJ� DQG� RXU� ¿OP�

ZDV�DOPRVW�¿QLVKHG�

7KH�VWURNH��7KH�¿QDO�VKRWV

%XW�ZHHNV�ODWHU�ZKLOH�,�ZDV�HGLWLQJ�LQ�
WKH�¿OP� LQ�%HOIDVW�DQG�$QGUHZ�ZDV� LQ�
1HZ� <RUN� ¿OPLQJ� VRPH� ¿QDO� LQWHU-
views. I received a call. It was devastat-
ing news. Andrew had collapsed. He 
had a stroke and was in emergency care 
in hospital.

He was seriously ill, and it was weeks 
EHIRUH�ZH�ZHUH�DEOH�WR�À\�KLP�EDFN�WR�
WKH� 8.�� +LV� HOGHVW� GDXJKWHU� 6RSKLH��
ZKR�OLYHV�LQ�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV��DFFRP-
panied him.
:KDW� DERXW� WKH� ¿OP"� ,W� KDG� WR� EH�

broadcast. The story it told was a vindi-
cation of 15 years of Andrew’s work on 
),)$��%XW�LW�ORRNHG�OLNH�WKH�¿OP�ZRXOG�
KDYH� WR� EH� ¿QLVKHG� ZLWKRXW� KLP�� 7KH�
stroke had an immediate impact on 

both his body and his ability to speak. 
+RZ�FRXOG�KH�¿QLVK�WKH�¿OP"

Andrew responded with characteris-
tic determination and absolute dedica-
tion to his work and colleagues. If there 
was any way in which he could do it, he 
would. At the very least he would give it 
his best shot. An intensive course of 
singing lessons with a professional 
singer enabled him to recover his abili-
ty to enunciate his words. 

Another friend of Andrew, Panora-
ma�SURGXFHU�$QG\�%HOO��QRW�WR�EH�FRQ-
fused with the programme’s former 
'HSXW\� (GLWRU�� WUDYHOOHG� WR� KLV� KRPH�
with a sound recordist who had also 
worked with Andrew. They shifted the 
SLOHV�RI�SDSHUZRUN�LQ�$QGUHZ¶V�ṘFH�WR�
improvise a makeshift sound recording 
booth around him with padded foam. 

With the water and electrical appli-
DQFHV�WXUQHG�R̆�WR�HQVXUH�GHDG�VLOHQFH��
in brief sessions, with long rests, he 
went for it.

His inability to enunciate his “f’s” in 
D� ¿OP� DERXW� ),)$� DQG� IRRWEDOO� SUR-
YRNHG�D�WVXQDPL�RI�H[SOHWLYHV��$�FKDU-
acteristic reaction when he failed to 
enunciate anything clearly on camera. 
%XW�KH�GLG�LW�

It was an amazing tribute to him and 
the support his family gave him. 

We only had one thing left to do. I 
WUDYHOOHG� XS� WR� &XPEULD� WR� ¿OP� D� VH-
quence with Andrew surrounded by the 

David Langan (picture above with AJ in Brazil) was the  
GEQIVEQER�SR�QSWX�SJ�XLI�*-*%�½PQW�JSV�4ERSVEQE��,I�[EW�

EPWS�[SVOMRK�[MXL�.EQIW�ERH�%RHVI[�MR�EYXYQR������EX�XLI�PEWX�
trip to Zurich. Final gathering at the entrance of the FIFA house 

then: Les Messrs. Tanda, Weinreich, Jennings, Oliver, 
and, of course, James Oliver‘s Columbo raincoat.

evidence we had collected during our 
investigation and the images we want-
HG� WR�XVH� LQ� WKH�¿OP��7KH\� LQFOXGHG� D�
JLDQW�SLFWXUH�RI�3UHVLGHQW�%ODWWHU��

We hadn’t planned for Andrew to do 
any more than sit comfortably while we 
ZRUNHG�DURXQG�KLP��%XW�KH�KDG�WR�KDYH�
the last word. 
$W�WKH�HQG�RI�¿OPLQJ�KH�WXUQHG�WR�WKH�

camera and, after glancing at President 
%ODWWHU¶V�IDFH��VDLG�RQH�WKLQJ��

“I told you he was a crook”.
$�\HDU�ODWHU�$QGUHZ�FDPH�WR�/RQGRQ�

from Cumbria. We had won an award 
from the Foreign Press Association for 
FIFA, Sepp Blatter and Me. There was 
no way Andrew was missing that.

Two weeks ago, the pandemic allow-
ing, I planned to visit Andrew in Cum-
bria when I received another call. My 
IULHQG�$QGUHZ�-HQQLQJV�KDG�GLHG�

We last spoke at length last October. 
Although he never fully recovered from 
the stroke he sounded good.

He sounded like Andrew.
He had an idea. A story he wanted to 

talk to me about. 

JameS oliVer is an award winning television 
producer, director and investigative journalist 
JSV�4ERSVEQE��XLI�&&'´W�¾EKWLMT�GYVVIRX�EJJEMVW�
TVSKVEQQI��,MW�½PQW�MRGPYHI�MRZIWXMKEXMSRW�
into offshore secrecy, tax dodging, corruption, 
organized crime and bribery in world sport. 
.EQIW�[SVOIH�SR���4ERSVEQE�½PQW�[MXL�%.�
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by lasana liburd

On Tuesday 17 March 2020, FIFA 
invaded Trinidad and Tobago. The 

%XUHDX�RI�WKH�),)$�&RXQFLO��KHDGHG�E\�
president Gianni Infantino, declared 
WKDW�WKH�JOREDO� IRRWEDOO�ERG\�KDG� µQRU-
malised’ the Trinidad and Tobago 
Football Association (TTFA) - just 
three months into the term of president 
William Wallace, who was elected to 
replace an open Infantino supporter 
DQG�DOO\��'DYLG�-RKQ�:LOOLDPV�

In essence, the TTFA general election 
of 24 November 2019 was voided and 
FIFA simply took over  the association 
due to a vague and controversial provi-
sion of its statutes. Russian president 
Vladimir Putin would have been proud.

As a sports journalist on the twin is-
land republic, I sprang into action. I 
wanted reactions to the unprecedented 
development with the TTFA, of course. 
,� DOVR�ZDQWHG� FRQWH[W��:KHUH�KDV� WKLV�
happened before? What are the simi-
ODULWLHV"�+RZ�GRHV�WKH�MXVWL¿FDWLRQ�IRU�
the FIFA action compare here? Which 
FIFA members are responsible?

As an independent publisher - my 
website is Wired868.com - I had to an-
swer each question myself, whereas a 
traditional media house could throw a 
VPDOO� WHDP� RQ� WKH� LVVXH�� %XW� HYHQ� D�
well-funded company would have obvi-
ous blindspots.
),)$�DJJUHVVLRQ�ZLWKLQ�DQ\�VSHFL¿F�

country might come once a decade, at 
WKH� ZRUVW�� %XW� WKHUH� LV� RQH� MRXUQDOLVW�
who deals with every sort of FIFA de-
pravity on a weekly basis.

It did not take long before a local 
IRRWEDOO�ṘFLDO�SROLWHO\���QR�GRXEW�WU\-
LQJ� QRW� WR� FDXVH� R̆HQFH� �� DVNHG� WKH�
question that I might have raised with 
myself a dozen times already by that 
stage.

Where is Andrew?
%\� WKHQ�� $QGUHZ� -HQQLQJV¶� KHDOWK�

had already faded, due to a stroke a few 
\HDUV�HDUOLHU��,�¿UVW�PHW�WKH�%ULWLVK�LQ-
vestigative journalist in 2000 and we 
collaborated multiple times over the 
GHFDGHV��LQFOXGLQJ�IRU�KLV�¿UVW�ERRN�RQ�
FIFA, FOUL!.

I considered him to be a friend and a 
PHQWRU��%XW� LQ�0DUFK�������ZLWK�$Q-
drew nowhere to be found, I got a vivid 
appreciation of his value to football.

How many other administrators, 
athletes, coaches and sport fans across 
the globe, I thought, also lamented An-
drew’s inability - through no fault of his 
RZQ���WR�DQVZHU�KLV�µEDW�VLJQDO¶�IRU�WKH�
¿UVW�WLPH"�:DV�$QGUHZ�-HQQLQJV�IRRW-
ball’s answer to Che Guevara?

The Warner family

,�¿UVW�PHW�$QGUHZ�LQ�������DV�7ULQL-
dad and Tobago prepared to host the 
),)$������8QGHU����:RUOG�&KDPSLRQ-
ship. The event brought the likes of 
Fernando Torres, Carlos Tevez, Niko 
.UDQMFDU�� $QGUHV� ,QLHVWD� DQG� -DYLHU�
Mascherano to the Caribbean for their 
junior World Cup debuts.

However, the family of then FIFA 
vice-president and CONCACAF presi-

JUH\�KDLUHG� %ULW� WR� OHDUQ� PRUH� DERXW�
his mission on the island. Andrew put 
up with barely a few minutes of chit-
chat before he leaned purposefully to-
wards the group, as if to share a secret.

Instinctively, his local hosts recipro-
cated by leaning towards him.
³/HW¶V� JHW� WKRVH� FURRNHG� IXFNHUV�´�

KLVVHG�$QGUHZ��LQ�D�¿HUFH�ZKLVSHU�
(\HEURZV� VKRW� XS� DQG�� WR� D� PDQ��

everyone seemed to remember some-
where else in the room they needed to 
be. In less than a minute, I was the only 
one left in his company.

Journalism, a contact sport

Andrew, smiling, leaned forward 
DJDLQ��³,�¿QG�LW�EHWWHU�QRW�WR�ZDVWH�WLPH�
VHSDUDWLQJ� WKH� ZKHDW� IURP� WKH� FKD̆�´�
he told me, with a wink and a wry smile. 

It epitomised Andrew: funny, mis-
chievous, clever and confrontational. 
He was a man who understood his pur-
SRVH��,�ZDV����\HDUV�ROG�ZKHQ�ZH�¿UVW�
met and it is hard to pinpoint what I 
learnt along the way, as it was never an-
ything like a formal apprenticeship. 
However, as I recalled that press con-
ference at the Hilton, I remembered 
something I told a colleague recently.

“For me, journalism is often a con-
tact sport,” I said.
(YHQ�LI�$QGUHZ�QHYHU�VDLG�WKDW�KLP-

self, he sure lived it.
Andrew was part-journalist, part-ac-

WLYLVW�� ,W� LV� DQ� H[WUHPHO\� WULFN\� GRXEOH�
DFW�� 7KH� WH[WERRNV� VD\� MRXUQDOLVWV�
should be detached and non-partisan. 
%XW�ZKR�EHWWHU�WR�KDYH�VWURQJ�RSLQLRQV�
on a subject than a man who studies the 
industry religiously?

Andrew’s work was grounded in the 
facts as he could uncover them. It was 
not about what he thought or felt, but 
what he could prove. He gave all sides a 
fair chance to present their case, but 
saw his role as holding power to ac-
count. He punched upwards. 

In fact, his integrity was so absolute 
WKDW�HYHQ�),)$�ṘFLDOV�UHDFKHG�RXW�WR�
him to reveal wrongs within their or-
JDQLVDWLRQ�� KRSLQJ� WKDW� KLV� H[WHUQDO�
pressure could force concession or 

“Part-journalist, part-activist”
7KH�WH[WERRNV�VD\�MRXUQDOLVWV�VKRXOG�EH�GHWDFKHG�DQG�QRQ�SDUWLVDQ��,W�LV�D�WULFN\ 

double act, but it was not about what Andrew thought or felt, but what he could prove.

±-�½RH�MX�FIXXIV�RSX�XS�[EWXI 
time separating  

the wheat from the chaff.”

Andrew Jennings

GHQW�-DFN�:DUQHU�EHQH¿WWHG�PRUH�WKDQ�
most with contracts that included air-
line bookings, catering, internet kiosks, 
cleaning, and consultancy.
2XU�¿UVW�PHHWLQJ�ZDV�DW�D�UHVWDXUDQW�

on Ariapita Avenue, just a few minutes 
drive the heart of Trinidad and Toba-
JR¶V� FDSLWDO� RI�3RUW�RI�6SDLQ��%XW� ,� UH-
member our second meeting better.

It was an elegant media conference 
at the Trinidad Hilton, as part of the 
build-up to the FIFA tournament. Then 
),)$�SUHVLGHQW�6HSS�%ODWWHU�ZDV�WKHUH�
and virtually every sports reporter of 
note was present.

Andrew was an unknown quantity in 
football at the time but he distinguished 
himself with some spicy questions to 
WKH�KHDG�WDEOH�GXULQJ�WKH�4	$�VHVVLRQ�

Refreshments in hand, curious local 
reporters surrounded the short, plump, 

https://wired868.com/
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FKDQJH��7KH\�WUXVWHG�KLV�FRQ¿GHQWLDOLW\�
and he did not let them down.

In Trinidad and Tobago, ground 
]HUR� IRU� ÀDPER\DQW� ),)$� YLFH�SUHVL-
GHQW�-DFN�:DUQHU�� ,�EHFDPH�$QGUHZ¶V�
H\HV�DQG�HDUV���DQG��WR�D�OHVVHU�H[WHQW��
DFURVV�WKH�&DULEEHDQ��%XW�LW�ZDV�UHFLS-
rocal. Through Andrew, I met col-
OHDJXHV� OLNH� -HQV� :HLQUHLFK�� 2VDVX�
2ED\LXZDQD�� (]HTXLHO� )HUQiQGH]�
0RRUHV�� -HQV� 6HMHU� $QGHUVHQ�� -DPHV�
&RUEHWW�� %RQLWD�0HUVLDGHV�� 0HO� %UHQ-
QDQ��DQG�-DPHV�2OLYHU��$�ORRVH�QHWZRUN�
was formed that was better able to re-
spond to corruption on each person’s 
turf through pooled information, 
sources and know-how.
%XW�$QGUHZ�ZDV�WKH�FRPPRQ�WKUHDG�

that kept everything together.

Time to regroup and go again

,Q�UHWURVSHFW��WKH�FOLPD[�RI�KLV�ZRUN�
LV� DOPRVW� FHUWDLQO\� ZKHQ� WKH� 86� 'H-
SDUWPHQW�RI�-XVWLFH� ODLG�FKDUJHV�RQ����
),)$� ṘFLDOV�� LQFOXGLQJ� :DUQHU�� IRU�
racketeering on 27 May 2015 - with sev-
eral administrators arrested in a 6am 
UDLG�DW�WKH�%DXU�DX�/DF�KRWHO�LQ�=XULFK�
$QGUHZ� KDG� DOUHDG\� FRQ¿GHG� WR�

close friends that he had been directly 
DVVLVWLQJ� WKH� )%,� LQ� LWV� LQYHVWLJDWLRQV�
IRU�URXJKO\�VL[�\HDUV�
)LIWHHQ�\HDUV�DIWHU�RXU�¿UVW�PHHWLQJ�

LQ�3RUW�RI�6SDLQ��$QGUHZ�KDG�VHHQ�R �̆
the head of the biggest, most lucrative 
single-sport organisation in the world. 
It would be his swan song.

The battle against corruption con-
tinues and, in the Caribbean, there was 
QR�PLVWDNLQJ� WKH� H[WHQW� RI� WKH� ORVV� WR�
VSRUW�MRXUQDOLVP�ZKHQ�,QIDQWLQR�ÀH[HG�
his muscles in Trinidad and Tobago - at 
roughly the same time that the World 
Health Organization (WHO) declared 
Covid-19 to be a global pandemic.

The world’s most popular sport re-
mains in need of sanitisation. Andrew 
-HQQLQJV�UDQ�KLV�KHDUW�RXW�EXW�FKDQJH�
is inevitable.

It is time to regroup and go again. 
+H�ZRXOG�H[SHFW�QR�OHVV�RI�XV�

laSana liBurd is a journalist, founder 
and managing director of Wired868.com. 
The website offers smart, fast football 
Trinidad and Tobago-centred news and 
insightful blogs for online and mobile devices. 
Because of his courageous and outstanding 
research, he was brutally opposed by Jack 
;EVRIV�ERH�SXLIV�SJ½GMEPW�JSV�QER]�]IEVW�

by Jean françois tanda

Andrew was a mentor, a supporter, 
and a friend. I was still a trainee 

ZKHQ� ,� ¿UVW�PHW� KLP�� ,� KDG� MXVW� SXE-
OLVKHG� P\� ¿UVW� ),)$� VWRU\�� 7KH� VWRU\�
was about a judgment by the Swiss Fed-
eral Court that mentioned bribes and 
),)$�DQG�6HSS�%ODWWHU¶V�ODZ\HU�IRU�SHU-
VRQDO�D̆DLUV��3HWHU�1REHO��7KDW�ZDV�LQ�
2005 when Andrew was working on his 
book FOUL!. A few days after the publi-
cation of that article, I received a call 
from Andrew. I was totally impressed. 
And so were my bosses.

Swiss media fully ignored my scoop 
back then, but who cares if Andrew 
-HQQLQJV�¿QGV� LW�D�JUHDW�VWRU\��+H�HQ-
couraged me to continue digging.

I, the trainee, was suddenly in con-
tact with a globally known investigative 
journalist - and within a few days my 
internal standing at SonntagsZeitung 
increased immensely. That was just the 
beginning. In the following years, a 
close relationship arose. 
0\�¿UVW�WLPH�RQ�79"�,W�ZDV�ZLWK�$Q-

GUHZ� ZKR� LQWHUYLHZHG� PH� IRU� %%&¶V�
Panorama programme. I was so nerv-
RXV�� DQG� P\� (QJOLVK� ZDV� SUHWW\� EDG��
but he made me feel comfortable, intel-
OLJHQW�DQG�LPSRUWDQW�IRU�WKH�¿OP�
0\�¿UVW�WLPH�DV�D�VSHDNHU�DW�D�XQLYHU-

sity? It was with Andrew who recom-
PHQGHG�PH� IRU�&LW\�8QLYHUVLW\¶V� VXP-
mer school at the Center for Investigative 
-RXUQDOLVP� LQ� /RQGRQ�� $JDLQ�� ,� ZDV�
very nervous. The night before, I spent 
hours with Andrew in the Assange Suite 
at The Frontline Club, where we were 
accommodated. We were drinking red 
wine and discussing this and that. At 
the end, we went to bed so late that I 
ZDV�YHU\�WLUHG�WKH�QH[W�PRUQLQJ�DQG�GLG�
not have time to get nervous. Together 
we had to rush to the university, grab-
ELQJ�D�FR̆HH�RQ�WKH�ZD\��$V�VRRQ�DV�ZH�
arrived, I had to start speaking - with a 
FXS�RI�FR̆HH�LQ�P\�KDQG�DQG�$QGUHZ�LQ�
the front row, encouraging me.
%HLQJ�HPSRZHULQJ�DQG�HQFRXUDJLQJ�

was one side of Andrew I got to know. 
Another one: he was a great and impor-
tant mentor. The FIFA story mentioned 
DERYH�ZDV�P\�¿UVW�ELJ�LQYHVWLJDWLYH�VWR-
ry. So I listened attentively when An-
drew told me that one thing he particu-
larly loved with this story was that it 

was based on documents. Many re-
member his credo: “Get the docu-
PHQWV�´�0H�WRR��,� IROORZHG�WKDW�DGYLFH�
not only for stories about FIFA, but also 
IRU�RWKHU�WRSLFV��$QG�\HV��LQ�P\�H[SHUL-
ence, he proved to be right.

No party, no organization, no pro-
tagonist ever could successfully sue me 
for my articles. The main reason for 
this: I never did any delicate story with-
out the documents.

Andrew’s supportive side came 
WKURXJK� LQ� GL̇FXOW� PRPHQWV�� )RU� H[-
ample, one newspaper that I used to 
work for hired me for FIFA stories, but 
then repeatedly refused to publish 
WKHP��7KHLU�&(2�ZDV�D�FORVH� IULHQG�RI�
WKHQ� ),)$� SUHVLGHQW� 6HSS� %ODWWHU�� 6R�
Andrew helped with brainstorming 
ZKHUH�,�FRXOG�ZRUN�QH[W�RU�ZKHUH�HOVH�,�
could publish these investigations. He 
even suggested several of these stories 
WR� GL̆HUHQW� RXWOHWV� ZRUOGZLGH� RU� RI-
fered to publish them on his own blog, 
signalling by this that the stories were 
good and important. 

When the FIFA empire and its 
friends were releasing lies on me and 
other critical FIFA journalists, Andrew 
simply wrote: “Mon Cher - do not forget 
what we do. We may get angry; then we 
pause, plot and get even.”
3D\EDFN�WLPH�IRU�$QGUHZ�FDPH�¿QDO-

ly in May 2015 with the arrest of several 
),)$�ṘFLDOV�LQ�WKHLU�OX[XU\�KRWHO�LQ�WKH�
FLW\� RI� ),)$�� =XULFK�� )RU�PRUH� WKDQ� D�
decade, Andrew had been digging into 
FIFA and denouncing how rotten it is.

History proved him right, and FIFA 
became a mainstream designation and 
a synonym for dirty business and 
corruption. 

Without Andrew, FIFA today would 
be worse than it is. 

Without Andrew, I would not have 
become the journalist that I was. 

Now, Andrew’s time has arrived for a 
well-deserved eternal rest.

Jean FrançoiS tanda, Zurich-based, 
has been working in the media industry 
for more than 20 years as a lawyer and 
as an investigative journalist and business 
reporter. He started covering FIFA crime 
stories in 2005. Today, he runs his own 
company, Vanda Advisory Ltd, a consultancy 
offering services in litigation support, pro-
ject management and communications.

(PSRZHULQJ��HQFRXUDJLQJ�

http://Wired868.com
https://en.vandaadvisory.com/
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by dominik schmid

WKHQ�,�¿UVW�MRLQHG�WKH�QRZ�GHIXQFW�
,6/�DW�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�RI�WKH�����V��

WKH� QDPH� $QGUHZ� -HQQLQJV� PHDQW�
nothing to me. I was a young lawyer 
and I was proud to be part of a young 
industry looking to make money.

The sky was the limit.
It was a world of ingenuity.
It was only when Andrew’s ground 

breaking book The Lords of the Rings 
came out in 1992 that I heard of this 
PDQ�IRU�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH��7ZR�PRUH�ERRNV�
on the subject matter were to follow, 
DQG�WKH�QDPH�-HQQLQJV�VWDUWHG�WR�UDLVH�
eyebrows in the world of sports market-
ing. Not that the man was the subject 
matter of open discussions. Nobody in 
the upper echelon wanted to be dis-
WXUEHG�LQ�WKHLU�FRV\�ZRUOG��%XW�ZKHQ�KLV�
name was mentioned, eyes would roll.
:KHQ�,�VDZ�$QGUHZ�-HQQLQJV�IRU�WKH�

¿UVW�WLPH���,�GR�QRW�H[DFWO\�UHFDOO�ZKHQ�
and where this was, although I have a 
feeling that it was around the FIFA Con-
gress in 1998 in Paris, the year of Sepp 
%ODWWHU¶V� ¿UVW� HOHFWLRQ� DV� ),)$¶V� SUHVL-
dent - he looked to me like the spitting 
image of a typical war correspondent 
with his longish silver hair in his big 
vest with all these handy pockets. A to-
tal alien in our world of suits and ties.

Well, for me he eventually became 
kind of a “war correspondent” over the 
\HDUV��$OWKRXJK�LW�ZDV�D�GL̆HUHQW�ZDU�

Of course Andrew was persona non 
grata in our circles. Someone you would 
not touch with a ten foot bargepole.

Yet, his work did not leave many of 
XV�FROG��$IWHU�DOO�ZH�KDG�RXU�RZQ�H[SH-
riences and made our own observations 
over the years, which triggered doubts. 
The fact that his standing among our 
leaders was dismal, to say the least, 
only nurtured these doubts.

Over the years I moved up the ranks 
to become a member of the senior man-
agement of KirchSport and later In-
front. Among other things, I was in 
charge of all the company’s FIFA relat-
ed matters. With more responsibility 
FDPH� PRUH� YLVLELOLW\� DQG� PRUH� H[SR-
sure. Not least because of Andrew’s 

work the media - or a at least some part 
of the media - became more alert to the 
GH¿FLWV�DQG�WKH�GLVIXQFWLRQDOLWL\�LQKHU-
HQW�LQ�VSRUWV�SROLWLFV�DQG�LWV�WR[LF�DPDO-
gamation with commercial interests, 
the ever growing commercial interests, 
which became a driving force.

In my role I had to answer many me-
dia enquiries. This would often become 
like walking on eggshells when ques-
tions were asked beyond the operation-
al business matters. I navigated my way 
through this jungle as well as I could, 

ULHQFHV��,�ELW�P\�WRQJXH��%XW�WKH�QHZV�
around FIFA was gobsmacking. So one 
thing led to another.

It was towards the end of the decade 
WKDW�,�¿QDOO\�JRW�LQ�WRXFK�ZLWK�$QGUHZ�
�� SUHYLRXVO\� WKH� SHUVRQL¿FDWLRQ� RI�P\�
professional primal fear. Secretly, I al-
ways cherished Andrew’s work and 
now I felt that I could perhaps make a 
contribution. I felt that the man had to 
be supported in his endeavours in every 
possible way because I was too fed up 
with what I had seen for years. 

It was the beginning of a short but 
intimate friendship. I got to know a 
very intelligent, likeable, gentle and 
witty man with an eternal sense of hu-
mour. Andrew’s knowledge and insight 
was overwhelming. His ability to in-
stantly grasp things was second to 
none. Andrew was not a commercial 
JX\��%XW�KH�XQGHUVWRRG�WKH� LQWULFDFLHV�
of my former world. He listened. He 
asked the right questions, and he knew 
how to classify things correctly.

We met several times in person and 
LW�ZDV�DOZD\V�D�FKHHUIXO�H[SHULHQFH��2K��
KRZ� FKHHUIXO�� ,� IRQGO\� UHPHPEHU� WKH�
¿OPLQJ�IRU�KLV�Panorama programmes. 
We laughed so much. We spent hours 
on the phone or on Skype. I became the 
sparring partner on many aspects of his 
latest book Omertà, which I eventually 
translated into German. Yet, our con-
versations did not always evolve around 
FIFA and our “business”. Often these 
conversations were personal, deep 
mind searching endeavours, indeed 
DQ\WKLQJ�XQGHU�WKH�VXQ��%HFDXVH�WKLV�LV�
the kind of a man Andrew was. 

A gentle giant.

dominik Schmid is a Swiss attorney and 
holds an M.B.A. from the INSEAD business 
school. He started his career in corporate tax 
law with Arthur Andersen and later in invest-
ment banking with J.P. Morgan before moving 
to sports marketing, where he spent almost 
twenty years in senior positions for the lea-
ding agencies ISL Marketing, KirchSport and 
Infront. The years after he dedicated his time 
serving in leading positions for digital startups. 
Today he is working as a freelance consul-
tant and texter in the digital media space.

“A Gentle Giant”
I was working for the sports marketing agencies of FIFA, the IOC and other international 
VSRUWV�IHGHUDWLRQV�LQ�WKH�����V�DQG�����V��,�ZDV�PHDQW�WR�SHUFHLYH�$QGUHZ�-HQQLQJV 

DV�WKH�SODJXH�SHUVRQL¿HG��,�GLG�QRW��,�DP�JODG�WKDW�,�GLG�QRW�

“I navigated my way through this 
jungle as well as I could, and I 
prayed that Andrew would not 

show up at my doorstep.”

“It was towards the end of the 
HIGEHI�XLEX�-�½REPP]�KSX�MR�XSYGL�

with Andrew. I felt the man had to 
be supported in his endeavours in 

every possible way because  
I was too fed up with what  

I had seen for years.”

and I prayed that Andrew would not 
show up at my doorstep because I was 
not in a position, and not prepared, to 
tell him what I would have wanted to 
WHOO�KLP��%XW�QRQHWKHOHVV�,�ZDV�SOHDVHG�
that there was an Andrew, someone 
who would not lead the world up the 
garden path. A dedicated lateral think-
er, a restless digger for the truth who 
would not give up his search just to 
VDIHJXDUG�KLV�DFFUHGLWDWLRQ�IRU�WKH�QH[W�
World Cup. The world needs these An-
drews, a rare species indeed.

I left Infront at the end of 2006. I 
embarked on new ventures but I kept 
following closely how things evolved 
around FIFA. After all, I was a part of 
this for all too long just to ignore it. The 
news was disturbing, but there were 
still only a handful of investigative 
MRXUQDOLVWV� ZKR� GDUHG� WR� JR� WKH� H[WUD�
mile. Andrew was one of them, and he 
was one of a kind.

In the past, I had never felt comfort-
DEOH�DERXW�VSHDNLQJ�RXW�DERXW�P\�H[SH-
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by hans-Joachim sePPelt

I ZDV� D� \RXQJ� DQG� LQH[SHULHQFHG�sports reporter when I heard the 
QDPH� $QGUHZ� -HQQLQJV� IRU� WKH� ¿UVW�
time. It must have been in the late 
����V� RU� HDUO\� ����V�ZKHQ� WKH� %HUOLQ�
:DOO� IHOO� DQG� WKH� UHXQL¿HG�%HUOLQ�ZDV�
considering to bid for the 2000 Olym-
pic Games. I was in my late twenties 
and, as a traditional sports reporter, I 
was covering small events and competi-
tions for the regional sports depart-
PHQW�RI�$5'�LQ�%HUOLQ��,�KDG�QR�FOXH�DW�
all about investigative sports journa-
lism. %XW� DW� WKH� VDPH� WLPH� ,� UHDOL]HG�
more and more that what went on on 
the surface of sports has often nothing 
to do with reality. The more I became 
critical towards sports organizations 
the more many traditional TV and Ra-
dio colleagues criticised my - from their 
point of view - “negative” approach. 
And many also didn’t believe in the re-
porting of my German colleagues, Her-
EHUW� )LVFKHU�6ROPV�� -HQV� :HLQUHLFK��
Thomas Kistner and, of course, Andrew 
-HQQLQJV��$QGUHZ�YHU\�VRRQ�EHFDPH�D�
role model for me.
:KHQ�,�WRRN�P\�¿UVW�VWHSV�LQWR�FRY-

HUDJH�RI�WKH�,2&��$QGUHZ�H[SRVHG�LQ�DQ�
unprecedented way the criminal back-
ground of many IOC guys. This was so 
helpful for all those who tried to paint a 
much more realistic picture of this 
anachronistic and, yes, autocratic or-
ganization (which it is still nowadays). 
,Q� SDUWLFXODU�� ,� UHPHPEHU� WKH� ¿OP�

scene in which Andrew confronted the 
then IOC president Samaranch with a 

large, framed picture showing the 
Spaniard alongside his long time bud-
dy, dictator Generalissimo Franco. This 
was funny and embarrassing (for Sa-
PDUDQFK�RI�FRXUVH���%XW�DSDUW�IURP�$Q-
drew’s straight, plain-spoken and cou-
rageous approach accompanied by 
distinguished entertainment qualities, 
he was at the same time the best re-
searcher in sport politics you can im-
agine. He was smart and diligent, with 
many groundbreaking investigative 
stories on FIFA and IOC. His work was 
at the same time sophisticated and sub-
versive - but in a constructive and al-
ways well-intentioned manner.
+H� XQL¿HG� DOO� QHFHVVDU\� VNLOOV� DQG�

talents in his personality to become the 
world’s leading journalist on all of these 
topics. It was no surprise that those 
who pull the strings of dirty sports or-
ganisations tried to get rid of him by, 
IRU� H[DPSOH��ZLWKGUDZLQJ� KLV� DFFUHGL-
tation. For me these sanctions were 
more an honour than a defeat for An-
drew. As a young reporter, I dreamt of 
one day becoming a journalist with the 
success and outcome Andrew had in his 
long-lasting career. It didn’t take long 
to realize: this is simply impossible.

haJo SePPelt is an award-winning investiga-
tive journalist. His documentaries on doping 
(Russia, Sochi 2014, IAAF etc) and corruption 
(IWF, IAAF et al) made worldwide headlines 
and caused not only criminal investigations 
and several investigation commissions but 
also bans of Russian athletes, federations 
and the Russian NOC. Hajo is among the 
recipients of the Play the Game Award.

by christer ahl

When I had left the International 
Handball Federation (IHF) as a 

whistleblower, I was doubtful about 
switching to a more general pursuit of 
governance issues and corruption. 
0HHWLQJ� $QGUHZ� -HQQLQJV� DQG� -HQV�
Weinreich, and hearing not just about 
WKHLU� ¿QGLQJV� EXW� DOVR� DERXW� WKHLU� HI-
forts, convinced me. It also led me to 
P\�H̆RUWV�WKURXJK�7HDPKDQGEDOOQHZV��
to focus not just on the IHF and its pre-
sident Hassan Moustafa, but on many 
other problems. What convinced me 
was Andrew’s seriousness and determi-
QDWLRQ� LQ� KLV� H̆RUWV� DQG� KLV� ZULWLQJ��
Over the years I had observed many 
journalists who touched on corruption 
LVVXHV�LQ�D�YHU\�VXSHU¿FLDO�ZD\��ZLWKRXW�
having enough personal knowledge and 
purpose in their writing beyond giving 
their audience some scandal to enjoy.   
%XW�LQ�WKH�FDVH�RI�$QGUHZ�LW�ZDV�QHY-

er about himself or becoming famous 
for his revelations. For him it was a 
cause, something that was very impor-
tant and needed to be done, in the hope 
WKDW�WKH�H[SRVXUH�PLJKW�OHDG�WR�FKDQJHV�
for the better. He wanted to make sure 
that the tyrants and the crooks could 
not hide, but would have their actions 
made known. Andrew’s style was unu-
VXDO�DQG�GH¿QLWHO\�QRW�WKH�SROLVKHG�RQH�
that some traditionalists might prefer. 
%XW� LW� ZDV� QDWXUDO�� LW� ZDV� KLP�� DQG� LW�
was not acting. It just matched his fer-
vor and intensity, and it was right for 
the topics and people he pursued.

I was the moderator for a FIFA ses-
sion at Play the Game 2011 in Cologne 
where Andrew and the then Communi-
cations Director of FIFA (in the audi-
ence) had their dispute. Some thought 
that I allowed it to get a bit too wild, but 
on that occasion it seemed absolutely 
QHFHVVDU\�� ,� RQO\�PHW�$QGUHZ� DW�Play 
the Game, but we were also in contact. 
He was always generous in sharing his 
H[SHULHQFH�DQG�NQRZOHGJH��EXW�KH�DOVR�
did not hesitate to reach out to an ama-
teur, in the hope that I might have a 
IDFW� RU� DQ� RSLQLRQ� WKDW� ¿WWHG� LQ� ZLWK�
what he was working on.

Andrew quickly became like an old 
friend. He was one of a kind and will be 
PLVVHG�E\�VR�PDQ\���H[FHSW�RI�FRXUVH�E\�
WKRVH�ZKR�ZRUULHG� WKDW� KH�PLJKW� ¿QG�
out what they were up to.

He had a cause

,ENS�7ITTIPX��VMKLX
�ERH�XLI�[LMWXPIFPS[IVW�=YPME�ERH�:MXEP]�7XITERSZ�VIGIMZIH�XLI�4PE]�XLI�
+EQI�%[EVH������JSV�XLIMV�YRGSZIVMRK�SJ�XLI�YRTVIGIHIRXIH�HSTMRK�GSRWTMVEG]�EQSRK�6YWWMER�

and international sports leaders and organization. (Photo: THOMAS SØNDERGAARD)

“A role model for me”
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by James corbett

Andrew came into my life around 12 
years ago, but it was an unusual 

start to a friendship to say the least.
,� ZDV� ZRUNLQJ� DV� (XURSHDQ� &RUUH-

spondent for World Football Insider, 
an unlamented and long-forgotten 
ZHEVLWH�� EXW�P\�¿UVW� SURSHU� UHSRUWLQJ�
job and one that I took very seriously. I 
had a supportive editor and, coming in 
WKH� PLGVW� RQ� WKH� QRWRULRXV� ��������
World Cup bid race, plenty of access 
and stories. However, a dull procedural 
piece about internal workings at FIFA 
had prompted a furious riposte in my 
LQER[� IURP�$QGUHZ��+H�ZDV� RXWUDJHG�
that I hadn’t asked the right questions 
and ranted and raved. His email may 
have used the phrase “useless wanker”, 
but ended on a cheery note:

“You know where I am if you want to 
know what’s really happening.”
2XU�SXEOLVKHU��(G�+XOD��KDG�NQRZQ�

Andrew from the Olympics scene for 
many years, so I asked him what to do.

“He sounds like a madman, but I 
think he might have some valid points,” 
I admitted. “He is a bit of a rogue,” said 
(G��³%XW�KH�DVNV�JRRG�TXHVWLRQV�´

A few days later I Skyped Andrew. I 
was in my early-thirties, but still very 
green and naïve about the ways of in-
ternational sports politics and journal-
ism. I was also nervous coming face to 
face with a giant of the profession. A 
JLDQW��,�PXVW�HPSKDVLVH��ZKR¶G�R̆HUHG�
such a blistering critique only days ear-
lier. That famous mane of white hair 
appeared at the end of a slow broad-
band connection at his home in Cum-
EULD��DQG�KH�UDWWOHG�R̆�DOO�WKH�UHDVRQV�,�
was wrong in his cheery way.

Of course, he wasn’t a madman, and 
DOO�KLV�SRLQWV�ZHUH�YDOLG��%XW�WKDW�ZDVQ¶W�
the point: I’d listened; now, how could I 
PDNH�LW�EHWWHU�WKH�QH[W�WLPH"

We talked and gossiped regularly 
from thereon; a couple of times a week 
during momentous years in Planet FIFA. 
+H� ZDV� LQ� KLV� PLG�VL[WLHV� DW� WKH� WLPH��
DQG�DIWHU�WKH������¿QDQFLDO�FUDVK�WKHVH�
were hard times to be a journalist. Ad-
vertising spend had dried up and with it 
commissioning budgets. There were lots 
of journalists, but not many jobs. 

%XW� UDWKHU� WKDQ� VORZLQJ� GRZQ�� DV�
most might be tempted to do so at his 
age, he was ramping up his output. 
Freed from the strictures of editors and 
trying to sell stories about faceless but 
corrupt bureaucrats (always a hard sell 
- even when they were as comically evil 
as some of FIFA’s class of 2010), the in-
ternet, still in its relative infancy, had 
liberated Andrew and he was raising 
hell on his Transparency in Sport web-
site. He also had his Panorama docu-
mentaries and, for a period, Scotland 
on Sunday column, but little else in the 
mainstream media. Then there was me, 
and a succession of other youngish or 
LQH[SHULHQFHG� MRXUQDOLVWV��ZKR�KH�ZDV�
kind and patient with. Mentoring is the 
wrong word, because that wasn’t his 
way; but he was supportive in ways that 
few colleagues were. 
+LV�DPELWLRQ�ZDV�WR�VHH�6HSS�%ODWWHU�

put behind bars - but there were many 
others he’d like to see there too. Some, 
OLNH�-DFN�:DUQHU��KH�VDZ�VLPSO\�DV�FRP-
PRQ�FULPLQDOV��EXW� LW�ZDV�WKRVH�¿JXUHV�

the highest praise he’d give to a fellow 
%ULW� �DOWKRXJK� KH� KDG� D� VRXWKHUQ� DF-
cent, he considered himself a Scot rath-
HU�WKDQ�(QJOLVK���+H�ZDV�DOZD\V�IXOO�RI�
SUDLVH�IRU�6ZLVV�DQG�%UD]LOLDQ�UHSRUWHUV�
in particular. He had friends and con-
tacts all over the world, and shared 
them generously. He was more protec-
tive over documents and stories he was 
working on and always gave little away 
until publication, knowing how jour-
QDOLVWV� JRVVLS�� %XW� RQFH� WKDW� OLQH� ZDV�
crossed he shared everything.

Andrew opened many doors for me. 
+H�LQWURGXFHG�PH�WR�-HQV�6HMHU�$QGHU-
sen of Play the Game, and helped me 
JUHDWO\�ZKHQ�,�ZHQW�WR�%UD]LO�EHIRUH�WKH�
World Cup there. Andrew’s name was 
YHQHUDWHG� E\�%UD]LOLDQ� FROOHDJXHV�� EXW�
looking at my cast of friends in the in-
ternational media, so many of those 
IULHQGVKLSV�RULJLQDWH�ZLWK�$-�

In early-October 2011, shortly before 
Play the Game in Cologne, FIFA’s new 
director of media, Walter de Gregorio 
KHOG�D�GLQQHU�IRU�WKH�WURXEOHVRPH�%ULW-
ish press corps at Kettners, a fashion-
DEOH�6RKR�UHVWDXUDQW��7LHV�ZHUH�R̆�DQG�
GULQN�ÀRZHG�OLEHUDOO\�DPRQJ�WKH�WKLUVW\�
hacks, but it was clear that the true test 
RI�WKH�QHZ�WHDP�ZDV�VWLOO�WR�FRPH��-HQ-
nings, who was banned by FIFA, was 
obviously not on the guest list and said 
WKDW�),)$¶V�FRXUWLQJ�RI�WKH�%ULWLVK�SUHVV�
ZRXOG�PDNH�QR�GL̆HUHQFH��³7KH\�KDYH�D�
self-imposed isolation from the story,” 
he told me on one of our Skype calls. 
“They don’t talk to anyone, they don’t 
KDYH� WKH� VRXUFHV��7KH\�SRQWL¿FDWH�EXW�
they don’t get the documents.”

De Gregorio promised a reset of rela-
WLRQV� IRU� WKH�%ULWLVK�PHGLD�� ,� WROG�KLP�
KH� QHHGHG� WR� OLIW� -HQQLQJV¶� EDQ� IURP�
FIFA events if he was serious. He said 
he was open minded about everything, 
DQG� ,� YROXQWHHUHG� WR� LQWURGXFH� -HQ-
nings to him at Play The Game. Walter 
DJUHHG��:KHQ� ,� UHOD\HG� WKLV� WR�$-�� KH�
FKXFNOHG��$�IHZ�GD\V�ODWHU�DW��%ODWWHU¶V�
new media minder came face to face 
ZLWK�),)$¶V�ErWH�QRLUH���-HQQLQJV�ZDV�DW�
his provocative best, giving a keynote 
speech in which he said that FIFA 
PHHWV� DOO� WKH� GH¿QLWLRQV� RI� WKH�PD¿D��
with an all-powerful don surrounded 
by “greedy crooks”, who are protected 

That famous mane of white hair
How a furious riposte has turned into a friendship with many lessons about our craft

“Being one of the ‘okay ones’ 
was probably the highest praise 

he’d give to a fellow Brit.”

whose power had bestowed a certain re-
spectability upon that he particularly 
loathed: Seb Coe was one such person; 
&KXFN�%OD]HU� ��ZKRVH�GRZQIDOO�KH�SUH-
cipitated - another.  He particularly hat-
HG� 3HWHU� +DUJLWD\�� %ODWWHU¶V� HUVWZKLOH�
spin doctor who had the qualities of a 
FRPLF� ERRN� YLOODLQ�� -RXUQDOLVWV�ZKR�KH�
deemed to have taken stories planted by 
+DUJLWD\�ZHUH�YLOL¿HG�E\�-HQQLQJV��

In general he was caustic about the 
FOXEELVK�%ULWLVK�SUHVV�DQG�KH�KDUDQJXHG�
and berated a number of the self-styled 
µVSRUWV�QHZV�OREE\¶��QRW�DOZD\V�IDLUO\�LQ�
my view. “They don’t ask the right ques-
tions and they don’t listen,” he’d say. 
Sometimes I wondered if my only sav-
ing grace was that I had listened. 
³<RX�PXVW�PHHW�-DPHV�±�KH¶V�RQH�RI�

the okay ones,” he told Matthew Hall, 
the Australian journalist who became 
P\�IULHQG��DW�WKH������:RUOG�&XS��%H-
ing one of the “okay ones” was probably 
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by a code of “omertà” that silences 
whistleblowers. 

Across the conference hall you could 
see the blood pumping in de Gregorio’s 
QHFN�YHLQV�DQG�DV�-HQQLQJV�FRQWLQXHG��
the anger built. Taking the microphone 
KH� WROG� -HQQLQJV�� ³0D¿D� NLOOHG� DQG�
raped thousands of people. It’s disre-
spectful to FIFA and to people who lost 
WKHLU� OLYHV�´� � -HQQLQJV�� ZKR� UHPDLQHG�
on stage, smiled, and unbuttoned his 
shirt to reveal a blue T-shirt provoca-
WLYHO\�EHDULQJ�WKH�VORJDQ�³),&.�)8)$�´

Afterwards, amidst a scramble of TV 
cameras and other journalists, de Gre-
JRULR�DQG�-HQQLQJV� FRQWLQXHG�DUJXLQJ�
outside the auditorium. It was pure 
theatre, not unlike a staged confronta-
tion at a wrestling match. However, one 
was left wondering why de Gregorio, 
just a few days into his job, not only got 
so impassioned about something that 
not only hadn’t happened on his watch 
but had demonstrated so quickly just 
how temperamentally unsuited to his 
job he patently was. 

“Why are FIFA spending money on 
H[SHQVLYH� ODZ\HUV� WR� VXSSUHVV� GRFX-
PHQWV"´�GHPDQGHG�-HQQLQJV��ZDYLQJ�D�
paper at de Gregorio, which he said list-
HG�WKH�VXSSUHVVHG�,6/�EULEH�SD\PHQWV��
³7KHUH�LV�PRUH�FRPLQJ�´

So much for the reset of relations. 
Andrew would do anything he could 

to help professionally and personally. 
When, early in our friendship, I faced 
serious legal threats (for a story he’d in-
troduced me to), he calmed me down 
when I was scared, spent a lot of time 

with me, even talked to my family. “Put 
it in the bin and forget about it. These 
fuckers charge by the word,” he’d howl 
about libel lawyers. “It’s when you get a 
short letter you need to be worried.” 
)UHHODQFLQJ� IRU� WKH� %%&� EHIRUH� WKH�

2014 World Cup I came a cropper with 
LWV� %\]DQWLQH� LQWHUQDO� SROLWLFV� DQG� D�
middle manager trying to make politi-
cal capital out of a dispute she’d put me 
at the centre of. Again, it was Andrew 
who counselled me. “Yes, she’s a com-
plete twat, but we’ll take her down lat-
HU�� /HW¶V� JHW� \RXU� VWRU\� RXW� WKHUH�� DQG�
\RXU�QH[W�RQH�FRPPLVVLRQHG�¿UVW�´�+H�
was right about that, as he so often was.

To be brave

Another time, towards the end of his 
life, a close mutual friend was in trou-
ble for speaking the truth. The friend 
was cannon fodder for an iniquitous li-
bel system that placed all the power in 
WKH�KDQGV�RI�D�SODLQWL̆�ZKR�ZDV�EDFNHG�
E\� VLJQL¿FDQW� YHVWHG� LQWHUHVWV�� :H�
knew Andrew hadn’t been well for some 
time and didn’t bother him, but he got 
ZLQG� RI� RXU� H̆RUWV� WR� UHVWRUH� MXVWLFH��
and wrote out a withering and sarcastic 
email, mocking the attackers and ask-
ing what their mothers would think.

I later learned that it had taken him 
all afternoon to type out.
6DGO\�LOO�KHDOWK�OLPLWHG�$-�IURP�ODWH�

2015 onwards and although there was 
recognition for his role in the fall of the 
House of FIFA, I never felt like it was 
enough. “The clock is ticking,” he’d al-

ways say, even during the worst of the 
%ODWWHU� HUD� ZKHQ� LW� VHHPHG� DV� LI� 6HSS�
would go on forever. “The Feds are on 
their way.” Of course, what he omitted 
to mention at the time, was that he’d 
SXW�WKH�)HGV�RQWR�),)$�LQ�WKH�¿UVW�SODFH�

Andrew was remarkable, coura-
geous, kind, pugnacious, provocative, a 
bane to those in authority, and at times 
a complete pain in the arse - to his ene-
mies and his friends. I don’t think any 
of my other friends could get away with 
turning up in my then local pub in 
6RXWK�/RQGRQ�RQ�9DOHQWLQHV�QLJKW�DQG�
summoning me there at a few hours no-
WLFH�ZLWK� WKH� EOHVVLQJ� RI�P\�ZLIH�� %XW�
that was Andrew in a nutshell: charm-
ing and persuasive (to the wife), and 
very very funny (in the pub).

He taught me more about journal-
ism than anyone else I’ve known, but 
also a more fundamental message, 
without which any technical lesson 
about our craft is redundant: to be 
brave. I’ll miss him a lot.

'SPSKRI�������EJXIV�XLI�
ÀQE½E³�WIWWMSR�XLEX�X[S�*-*%�
propaganda gyus - Walter de 
+VIKSVMS�ERH�&IVRH�*MWE���LEH�
watched from the specta-
tor seats. The situation had 
already calmed down again. 
Andrew in conversation with 
one of the princely paid visi-
XSVW��;EPXIV�HI�+VIKSVMS��+Y]W�
like him were interchangeable, 
and Blatter kept hiring and 
½VMRK�XLIQ�MR�VIGSVH�WTIIH��
This propaganda henchman 
got his job for publishing a 
love-serving so-called inter-
view with Blatter in a weekly 
paper. The Swiss way, this was 
not an isolated case.
(Photo: PTG/TINE HARDEN)
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by lord daVid triesman

My links with the remarkable jour-
QDOLVW� DQG� PDQ�� $QGUHZ� -HQ-

nings, started like so many others, 
watching Panorama. He was an intri-
guing, bold, even startling journalist 
who seemed to jump into camera shot 
from out of nowhere. Or maybe out of a 
bush which you weren’t focussing on. 
He would be wearing what appeared to 
be a version of military fatigues, and 
with that air of a newspaper commando 
would question the great and the bad of 
sports administration when they appe-
DUHG�OHDVW�WR�H[SHFW�LW�

They reacted with a silent, resentful 
demeanour as they slumped back into 
their stretch limos, larger than most 
people’s apartments, or through the 
door of their Six Star + hotels. They 
showed fear and interrupted impunity 
in equal measure. Where were the un-
derlings, supposed to protect them 
IURP�$QGUHZ�-HQQLQJV"

He was a man who could evidently 
frighten the most powerful and venal 
personalities in sport. One sensed that 
QR�ZHDOWK�RU�KXEULV�RU�WKH�H̆HFW�RI�KDX-
teur could protect them from their 
nemesis. And so it always proved. 
7KH�¿UVW�WLPH�,�UHDOO\�PHW�6HSS�%ODW-

ter personally, sitting with him on a car 
journey, was when I had been newly in-
VWDOOHG�DV� WKH�¿UVW� LQGHSHQGHQW�&KDLU-
man of The Football Association (FA). 
The journey became a running en-
dorsement of Andrew and his more 
frightening qualities.

My task that day was to pick up  
),)$¶V�3UHVLGHQW�%ODWWHU�DQG�LWV�*HQHU-
DO� 6HFUHWDU\� -pU{PH� 9DOFNH� �� ZKR� XW-
tered not a word - from their private jet 
DW�WKH�SULYDWH�WHUPLQDO�DW�/RQGRQ�&LW\�
Airport. They had arrived in true Presi-
dential style. The plan was that I would 
take them to lunch in the City and start 
D�FRQYHUVDWLRQ�DERXW�(QJODQG¶V�SODQ�WR�
bid to host the 2018 FIFA World Cup. 
In the event I got hardly a word in, be-
coming as silent, though not as defer-
ential, as Valcke.
)RU�WKH�¿UVW�KDOI�KRXU��%ODWWHU�WROG�PH�

in detail about the depth and sincerity of 
his religious convictions, his church, the 

frequency of his attendance and the 
overwhelming importance of confes-
sion. He wanted me to know that despite 
the vile allegations of certain journalists 
he was a sincere and God-fearing man 
whose word was sacrosanct. 
9DOFNH�VDW�LQ�UHÀHFWLYH�VLOHQFH�
%ODWWHU� DVNHG�PH� LI� ,� OLNH�KLP�ZHQW�

regularly to confession but didn’t need 
to wait for my answer. He said immedi-
DWHO\�KH�NQHZ�,�ZDV�-HZLVK�DQG�VR��KH�
presumed, I did not.
)RU� WKH� QH[W� WZR� KRXUV�� ULJKW� RYHU�

lunch, and without any discussion of 
RXU� SRWHQWLDO� ELG�� 6HSS� %ODWWHU� WDONHG�
DERXW�$QGUHZ�-HQQLQJV�
:KHQ�DQG�ZKHUH�KDG�,�¿UVW�PHW�WKLV�

so-called journalist? Well, I hadn’t.
Come on, surely you have been close 

friends since you were at university 
together?

Not so, we weren’t, but I certainly 
wished we had been.

+RZ�FRXOG�\RX�GR� WKLV��%ODWWHU�ZDV�
surely in line and a more worthy recipi-
HQW� WKDQ�WKH�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�$WRPLF�(Q-
ergy Agency, how could you do this to 
someone with spiritual motives like 
him?

And why, now, after so many years 
would you deny it?

Mainly because not a word of it is 
true. I’m simply stating a fact.
6HSS�%ODWWHU�UHVWUDLQHG�KLPVHOI�IURP�

pausing.
He had been provided with a very 

GL̆HUHQW� VHW� RI� IDFWV� E\� KLV� WUXVWHG�
friend and long-standing advisor, Peter 
Hargitay, who had assembled the evi-
dence and knew the facts. He suggested 
we should go through his questions 
again. And then again.
,QGHHG�� WKH� QH[W� WLPH� ,� VDZ� 6HSS�

%ODWWHU� LQ� ),)$¶V� =XULFK� SDODFH�� ZH�
went through it all again. It was hard to 
FRQFOXGH�%ODWWHU�KDG�PXFK�RWKHU� WKDQ�
$QGUHZ� -HQQLQJV� RQ� KLV� PLQG�� 7KH�
FIFA President certainly didn’t want to 
talk about our World Cup bid, other 
WKDQ� WR� HQTXLUH�ZK\�(QJODQG�KDG�QRW�
retained the services of Mr Hargitay in 
WKH� H[HUFLVH�� +H� ZDVQ¶W� DGYRFDWLQJ� LW��
but he was inquisitive. 

He did, however, want to canvas an 
idea which might improve both the his-
tory and the negative view he took of 
(QJODQG�� :RXOG� 7KH� )$� FKDQJH� LWV�
name to The English FA as it had no 
right to what looked like a superior po-
sition. This might help overcome the 
IDFW� WKDW� (QJODQG¶V� YHQDO� PHGLD� KDG�
poisoned the true nature of FIFA, and 
¿UVW�DQG�IRUHPRVW�DPRQJ�WKH�SRLVRQHUV�
ZDV�$QGUHZ�-HQQLQJV�
$V� KH� SXW� LW�� \RXU� ROG� 8QLYHUVLW\�

friend has done massive damage and 
you can start to put things right.
6R��ZKHQ�,�¿UVW�DFWXDOO\�PHW�$QGUHZ��

��� \HDUV� DIWHU� %ODWWHU� KDG� LQVLVWHG�ZH�
had met and conspired, it almost felt 
OLNH�D�UHXQLRQ��,Q�WKH�HYHQW��DW�P\�¿UVW�
8()$� &RQIHUHQFH�� KH� DSSHDUHG� XQH[-
pectedly behind me in his battle fa-
tigues and brandishing a microphone. 
He sounded wonderfully combative 
and wanted an immediate interview on 
FRUUXSWLRQ�LQ�8()$��,�FRXOGQ¶W�GR�LW�DW�
that moment but was certainly willing 

%XW� \RX�ZHUH� LQ� WKH� VDPH�&RPPX-
QLVW�FHOO�DW�8QLYHUVLW\"

Well not remotely true.
It’s known you worked together on 

TV programmes attacking the stellar 
ZRUN� RI� ),)$�� DWWDFNLQJ� %ODWWHU� �WR�
whom he referred in the third person) 
DQG�-RmR�+DYHODQJH��DWWDFNLQJ�WKH�HQ-
lightened administration they had pro-
vided for the world’s greatest game?

As a matter of fact. I’d never worked 
in television though I had seen a num-
ber of the programmes.

“There is no rest for the wicked”
+RZ�WKH�)$�&KDLUPDQ�WULHG�LQ�YDLQ�WR�H[SODLQ�WR�FRQVSLUDF\�WKHRULVW�6HSS�%ODWWHU�WKDW�KH�
KDV�QRW�NQRZQ�$QGUHZ�-HQQLQJV�IRU����\HDUV�DQG�GLG�QRW�FRQWULEXWH�WR�%%&µV�Panorama

“For two hours, right over lunch, 
and without any discussion of our 
potential bid, Sepp Blatter talked 

about Andrew Jennings.” 
 

“It was hard to conclude Blatter 
had much other than Andrew 
Jennings on his mind. The FIFA 

President certainly didn’t want to 
talk about our World Cup bid 

other than to enquire why 
England had not retained the 
services of Mr Hargitay in the 

exercise. He wasn’t advocating it, 
but he was inquisitive.”
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to meet and talk later. Andrew told me 
if I agreed to an interview, I would be-
come persona non grata.
,�KDG�QR�GL̇FXOW\�LQ�DJUHHLQJ�QRQH-

theless we could and should talk. 
And so we did.
We talked frequently from that day 

forward. Andrew was like all really 
good investigative journalists. He 
wanted to be the one who broke big sto-
ULHV�� ,I� %RQLWD� 0HUVLDGHV� RU� 'DPLDQ�
&ROOLQV� RU� -pU{PH� &KDPSDJQH� RU� DQ\�
other serious warrior on the side of 
good ethics, had the inside track on 
VKDG\�GHDOLQJV�LQ�WKH�VXSLQH�),)$�(WK-
ics Committee, Andrew felt he should 
KDYH�WKH�VWRU\�¿UVW��+H�ZDV��RI�FRXUVH��D�
good custodian of a good story. He 
could push and muscle for what he 
wanted and that is the art of being truly 
independent. It is what you want from 
a top investigative journalist. I think we 
would all have been disappointed had 
KH�EHHQ�DQ\�GL̆HUHQW�

It is no surprise to me that so many 
),)$� ([HFXWLYH� &RPPLWWHH� PHPEHUV�
truly feared him. 
7KHUH¶V�DQ�ROG�(QJOLVK�VD\LQJ�GHULY-

LQJ� IURP� WKH� %LEOH� DV� %ODWWHU� ZRXOG�
probably recognise: There is no rest for 
the wicked. Andrew scared them be-

1E]�������>YVMGL��8LI�)RKPMWL�HIPIKEXMSR�HIPMZIVW�MXW�;SVPH�'YT�FMH�EX�XLI�*-*%�,SYWI��*VSQ�PIJX��%RH]�%RWSR��+ISJJ�8LSQTWSR� 
0SVH�(EZMH�8VMIWQER���.SWITL�&PEXXIV��(EZMH�&IGOLEQ��2SXLIQFE�&EQFMWS�ERH�.qV|QI�:EPGOI���4LSXS��IMAGO/ULMER)

cause he promised them no rest. Many 
people have pursued FIFA and tried to 
dent its endemic corruption. All of 
them deserve credit as taking on FIFA 
is certainly a team sport. All are bound 
together by the simple recognition that 
small tweaks in processes or adjust-
ments to committees in FIFA will have 
QH[W�WR�QR�LPSDFW�RQ�D�URWWHQ�FXOWXUH�

remains very repressive and medieval, 
ZKHUH�LQFOXVLRQ�LV�QRQ�H[LVWHQW��ZKHUH�
employment relations fall squarely 
within the master:slave relationship 
paradigm. He would have called it all 
out. He would have called out the peo-
ple who took the World Cup there and 
continue to defend the wholly 
indefensible.

So, I didn’t know Andrew in the 
1960s and 70s. I really regret our paths 
KDGQ¶W� FURVVHG�ZKHQ�%ODWWHU� VDLG� WKH\�
had. I’d have enjoyed so many more 
GLVFXVVLRQV��H[FKDQJHV�DQG��\HV��DUJX-
PHQWV��%XW� ,� DP�YHU\� WKDQNIXO� IRU� WKH�
last 14 years and his generosity in 
teaching me so much.

daVid maxim trieSman, Baron Triesman, 
is currently a Group Director at Salaman-
ca Group. A Labour member of the House 
of Lords, he was responsible for the Prime 
Minister’s political organisation (2001-
2004) and has served as Under-Secretary 
of State in the Foreign & Commonwealth 
3J½GI��ERH�PEXIV�MR�XLI�(ITEVXQIRX�JSV�
-RRSZEXMSR��9RMZIVWMXMIW�ERH�7OMPPW��ERH�LIPH�
QMRMWXIVMEP�ERH�SJ½GMEP�STTSWMXMSR�VSPIW�MR�
Energy, Business and Higher Education and 
Europe. Lord Triesman was Chairman of the 
Football Association from 2008 to 2010.

±7S��[LIR�-�½VWX�EGXYEPP]�QIX�
Andrew 40 years after Blatter had 
insisted we had met and conspired, 

it almost felt like a reunion.”

$QGUHZ� -HQQLQJV� ZDV� QHYHU� GLV-
tracted by the attempts at window 
dressing. He always focused laser-like 
RQ�WKH�EDQNUXSW�FXOWXUH��8QOHVV�WKLV�LV�
pulled out by the roots, he knew change 
could not be achieved and embedded. 
And there are many decades of a rotten 
culture and the weeds have established 
themselves round the world. 

He will, in his last weeks, have heard 
recent defences for holding the World 
Cup in a tiny, non-footballing nation, 
where so many have died constructing 
the stadia and hotels, where the culture 
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I have writer’s bloc. I don’t know what 
I can say that does justice to the man 

who helped me immeasurably at one of 
the lowest parts of my life and became a 
friend. Perhaps I summarised his con-
tribution to our world already in some-
thing which, fortunately, he read. It 
was included in the acknowledgements 
of my book on FIFA (Whatever It Takes 
- the Inside Story of the FIFA Way) for 
which he wrote the Foreword, where I 
note:

“Of course, there is the ‘Oracle’ of 
FIFA corruption, Andrew Jennings. I 
don’t think there is one thing that he 
has said about this entire FIFA busi-
ness that has been wrong. Andrew is 
not just thoroughly professional, but 
he has taught me so much. Best of all, 
he gets to enjoy the last laugh at all the 
people he has pursued for so long.”

Professionally, this is what he should 
be remembered for.

They follwed his lead

%HIRUH� WKH� )%,� DQG� WKH� ,56�� EHIRUH�
WKH� 86� 'HSDUWPHQW� RI� -XVWLFH�� WKH�
6ZLVV� 2̇FH� RI� WKH� $WWRUQH\� *HQHUDO��
WKH� 8.� 6HULRXV� )UDXG� 2̇FH�� DQG� WKH�
French PNF, there was Andrew.

He didn’t follow their lead.
They followed his.
7KH�$PHULFDQV�¿UVW�DSSURDFKHG�KLP�

in 2009 introduced by former MI6 
man, Christopher Steele. They were 
µIROORZLQJ� WKH� PRQH\¶� EHFDXVH� RI� D�
PDWFK�¿[LQJ� LQYHVWLJDWLRQ�� )DPLOLDU�
with Andrew’s work on the IOC and 
,6/��WKH\�ZDQWHG�WR�NQRZ�PRUH�
,Q�P\�QRWHERRN�IRU�-XQH��������DIWHU�

one of our regular conversations - I re-
corded Andrew telling me he was trav-
HOOLQJ� WR� /RQGRQ� WR� ³VSHDN�ZLWK� VRPH�
very serious people with short hair-
cuts”. He was thrilled.
'D\V�EHIRUH� WKH�¿QDO� YRWH�RQ���'H-

cember 2010 for the 2022 World Cup, 
$QGUHZ¶V� WZR�SDUW� %%&� Panorama 
SURJUDPPH�RQ�WKH�FROODSVH�RI�,6/��HQWL-
tled FIFA’s Dirty Secrets, was broad-
cast detailing $100m worth of bribes 
SDLG� WR� ),)$� ([HFXWLYH� &RPPLWWHH�
members and other high ranking sport 
ṘFLDOV�LQ�WKH�2O\PSLF�ZRUOG��,W�LQFOXG-

ed the spreadsheet setting out pay-
ments, dates, amounts and recipients. 
$IWHU�IDLOLQJ�WR�SUHYHQW�WKH�%%&�IURP�

LWV�EURDGFDVW��(QJODQG�%LG�&KLHI�$QG\�
Anson described the programme as un-
patriotic; some of his colleagues com-
mented that it should have been on the 

sociations, the nine bidding nations 
gathered in Zurich, journalists - was 
predictable. They either dismissed it as 
‘old news’ or denigrated it as more 
work by a ‘discredited maverick’.”

Those who knew better, such as 
MRXUQDOLVW�-HQV�:HLQUHLFK��VDZ�LW�GL̆HU-
ently, writing on his blog that:

“Andrew Jennings has provided an 
important piece of the sports story 
puzzle with this document. Anyone 
who doesn’t understand this, or doesn’t 
want to understand it, can’t be helped. 
I say once again, dear friends: jour-
nalism is not about ‘he said, she said’ 
and therefore not about interpreting 
half-sentences and making so-called 
exclusive news out of them. It is about 
papers like this. Bravo, AJ.”
7KH�LQYHVWLJDWRUV�RI�WKH�)%,�DQG�,56�

were similarly impressed.
2QH� PRQWK� ODWHU� LQ� -DQXDU\� ������

$QGUHZ�ZRXOG�PHHW�WKHP�DJDLQ�LQ�/RQ-
don where they asked him more ques-
tions. I wrote in my book of Andrew’s 
account of that meeting:
³$QG�DV� WKH\� WDONHG�� KH�DOVR�¿JXUHG�

out where the biggest time bomb was 
ticking. It was sitting under a very large 
man four miles north of their Federal 
Plaza headquarters in Trump Tower - 
the US FIFA Executive Committee and 
CEO of CONCACAF, Chuck Blazer.”

Andrew returned from that trip to 
/RQGRQ�DQG�WROG�PH�LQ�RXU�QH[W�FRQYHU-

,EVZIWX�XMQI��1E]���XL��������&EYV�EY�0EG��>YVMGL���4LSXS��JENS WEINREICH)

“One sunny day in 2009, I was 
YWLIVIH�MRXS�ER�SJ½GI�FPSGO�MR�
Central London. Waiting for me 

were three smartly dressed Ameri-
GERW��XVMQ�ERH�½X��-�PIEVRIH�PEXIV�

the team included ex-US Marines. 
So if they had to, they could kill.”

“But today they are charming. One 
hands me his business card. He is a 

Special Agent in an Organised 
Crime Squad. Another agent was 
the chief of the Organised Crime 
and Racketeering Section of the 

Department of Justice.”

Andrew Jennings

History Channel��7KH�%LG�WHDP�DSSDU-
ently thought for years afterwards that 
the Panorama programme was why 
they lost to Russia. It wasn’t. 

As I wrote in my book:
“The reaction from most who made 

a living from football - FIFA, other as-

To everything there is a season
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sation that “They’ve got Chuck. It’s go-
ing to take a while, but they’ve got him.”

Again, he was thrilled. 
A few years later, in 2014, we learned 

WKDW� WKH� )%,� KDG� LQGHHG� SLFNHG�XS�
%OD]HU�RQ�D�0DQKDWWDQ�VLGHZDON�ODWHU�LQ�
������ $URXQG� WKH� VDPH� WLPH�� -DFN�
Warner’s two sons were placed under 
house arrest in Miami. There was so 
much evidence against them, most of it 
YLD� OHDGV� IURP�$QGUHZ� -HQQLQJV�� WKDW�
WKH�WULR�WXUQHG�µVQLWFK¶�IRU�WKH�)%,�DQG�
IRS, ultimately leading to the dramatic 
DQG�LQIDPRXV�),)$�DUUHVWV�DW�WKH�%DXU�
DX�/DF�+RWHO�LQ�=XULFK�LQ�0D\������

Andrew knew that raid was coming. 
Not long before then, Andrew had 

been hacked, and his website taken 
down. At the same time, FIFA played 
dirty tricks on me, both in person and 
through hacking and taking down the 
website of my then online business, and 
VHWWLQJ�XS� IDNH� ¿QDQFLDO�� VRFLDO� PHGLD�
and website accounts in my name. (Af-
WHU� EHLQJ� µRXWHG¶� DV� D�ZKLVWOHEORZHU� E\�
),)$¶V� H[SHQVLYH�EXW� ODXJKDEOH�Garcia 
report, I used the platform I had to cam-
paign for better governance - FIFA did 
not like it). Andrew said he would lodge 
a formal complaint about the hacking in 
WKH�8.�DQG�XUJHG�PH�WR�GR�WKH�VDPH�WR�
Australian authorities because “some-
thing is about to happen and it’s impor-
tant this is on the record”. I did. 
7KH�86�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�-XVWLFH�WLPHG�

their raid to coincide with the FIFA 
Congress and FIFA Presidential vote in 
�����IRU�PD[LPXP�LPSDFW�

Much of the world’s football journal-
LVWV�ZHUH�LQ�=XULFK�WRR�VR�LW�JXDUDQWHHG�
blanket coverage of the events and their 
DIWHUPDWK�� %\� WKLV� WLPH�� $QGUHZ� ZDV�
banned by FIFA, but he made the trip 
anyway. He deserved every bit of the 
spotlight that shone on him in the en-
VXLQJ�PDG��FUD]\�GD\V�LQ�=XULFK��

I know he was invigorated by his 
work being recognised at last.

“To everything there is a season,” 
wrote Pete Seeger. May 27th, 2015 was 
well and truly Andrew’s season.

Following the initial arrests and the 
subsequent shenanigans at FIFA which 
eventually led to the demise of 
ORQJ�VWDQGLQJ� 3UHVLGHQW� 6HSS� %ODWWHU��
Andrew began work at a feverish pace 
RQ�KLV� VL[WK� DQG�¿QDO�%%&�Panorama 
documentary, FIFA, Sepp Blatter and 
Me. In the midst of this came his ap-
SHDUDQFH� DW� D� 86� 6HQDWH� &RPPLWWHH�
Hearing where he gave evidence about 

³6HSS� %ODWWHU¶V� RUJDQLVHG� FULPH� IDPL-
ly”. Andrew was thrilled once again - so 
much so that he had his hair cut and 
wore a jacket and tie instead of his 
WUDGHPDUN� ERLOHU� VXLW��+H� VDZ�KLV� DS-
pearance before the Committee as vin-
dication of his work, not just in recent 
years but for decades beforehand in re-
ODWLRQ�WR�WKH�,2&�DQG�,6/�

While all of this was unfolding over a 
period of years, Andrew was often 
openly dismissive of his journalist col-
leagues. He was not so concerned about 
those who he considered to be “just 
hacks” who he believed did not have the 
LQWHOOHFWXDO� FDSDFLW\� WR� DVN� GL̇FXOW�
TXHVWLRQV�� %XW� KH� ZDV� RIWHQ� VFDWKLQJ�
about some journalists who were 
backed by big budget legal departments 
for major media houses who did not 
ZDQW� WR� DVN� GL̇FXOW� TXHVWLRQV�� ,Q� KLV�

GD\��WKH�,2&�DQG�),)$��LW�LV�WKDQNV�¿UVW�
DQG�IRUHPRVW�WR�$QGUHZ�-HQQLQJV�

Many others have played a part - 
other journalists, whistleblowers, in-
vestigators, prosecutorial authorities, 
and even some administrators - but it is 
Andrew who cut a swathe through the 
tangled web of deceit, lies, kickbacks, 
favours, and corruption, and embold-
ened and encouraged many of us to fol-
low him.

Personally, this is why I will remem-
ber him.

After I was sacked from my role with 
)RRWEDOO� $XVWUDOLD� LQ� -DQXDU\� ����� DV�
KHDG�RI�FRUSRUDWH�DQG�SXEOLF�D̆DLUV�IRU�
the organisation and the 2022 World 
&XS�ELG�IRU�DVNLQJ�WRR�PDQ\�µDZNZDUG¶�
questions about what we were doing, it 
was Andrew who stretched out a hand 
of friendship. 

No doubt it was because of journalis-
tic curiosity to begin with, but we also 
EHFDPH�¿UP�IULHQGV�

We were probably a bit of an odd 
FRXSOH�LQ�VRPH�ZD\V��+H�ZDV�ÀDPER\-
ant and used his journalistic skills both 
to inform and entertain - often to the 
point of hyperbole; I am measured, re-
VHUYHG� DQG� FLUFXPVSHFW�� %XW� ZH� DUH�
ERWK� ¿JKWHUV�� ERWK� FRXUDJHRXV�� ERWK�
understood what was the at the heart of 
the problems with world football, and 
both prepared to use our individual 
voices to advocate for improved trans-
parency and accountability in football. 

He gave me so much advice in the 
regular calls we had over many years, 
but amongst those that stand out were: 

“Don’t take any notice of what they 
say about you, it is a sign of their 
desperation.

You are not wrong. 
Your instincts are totally correct. 
Be patient. 
Their time will come.
Write it all down!
Keep the documents!
The fans are with you!
You have a story to tell, and you will 

tell it in your own time. 
Show don’t tell.
You will have the last laugh!
‘Revenge is best served cold’.
Onwards and upwards.”
$OZD\V�µRQZDUGV�DQG�XSZDUGV¶�
Andrew could not attend the 2015 

biennial Play the Game conference in 
$DUKXV�EHFDXVH�RI�KLV�¿OPLQJ�FRPPLW-
PHQWV� ZLWK� KLV� ¿QDO� %%&� Panorama 
programme. The conference was one of 

“I called the FBI in New York.  
‘I have got the can-opener on 

Blazer,’ I said. ‘Shall I send them 
to you, or should they go to the 

Internal Revenue Service?’ 
An hour later the email arrived 
from Federal Plaza: ‘We cannot 
tell you what to do, Sir. But we 
would sure love to see them.’”

Andrew Jennings

eyes, they were too enamoured with the 
µJODPRXU¶�RI�WKH�SRLQW\�HQG�RI�WKH�IRRW-
ball world and their relationships with 
high-ranking football politicians.

He abhorred what he saw as a lack of 
journalistic integrity, lack of courage 
and absence of inquiry. He did not fail 
to call journalists out on it.

More than once Andrew eviscerated 
most of the Australian media for failing 
to take any interest in what was going 
on under their noses with the Australi-
an 2022 World Cup bid, even more so 
because there was a whistleblower in 
their own country. He was referred to 
by one prominent media personality as 
a “discredited moron”. Another de-
clared that “he is an idiot, no-one takes 
any notice of him”. 
([FHSW�KH�ZDVQ¶W�
And they did.
7R� WKH� H[WHQW� WKDW� ZH� KDYH� EHWWHU�

governance, more transparency, and 
more accountability in the top two in-
ternational sporting organisations to-
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Andrew and I met in Coventry 2009 
at the Play the Game conference. 

Organisers of the conference included a 
guided tour of the castle in Coventry for 
the participants and I went on it.

After standing in a group of people 
IRU�¿YH�PLQXWHV�DQG�KHDULQJ�DERXW�WKH�
front door of this castle, I realised I’m 
not going to survive the guided tour 
and went back to the bar I had seen ear-
OLHU��$QGUHZ�-HQQLQJV�DQG�-HQV�:HLQ-
reich were already there by the table, 
drinking beer.

It was an easy introduction - Andrew 
was in freeform, and very sociable and 
IULHQGO\��%\�WKH�WLPH�SHRSOH�FDPH�EDFN�
from the castle tour the three of us were 
ready to party. I remember the three of 

the highlights on his calendar; he had 
been to every conference since their in-
ception, and he was genuinely sorry he 
could not attend. I had also been invit-
ed to give the Opening Keynote Speech 
that year. He called me the evening be-
fore from New York, pleased with the 
GD\¶V�¿OPLQJ� LQ�DQG�DURXQG�%URRNO\Q��
to wish me all the best, and asking me 
to let him know how it was received. 

I knew something was wrong when 
he did not return my call or my emails. 

It was a few weeks later, after I had 
returned to Australia, that his wife 
Clare Sambrook - also an award-win-
ning journalist and author - contacted 
PH�WR�WHOO�PH�WKDW�$QGUHZ�KDG�VX̆HUHG�
D�VWURNH�ZKLOH�¿OPLQJ�LQ�1HZ�<RUN��WKDW�
KH�ZDV�QRZ�EDFN�LQ�(QJODQG��DQG�WKDW�
he would be returning home from hos-
pital soon.

Andrew was not the same Andrew 
after the stroke - but he was still 
Andrew.

As I wrote here: Kind, generous, 
fearless, funny, optimistic, loyal, and 
EULOOLDQW��+H�FRQWLQXHG�WR�¿OH�LQIRUPD-
tion and documents. He continued to 
look out for stories. He continued to 
KHOS�MRXUQDOLVWV�KH�OLNHG��+H�DOVR�¿HOG-
HG�D�QXPEHU�RI�¿OP�R̆HUV�IRU�KLV�ERRNV�
and his story.

He was well enough in 2017 to do a 
copy edit of my book and to write the 
Foreword for it. I am honoured that he 
did so; I think I may be the only person 
for whom he has written a Foreword. 

-XVW����PRQWKV�DJR�$QGUHZ�ZURWH�D�
withering email in support of me to a 
state-based football organisation in 
Australia that was taking action against 
me for telling the truth. It took him all 
afternoon to type the few paragraphs, 
but he did it anyway. 

I was fortunate to be able to visit An-
drew and his family - whom he adored 
- in Cumbria on several occasions be-
tween 2015 and 2018. If not for the 
Covid pandemic that prevented Aus-
tralians from leaving our country for 
the best part of two years, we had been 
hoping to make another visit last year. 

We continued to keep in touch via 
µSKRQH�DQG�HPDLO�� WKH�PRVW�UHFHQW�EH-
ing just before Christmas.

It is at this point that I pause. 

Writer’s bloc has returned.
I don’t think I can do justice to the 

man who helped me immeasurably at 
one of the lowest parts of my life and 
became a friend. 

I hope those of us who are privileged 
to have been invited to contribute to 
this tribute magazine can continue in 
our own small way - even, in my case, at 
the “arse end of the earth” - to do work 
RI� ZKLFK� $QGUHZ� -HQQLQJV� ZRXOG� EH�
proud. More importantly, I hope this 
and the other contributions in this 
magazine inspire young journalists to 
consider Andrew’s path, rather than 
the easy one. 

Farewell my friend. You will never 
be forgotten.
2QZDUGV�DQG�8SZDUGV��

Bonita merSiadeS of Australia is a whistleb-
lower, and the only football insider to speak 
out about corruption 
MR�JSSXFEPP�ERH�WTIGM½-
cally the 2018/2022 
World Cup bidding 
process. She has 
assisted authorities in 
½ZI�GSYRXVMIW��,IV�WI-
cond book Whatever 
It Takes – The Inside 
Story of the FIFA 
Way was published in 
2018. She is a lifelong 
grassroots football volunteer and participant, 
and the owner of Fair Play Publishing and 
founder of the Football Writers’ Festival.

Andrew and Bonita take a walk 
RIEV�LMW�LSQI�MR�'YQFVME��.ERYEV]������

8QIRUJRWWHQ us walking around Coventry and bar 
hopping that evening. 
(YHU\�Play the Game after that we 

ZRXOG�KDQJ�DURXQG�ZLWK�-HQV�DQG�1LN-
ki Dryden. He was the person that was 
waiting for me at the door of the confer-
ence venue to greet me. 

I learned some tricks of the trade 
from Andrew on the methods for ob-
WDLQLQJ� FRQ¿GHQWLDO� GRFXPHQWV�� +LV�
speeches were always a hit among the 
participants and the highlight of the 

conference. Who can forget his con-
IURQWDWLRQV�ZLWK�),)$¶V�-DFN�:DUQHU"�

I never saw him in person after the 
����� FRQIHUHQFH�� EXW� ZH� H[FKDQJHG�
messages. He was the heart and soul of 
Play the Game and it will never feel the 
same without him. 

I hope that Rosie and Henry will 
know who their Dad was and what he 
GLG� WR� H[SRVH� FRUUXSWLRQ� LQ� VSRUW� DQG�
for investigative journalism in general. 
Rest in peace Andrew, we’ll miss you.

/%8%6-2%�4-.)803:-Ɣ is a Reader in Sports 
Law at Manchester Law School. She is the 
author of EU Sports Law and Breakaway 
Leagues in Football (2015), regularly cont-
ributes to academic journals and presents 
at conferences on the topic of sports law, 
and establishment of rival competitions.
She is a member of the Advisory Board of 
the Professional Tennis Players Association.%RHVI[�ERH�/EXEVMRE�������

https://www.bonitamersiades.com.au/features/andrew-jennings-a-giant-of-sports-investigative-journalism
https://www.fairplaypublishing.com.au/products/whatever-it-takes-the-inside-story-of-the-fifa-way
https://www.fairplaypublishing.com.au/products/whatever-it-takes-the-inside-story-of-the-fifa-way
https://www.fairplaypublishing.com.au/products/whatever-it-takes-the-inside-story-of-the-fifa-way
https://www.fairplaypublishing.com.au/products/whatever-it-takes-the-inside-story-of-the-fifa-way
https://www.mmu.ac.uk/law/about-us/our-staff/profile/index.php?id=4209
https://www.mmu.ac.uk/law/about-us/our-staff/profile/index.php?id=4209
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remember in 2010 he wrote to me that 
LI� ,� FRXOG� ¿QG� D� VWXGHQW�ZLOOLQJ� WR� UH-
VHDUFK�5DIDHO�(VTXLYHO��SUHVLGHQW�RI�WKH�
Venezuelan football federation that he 
was willing to mentor them. (Years lat-
er, Esquivel has pleaded guilty to the 
federal conspiracy charges related to 
fraud and racketeering./JW) 

Once Andrew shared the basics of 
how he saw himself: “I’m not a sports 
reporter. I am an investigative reporter. 
For me, there is a very simple test: 
When you look at any organisation, in-
stitution or individual and you discover 
that there are contradictions between 
their public performance and their pri-
vate behaviour - then it’s time to start 
GLJJLQJ�� 7KHUH� FDQ� EH� QR� H[FHSWLRQV�´�
His spirit of seeking transparency in 
sport was always present in his writ-
ings. He visited Venezuela again in 
2011, but in the city of Caracas, with an-
other audience. We shared his writings 
with our doctoral students.

We are saddened by his departure, 
and I copy verbatim the words of col-
OHDJXH�-RUJH�5DPLUH]��³)ULHQG�$QGUHZ�
left a great impression on me when I 
had the honour of sharing the stage 
with him in Maracay. A gentle and no-
ble being, but implacable in his speech-
es, without ornamentation or waste.”
)DUHZHOO� $QGUHZ� -HQQLQJV�� 0D\�

your writings, still unknown to many, 
reach many, especially the younger 
JHQHUDWLRQV�WR�IROORZ�\RXU�VFKRRO�

Prof (PhD) roSa lóPez de d’amico works 
at Centro de Investigación EDUFISADRED 
at the Universidad Pedagógica Experimen-
tal Libertador in Maracay, Venezuela.

by rosa lóPez de d‘amico

In 2009 we had the honour of welco-
PLQJ�$QGUHZ� -HQQLQJV� WR�0DUDFD\��

Venezuela. It was not easy to obtain his 
books in Venezuela. We had the Spani-
sh version of The Lords of the Rings 
and later The New Lords of the Rings 
thanks to friends. The few who knew 
him were amazed that someone had the 
courage to write in such a way and show 
all the truths that were known to occur 
in the governance structures of sport.

In 2009, with the support of the re-
gional government of Sport of Aragua, 
WKUHH� H[FHOOHQW� MRXUQDOLVWV� �� -HQV�6HMHU�
$QGHUVHQ��(]HTXLHO� )HUQiQGH]�0RRUHV�
DQG�$QGUHZ�-HQQLQJV���ZHUH�EURXJKW�WR�
9HQH]XHOD�WR�LQYHVWLJDWH�DQG�H[SRVH�WKH�
truth about what goes on in the upper 
echelons of sport, amongst those who 
DUH�WKH�µXQWRXFKDEOHV¶��:H�ZHUH�VHHLQJ�
MRXUQDOLVWV�ZKR�UHSUHVHQWHG�D�GL̆HUHQW�
model of sports reporting, not the sta-
tistics of those who won or lost but in-
vestigations that uncovered irrefutable 
truths. Andrew did not hesitate for a 
moment to come to Venezuela and show 
that journalism and transparency can 
be used to improve governance in sport, 
particularly in a fair way. The transla-
tors and participants enjoyed his hu-
mour, but also his genius and sense of 
justice. It seemed impossible to them 
that one could speak in such a way.

Andrew was a man who appreciated 
simplicity and who had a willingness to 
cooperate with anyone who wanted to 
ZRUN��+LV�H[SHULHQFH� LQ�9HQH]XHOD� OHG�
him to write to me that he and his fam-
ily would take basic Spanish classes. I 

FOI, 
SOHDVH�

by bob mackin

AQGUHZ�-HQQLQJV�ZDV�P\� LQVSLUDWL-
on in covering the Vancouver 2010 

Winter Olympics, which were as much a 
political and economical circus as they 
were about sport. FIFA also came to 
WRZQ��VRPH�¿YH�\HDUV�ODWHU��DQG�,�DSSUR-
ached that event in the same fashion. I 
MXVW� GLGQ¶W� JHW� WR� FKDVH� 6HSS� %ODWWHU�
around Vancouver with a camera. An-
GUHZ¶V� ZRUN� LQ� H[SRVLQJ� WKH� %ODWWHU�
EXQFK¶V�FRUUXSWLRQ�OHG�WR�WKH�)%,�FUDFN-
down that spring and it meant the pres-
ident was too scared to travel for fear of 
DUUHVW�DQG�H[WUDGLWLRQ�WR�WKH�8�6�

I was thrilled to attend Andrew’s talk 
DW�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�%ULWLVK�&ROXPELD�D�
few months before the 2010 Games. A 
few of us on the Olympic beat even 
shared some good times with him at a 
local pub afterward. I kept in touch with 
him over the years and was honoured 
for him to be a guest on my podcast in 
March 2018. He ended the segment 
with an intriguing idea:
³)UHHGRP�RI�LQIRUPDWLRQ��SOHDVH�´�
Though sports federations should 

WDNH�WKH�¿UVW�VWHS�RQ�WKHLU�RZQ��$QGUHZ�
was stressing the ease at which govern-
ments could ultimately enact the law 
DQG�VWLOO�QRW�PHGGOH�LQ�WKH�D̆DLUV�RI�WKH�
sports federations.

“I think if you bring this sort of pres-
VXUH�WR�EHDU�RQ��DQG�LW¶V�QRW�H[DFWO\�XQ-
pleasant, it’s just government saying 
oh, by the way, you’re subject to free-
dom information. Okay, we won’t inter-
fere, but we put the mechanism there, 
get on with it. And I think you’d get a 
most surprising, and hopefully, a new 
world of sport.”

In memory of Andrew, why not a 
new campaign for transparency in 
VSRUW"�)UHHGRP�RI�LQIRUPDWLRQ��SOHDVH�

BoB mackin is 
an award-winning 
journalist, and author 
of a book about 
the Winter Games 
2010: „Red Mittens 
& Red Ink: The 
Vancouver Olym-
pics“. He publish at 
theBreaker.news.

“It‘s time to start digging”
'LYES��������6IWXEYVERX�(IQSGVEGME���4LSXS��JENS SEJER ANDERSEN)

https://thebreaker.news/
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by steVen berryman

I can see like it was yesterday that day 
in August 2011 when I opened my 

laptop in Southern California and star-
ted reviewing the daily Google Alerts 
that hit my e-mail each morning.

A certain article immediately caught 
my eye, which related to an American 
ZKR�KDG�D�VHFUHW�ZRUOG�RI�R̆VKRUH�DF-
counts (“FBI investigates secret pay-
ments to FIFA whistleblower”). What 
really interested me though was the 
fact that the subject of the article was 
DQ� ([HFXWLYH� &RPPLWWHH� PHPEHU� RI�
Fédération Internationale de Football 
Association, otherwise known as the 
world football governing body FIFA.  
Since I have loved and played the game 
of football since I could walk, run, and 
kick a ball, the content of this article 
fascinated me.

At the time when reading the article, 
besides being a supporter of the game, I 
was also a Special Agent with the IRS 
&ULPLQDO�,QYHVWLJDWLRQ�'LYLVLRQ��D�8�6��
federal law enforcement agency that 
VSHFLDOL]HV� LQ� WD[�FULPHV��PRQH\� ODXQ-
GHULQJ�� YLRODWLRQV� RI� WKH�%DQN�6HFUHF\�
$FW��DQG�RWKHU�¿QDQFLDO�IUDXG��

The article was written by an indi-
YLGXDO� E\� WKH� QDPH� RI� $QGUHZ� -HQ-
nings, who because I followed sports 
and football around the world, I had a 
vague recollection that he was an inves-
tigative journalist that covered issues 
concerning the International Olympic 
Committee and FIFA. After reading 
WKLV�DUWLFOH��,�LPPHGLDWHO\�ZHQW�WR�-HQ-
nings’ website, transparencyinsport.
org, and read several more articles by 
him that outlined further alleged cor-
ruption in world football (“Chuck’s 
ZRUOG�RI�R̆VKRUH�EDQN�DFFRXQWV´).
,�UHVHDUFKHG�HYHU\WKLQJ�,�FRXOG�¿QG�

E\�0U�� -HQQLQJV� DQG�RWKHU� MRXUQDOLVWV�
about this topic, and within two months 
I became part of an investigative team 
ZLWK�PHPEHUV�RI�WKH�)HGHUDO�%XUHDX�RI�
Investigation in Manhattan, and the 
8QLWHG� 6WDWHV� $WWRUQH\¶V� 2̇FH� LQ� WKH�
(DVWHUQ�'LVWULFW�RI�1HZ�<RUN�
5HDGLQJ�WKLV�VLPSOH�-HQQLQJV�DUWLFOH�

that August day ended up altering the 
QH[W�VHYHQ�\HDUV�RI�P\�OLIH�LQ�ZD\V�WKDW�
I could never have imagined.
%DVHG�XSRQ�PH�UHDGLQJ�WKH�H[FHOOHQW�

ZULWLQJV� RI� $QGUHZ� -HQQLQJV� RQ� KLV�
website, published books, documenta-
ries, podcasts, and more, I soon learned 
that the corruption in the governance 

Steven Berryman in front of 
the U.S. District Court - Eastern 
(MWXVMGX�SJ�2I[�=SVO���MR�&VSSOP]R��
where the FIFA trials were held. 

(Photo: PRIVATE).

https://www.independent.co.uk/sport/football/news/fbi-investigates-secret-payments-to-fifa-whistleblower-2337260.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/sport/football/news/fbi-investigates-secret-payments-to-fifa-whistleblower-2337260.html
https://www.transparencyinsport.org/index.html
https://www.transparencyinsport.org/index.html
https://www.transparencyinsport.org/Chucks_world_of_offshore_bank_accounts/chucks_world_of_offshore_bank_accounts(page1).html
https://www.transparencyinsport.org/Chucks_world_of_offshore_bank_accounts/chucks_world_of_offshore_bank_accounts(page1).html
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of football had also been researched 
and written about by other able investi-
gative journalists as well.

In those early days of me being in-
volved in the FIFA corruption investi-
gation, I poured over whatever I could 
¿QG� E\� UHSRUWHUV� DQG� PHGLD� RXWOHWV�
DURXQG�WKH�JOREH�VXFK�DV�-HQV�6HMHU�$Q-
GHUVHQ�Play the Game (Denmark), 
-HDQ� )UDQoRLV� 7DQGD� �6ZLW]HUODQG���
-RKQ� 6XJGHQ�$ODQ� 7RPOLQVRQ� �8QLWHG�
Kingdom), Sports Business Daily and 
Sports Business World��-DPHV�0��'RUV-
ey (Singapore), Folha� �%UD]LO���$QGUHZ�
:DUVKDZ� �8QLWHG� .LQJGRP��� /DVDQD�
/LEXUG� �7ULQLGDG� DQG� 7REDJR��� Inside 
the Games��+HLGL�%ODNH�-RQDWKDQ�&DO-
YHUW� �8QLWHG� .LQJGRP��� DQG� ODVW� EXW�
GH¿QLWHO\�QRW�OHDVW��WKH�RUJDQL]HU�RI�WKLV�
WULEXWH��-HQV�:HLQUHLFK��*HUPDQ\���7KH�
work by all of these journalists and oth-
ers assisted me tremendously, and by 
H[WHQVLRQ�� WKH� RYHUDOO� 8�6�� LQYHVWLJD-
tion, by giving background and history 
on the governing organization itself, 
and the nuances and allegiances that 
H[LVWHG� DPRQJVW� WKH� YDULRXV� FRXQWULHV�
and confederations represented on FI-
)$¶V�([HFXWLYH�&RPPLWWHH�

Further, their reporting shed light on 
how the commercialization of football 
began and changed the game, and how 
FHUWDLQ�JRYHUQLQJ�ṘFLDOV�RYHU�WKH�GHF-
ades may have lacked the necessary eth-

ics and integrity to be trusted in their 
positions of administrative power.

After many years of hard work by 
8�6�� IHGHUDO� ODZ� HQIRUFHPHQW�� '2-�
prosecutors, and with mutual legal as-
sistance from numerous countries 
around the world, this culminated in 
the late May 2015 charges and arrests 
RI�VHYHUDO�),)$�ṘFLDOV�LQ�6ZLW]HUODQG��
and in other countries in South Ameri-
ca, Central America, and the Caribbe-
an. The resulting press conference gave 
JOREDO�IRRWEDOO�IDQV�D�SHHN�LQ�WR�WKH�H[-
WHQW�DQG�GHSWK�RI�WKH�8�6��LQYHVWLJDWLRQ��
and just over two years later in the 
criminal trial of some of those individu-
als, more was publicly revealed about 
what had been happening behind the 
scenes in the governance of the beauti-
ful game while the world watched their 
favorite teams and footballers every 
week on the television.

Please know that much of this may 
have never come to light were it not for 
the tenacious and dedicated research 
and reporting over the decades of in-
vestigative journalists the world over, 
with this especially being true of the de-
parted, but never forgotten, Andrew 
-HQQLQJV�

When I retired after 31 years of being 
an IRS-CID Special Agent in mid-2018, 
I told myself I was going to thank 
in-person, whenever or wherever pos-

VLEOH��HYHU\�RQH�RI�WKRVH�UHSRUWHUV�MRXU-
QDOLVWV�DXWKRUV�GRFXPHQWDULDQV�EORJ-
JHUV�ZKLVWOHEORZHUV� ZKR� FDPH� EHIRUH�
XV�LQ�WKH�TXHVW�WR�H[SRVH�WKH�FRUUXSWLRQ�
in the game loved by billions.  

I have succeeded in doing that with 
some of the names mentioned above, 
but very sadly, I never was able to make 
LW� WR�(QJODQG� WR� FRQQHFW�ZLWK�$QGUHZ�
-HQQLQJV�EHIRUH�KLV� SDVVLQJ�� � ,� GHHSO\�
regret this, so here I sit writing my ap-
preciation, admiration, respect, and 
recognition to the man who I hold one 
hundred percent responsible for giving 
me the opportunity to participate with 
others in working an investigation of 
something so close to my heart.  

I am not sure what I would have 
SK\VLFDOO\�GRQH�KDG�,�PHW�$QGUHZ�-HQ-
nings personally, but I am sure I would 
have tried to hug him, shake his hand, 
&RYLG� ¿VW�EXPSHG� KLP�� RU� ZKDWHYHU��
EXW� ,� KRSH� ZKHUHYHU� 0U�� -HQQLQJV� LV�
now, he feels not only my individual 
thanks, but also from those around the 
world who realize what a truly special 
and unique investigative journalistic 
talent he possessed.

Rest in peace Andrew, and again, my 
sincere thanks.

SteVen Berryman is the founder of 
&IVV]QER�4VMQI�00'��ER�MRZIWXMKEXMZI�½VQ�
focusing on sports corruption and integrity 
MWWYIW��QEXGL�½\MRK�QEXXIVW��WTSVXW�KEQFPMRK��
anti-bribery, anti-corruption, anti-money 
PEYRHIVMRK��%10
��ERH�GSQTPI\�½RERGMEP�
fraud matters. He was a former Special Agent 
with the United States Department of the 
Treasury, IRS-Criminal Investigation Division 
(IRS-CID). From 2011 through mid-2018, 
Mr. Berryman was the lead IRS-CID case 
agent on a worldwide investigation relating 
to tax, international money laundering, and 
corruption in sports governance within FIFA.

8LI�½VWX�TEKI�SJ�
XLI�½VWX�(3. 
indictment on 

crimes in  
the empire of FIFA 
JVSQ�1E]������

“Much of this may have never come to 
light were it not for the tenacious and 
dedicated research and reporting over 

the decades of investigative journalists”
6WHYHQ�%HUU\PDQ��6SHFLDO�$JHQW�ZLWK�WKH�,56��RQ�WKH�KLVWRULFDO�),)$�LQGLFWPHQWV 

LQ�WKH�8�6���³UHDGLQJ�WKLV�VLPSOH�-HQQLQJV�DUWLFOH�WKDW�$XJXVW�GD\ 
HQGHG�XS�DOWHULQJ�WKH�QH[W�VHYHQ�\HDUV�RI�P\�OLIH�LQ�ZD\V�,�FRXOG�QHYHU�KDYH�LPDJLQHG´
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by alex PhilliPs

Whilst he was feared, even hated, 
by many inside sports federa-

WLRQV��$QGUHZ�-HQQLQJV�ZDV�DOVR�DGPL-
red by many others. Most secretly, but 
a few openly. As soon as his book 
FOUL! came out, I ordered it.

The hardback arrived and sat on my 
GHVN�DW�ZRUN��2QH�RI�WKH�VHQLRU�8()$�
lawyers saw it and immediately asked 
to borrow it - never to be returned, in 
true sports governance tradition. 
(YHU\RQH�ZDQWHG�WR�NQRZ��ZKDW�KDG�

he uncovered this time around?
I remember Andrew at the 2011 

8()$� &RQJUHVV� LQ� 3DULV�� URDPLQJ�
around the spectacular Grand Palais, 
with a smile on his face, truly in his ele-
ment.  Congresses are moments when 
\RX�KDYH�PDQ\�RI�WKH�ELJ�¿VK�DOO�LQ�RQH�
SRQG� DW� RQH� WLPH�� /LWWOH� GLG� KH� NQRZ�
that, only a month or two previously, 
something had happened between the 
WZR� ELJJHVW� ¿VK�� 6HSS� %ODWWHU� DQG�
Michel Platini, that four years later 
would end both their football careers. 
%XW� WKHQ� DJDLQ�� KH�ZDV� LQVLJKWIXO� DQG�
humble enough to say that his work 
was probably just the tip of the iceberg. 
He was proved right.

I did not work with him or leak doc-
XPHQWV�� ,Q� DQ\� FDVH�� 8()$� ZHUH� WKH�
good guys for many years back then: le 
ERQ�pOqYH���WKH�JRRG�SXSLO�� �)RU�8()$�
VWD̆HUV� OLNH�*LDQQL� ,QIDQWLQR�DQG�P\-
VHOI��ZKR�KDG�MRLQHG�8()$�XQGHU�/HQ-
QDUW� -RKDQVVRQ�� *HUKDUG� $LJQHU� DQG�
/DUV�&KULVWHU� 2OVVRQ�� ZH� IHOW� ZH� ZHUH�
¿JKWLQJ� ),)$� FRUUXSWLRQ�� 7KH� JRRG�
¿JKW��DV�ZH�VDZ�LW�� �6R�IRU�PH�$QGUHZ�
-HQQLQJV�ZDV�D�NLQG�RI�KHUR�LQ�WKDW�UH-
spect, because he was doing a much 
better job of it than we were.

Perhaps there was also an element of 
pride that he was a compatriot. OK, so 
yes, we messed up a lot of the world 
with our colonial activities, we invented 
football hooligans, we facilitate grand-
VFDOH�JOREDO�FRUUXSWLRQ�ZLWK�RXU�WD[�KD-
YHQV�DQG�DGYLVRUV��DQG�VR�RQ��%XW�KRZ�
many other countries can boast an An-
GUHZ�-HQQLQJV"��0D\EH�WKHUH�LV�DQRWK-
er rivalry here with Germany …) And 
what is a patriot?

He had to take criticism from our 
RZQ�)$�IRU�WU\LQJ�WR�H[SRVH�),)$�FRU-
ruption before the 2010 World Cup 
vote. What, in the national interest? So 
we criticise FIFA for corruption year af-
ter year - but then take a break when we 
are in a World Cup bid?

What a legend!

What a nonsense that was to some-
one like him who was just after the 
truth. The truth is the truth - whether 
you are in the middle of World Cup bid 
or not - and many people around the 
world would respect and admire that.  
That’s the kind of patriotism that I can 
relate to it. And to the FA’s shame An-
drew was proven right again.
$Q\ZD\�� EDFN� WR� WKH� VWRU\�� 8()$�

was not corrupt and had fought two bit-
ter FIFA Presidential election cam-
SDLJQV� DJDLQVW� %ODWWHU� LQ� ����� DQG�
2002 - and lost miserably. Yet here was 
this one guy, looking a bit like a scare-
crow in his dodgy raincoat, doing more 
damage alone to the corrupt FIFA than 
8()$�� ZLWK� DOO� LWV� PRQH\� DQG� SRZHU��
FRXOG�GR��:KDW�D�OHJHQG�

His work made me realise back then 
WKDW�RQO\�H[WHUQDO�IRUFHV�ZRXOG�EH�DEOH�
to have any real impact on corruption in 
football. And this really was a walking, 
LQGLYLGXDO�� SHUVRQL¿FDWLRQ� RI� ³H[WHUQDO�
force”. After I heard that he was unwell 
I made a pilgrimage to talk to him in 
SHUVRQ��IRU�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH��LQ�&XPEULD�LQ�
2018. He was lucid and full of life. I said 
that I was thinking about writing a book 

one day. He said: „Stop thinking about 
it, stop talking about it, and just get it 
down on paper.” As I mumbled some-
thing about having kids, being busy, 
ZRUN� EODK� EODK� KH� LQWHUMHFWHG�� ³-XVW�
*(7�,7�'21(�´��%XW�LQ�D�NLQGO\�ZD\�

Some insiders he’d known for many 
years, and some he changed his view 
on. I began to ask him about his rela-
WLRQVKLS�ZLWK�-pU{PH�&KDPSDJQH��DQG�
whether the reason that Champagne 
KDG�QHYHU�EHHQ�H[SRVHG�ZDV�EHFDXVH�KH�
had leaked so much to journalists - but 
KH�FXW�PH�R̆�EHIRUH�,�FRXOG�¿QLVK�WKH�
TXHVWLRQ��Ä'RQµW� WDON�WR�PH�DERXW�WKDW�
c**t“. Another place that he trod, where 
few others dared to tread, was criticis-
ing his fellow journalists if they were 
weak, or got captured by those they 
were supposed to be reporting on - a 
breach of journalistic Omertà, surely?

He did not care, because journalists 
that were part of the game were part of 
the problem. What he did care about 
was his profession, and a ferocious pur-
suit of the truth.

Comedian’s technique

He was also funny with it. Yet a lot of 
the humour was the simple comedian’s 
technique of telling the truth. Saying 
what everyone else was thinking, with-
out daring to say it. Or perhaps it was 
saying things that would make people 
laugh with nervousness: “These sports 
ṘFLDOV�DUH�0D¿D��&ULPLQDOV�´�1HUYRXV�
insider giggles follow. The insider would 
say: “Well, he’s gone over the top a bit 
there. I like some of his work but that’s 
WRR� PXFK�� 7KDW¶V� DQ� H[DJJHUDWLRQ�´�
Well, was it? Who was proved right?
2QH�VPDOO�H[DPSOH�RI�KLV�ZRUN�UHDOO\�

VWD\HG� ZLWK� PH�� +HµG� REWDLQHG� DQG�
published documents that showed 

“Get it done!”
$�VSRUW�IHGHUDWLRQ�LQVLGHUµV�YLHZ

4MPKVMQEKI�XS�'YQFVME��%PI\�4LMPPMTW��%RHVI[�.IRRMRKW���4LSXS��PRIVATE)



Sport & politicS, No. 3, JaNuary 202271

The Power of JournalismBrazil #CBF #Senate #teixeira #Havelange aFonSo MoraiS

%ODWWHUµV� ),)$� ³,QGHSHQGHQW´� (WKLFV�
Committee persecuting a good and 
honest person, the Chilean Harold 
0D\QH�1LFKROV�� H̆HFWLYHO\� IRU� KDYLQJ�
had the temerity to even think of stand-
LQJ�DJDLQVW�%ODWWHU�IRU�),)$�3UHVLGHQW���
This wasn’t in a book, or a Panorama.  
,W� ZDV� MXVW� RQH� RI� PDQ\� H[DPSOHV� RI�
FIFA corruption back then. It wasn’t 
about money. It was just something 
WKDW�ZDV�GRZQULJKW�ZURQJ��+HUH��-HQ-
QLQJV�ZDV�H[SRVLQJ�WKH�),)$�3UHVLGHQW�
for abusing FIFA powers in order to 
trash a decent person’s reputation and 
ruin their career. A form of corruption 
that is much harder to highlight than 
brown envelopes changing hands.
-XVW�RQH�H[DPSOH��DPRQJVW�VR�PDQ\��

RI� ZURQJGRLQJ� WKDW� $QGUHZ� -HQQLQJV�
H[SRVHG�DQG�EURXJKW�WR�WKH�DWWHQWLRQ�RI�
the public and football insiders. We 
suspected this type of thing was hap-
pening - he proved it. For all of this, 
many people inside sport are thankful 
- albeit most secretly, of course. Some 
of those insiders are in top positions, 
and probably would not be where they 
are today without his work.

I am currently the Administrator to 
the World Football Remission Fund - 
WKH�����P�WKDW�),)$��&210(%2/�DQG�
Concacaf JRW�EDFN�IURP�WKH�'2-��-HQ-
nings played a critical role in helping 
WKH�'2-�GR� WKHLU�ZRUN� VR� VXFFHVVIXOO\�
and get rid of so many corrupt football 
ṘFLDOV�� )RU� ZKLFK� DOO� IRRWEDOO�ORYHUV�
around the world are grateful. As he 
said himself, these people are stealing 
money from the people’s game. He 
played a huge role in getting it back to 
where it can be used to really develop 
the world’s favourite sport.

He also made it clear to the world 
that, without investigative journalists 
and whistleblowers, no change would 
happen in sport governance. And he 
was the spiritual leader of those investi-
gative journalists. This is his legacy, 
and an inspiration to many - both in-
siders and outsiders. For calling out 
corruption that everyone suspected (a 
few even knew), and calling it out in an 
H̆HFWLYH�ZD\�WKDW�ZRXOG�DFWXDOO\�OHDG�WR�
concrete change.  With the documents.  
%H\RQG�UHDVRQDEOH�GRXEW��+H�UHDOO\�JRW�
things done, and not just stories. 

alex PhilliPS was writing in a personal 
GETEGMX]��,I�MW�E�JSVQIV�WIRMSV�9)*%�SJ½GMEP�
(2002-19), and now Administrator to the 
$201m World Football Remission Fund.

by afonso morais

WLWK�WKH�GHDWK�RI�$QGUHZ�-HQQLQJV�
I have lost one of my greatest in-

spirations as a professional and a dear 
friend. Much has been said about the 
brilliant and award-winning career of 
one of journalism’s most intrepid and 
daring reporters. I want to devote a few 
paragraphs to recall relevant reporting 
E\�$QGUHZ�-HQQLQJV�WKDW�UHLQIRUFHV�KLV�
LQÀXHQFH�LQ�FUHDWLQJ�D�EROGHU�PRGHO�RI�
investigative journalism. 

According to him, young journalists 
should go out more often to talk to 
sources and read less press releases.

I want to reveal the human side of 
my “comrade” - as we used to call each 
other in person, through hundreds of 
emails and in the countless Skype calls.

I also want to share some of the time 
when I had the immense privilege of 
working alongside him with the mis-
VLRQ�RI�UHYHDOLQJ�WR�%UD]LOLDQV�WKDW�WKH�
organizers of the 2014 World Cup were 
nothing more than, in his words: “ridic-
ulous, perverted and corrupt gentle-
men”. I even had the honour of hosting 
him for a few days in my humble resi-
dence in 2012 when he proposed to vis-
LW�%UDVLOLD�LQ�VHFUHW��,�FRQIHVV�WKDW�LW�ZDV�
H[FLWLQJ� WR� KRVW� VXFK� DQ� XQXVXDO�� ID-
PRXV�DQG�FRQWURYHUVLDO�FKDUDFWHU��(YHQ�
more so seeing that white-haired gen-
tleman parading through my house 
wearing his famous blue farmer’s over-
alls, beige journalist’s waistcoat and 
coloured socks (he wore red and pink). 
We had amazing conversations about 
various subjects that I will carry with 
me for the rest of my life.

The purpose of the visit was to make 
contacts, draw up and discuss strate-
gies on how to “overthrow” the then 
³XQWRXFKDEOH´� 5LFDUGR� 7HL[HLUD� IURP�
the presidency of the Brazilian Foot-
ball Confederation��&%)���0RQWKV�ODW-
HU��WKH�SUHVLGHQW�IHOO�DQG�-HQQLQJV�NQHZ�
about it before I did. It was unforgetta-
ble when I got his call happily celebrat-
ing the result of our actions that weak-

ened Tricky Ricky, as he used to call 
7HL[HLUD��³:H�WRRN�GRZQ�WKH�¿UVW�RQH��
1RZ�ZH�DUH�JRLQJ�DIWHU�-RVHSK�%ODWWHU��
-pU{PH� 9DOFNH� DQG� -RmR� +DYHODQJH�´�
KH�VDLG��DIWHU�VD\LQJ�%UD]LOLDQ�DXWKRUL-
WLHV�VKRXOG�DUUHVW�5LFDUGR�7HL[HLUD�

It was only in 2011, when I was invit-
HG�E\�IRUPHU�SOD\HU�5RPiULR�WR�MRLQ�KLV�
team in the Chamber of Deputies, that I 
JRW�LQ�WRXFK�ZLWK�$QGUHZ��(QWKXVHG�E\�
his new mandate as a federal deputy, 
the footballer decided to create a blog 
to publish information about the or-
ganisation of the 2014 World Cup. As 
one of the people responsible for the 
publication, I suggested that we seek 
out Andrew, recognised as “FIFA’s ene-
my number 1”, to propose an interview 
at the launch of the blog.

Andrew took the opportunity to use 
WKH�PHGLD� LQWHUHVW�DURXQG�5RPiULR� WR�
SXEOLFL]H�HYLGHQFH�RI�5LFDUGR�7HL[HLUD¶V�
involvement in some cases of corrup-
tion and question his presence as pres-
LGHQW�RI�WKH�/RFDO�2UJDQL]LQJ�&RPPLW-
tee of the 2014 World Cup. With the 
UHFRJQLWLRQ�KH�KDG�MXVW�HDUQHG�LQ�%UD-
]LO�� -HQQLQJV� WKHQ� DFFHSWHG� DQ� LQYLWD-
WLRQ�WR�SUHVHQW�KLV�¿QGLQJV�DW�WKH�(GX-
cation, Culture and Sport Commission 
RI� WKH�)HGHUDO�6HQDWH� �(&�� LQ�2FWREHU�
2011. As soon as the congressmen 
OLQNHG�WR�&%)�KHDUG�DERXW�WKH�PHHWLQJ��
they tried everything to make sure it 
GLGQ¶W�KDSSHQ��$W�WKH�VDPH�WLPH��7HL[-
HLUD�¿OHG�D�GHIDPDWLRQ�VXLW�DJDLQVW�$Q-
GUHZ� -HQQLQJV� XVLQJ� DQ� LQWHUYLHZ� KH�
had given to ESPN Brasil months be-
IRUH�WR�WU\�WR�NHHS�KLP�DZD\�IURP�%UD-
]LO��-HQQLQJV�UHSRUWHG�WKDW�EDLOL̆V�ZHUH�
WU\LQJ� WR� WUDFN� KLP� GRZQ� LQ� /RQGRQ�
DQG� WKDW� WKH\� RQFH�ZHQW� WR� WKH� %%&¶V�
/RQGRQ�KHDGTXDUWHUV��ZKHUH�WKH\�PLV-
takenly believed he was an employee.
*HWWLQJ�$QGUHZ�WR�%UD]LO�DW�WKLV�WLPH�

LQYROYHG� WKH� %ULWLVK� (PEDVV\�� VRPH�
JRRG�SROLWLFLDQV� OHG�E\�-~OLR�/LQKDUHV��
journalists, lawyers, civil servants and 
business people who wanted to ensure 
-HQQLQJV� KDG� WKH� RSSRUWXQLW\� WR� UH-
turn. He also had a police escort and a 

The tricks 
of Tricky Ricky

+RZ�D�%ULWLVK�MRXUQDOLVW�LQ¿OWUDWHG�WKH�1DWLRQDO�&RQJUHVV�
WR�JHW�GRZQ�WRS�ṘFLDOV�DQG�FKDQJH�VSRUWV�SROLF\�LQ�%UD]LO

https://www.fifa.com/about-fifa/organisation/media-releases/us-department-of-justice-awards-fifa-foundation-usd-201-million-compensation
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/justice-department-approves-remission-over-32-million-forfeited-funds-victims-fifa-corruption
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guarantee for his personal safety. An-
GUHZ�-HQQLQJV¶�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�WR�WKH�VHQ-
ators at the commission was broadcast 
live on TV Senado, ESPN Brasil and 
several other media outlets. 
$PRQJVW�RWKHU�WKLQJV��-HQQLQJV�VDLG�

WKDW� 7HL[HLUD� DQG� +DYHODQJH� UHFHLYHG�
EULEHV�WR�VLJQ�D�FRQWUDFW�ZLWK�,6/��$F-
cording to him, both had confessed to 
Swiss authorities the illicit receipt and 
made a legal agreement to return part 
RI�WKH�PRQH\�DQG�SD\�D�¿QH�VR�WKDW��LQ�
H[FKDQJH�� WKHLU� QDPHV� ZRXOG� QRW� EH�
disclosed by the Swiss. The information 
ZDV� FRQ¿UPHG� VHYHQ� PRQWKV� ODWHU�
when the Swiss justice system respond-
ed to a request from several media 
companies and released dossier reveal-
LQJ� WKDW� WKH� WZR�%UD]LOLDQV� GLG� LQ� IDFW�
UHFHLYH�EULEHV�ZRUWK�PLOOLRQV�IURP�,6/�

 In 2013, I attended the Play the 
Game conference in Denmark. After 
the presentation of a FIFA representa-
tive, Andrew asked: “Can you tell me if 
WKH�)%,�KDV�HYHU�EHHQ�WR�),)$"´�

The FIFA representative arrogantly 
replied that not yet and that he did not 
believe they would, to which Andrew 
replied: “They are coming and they will 
knock on your door soon”. At the close 
RI� WKH� OHFWXUH�� -HQQLQJV� ZDV� KLJKO\�

sought after, but he preferred not to 
IXOO\� H[SRVH� WKH� WUXWK�� +RZHYHU�� DW�
QLJKW�� DIWHU� GLQQHU�� KH� FRQ¿GHG� LQ�PH�
WKDW�KH�ZDV�LQ�FRQWDFW�ZLWK�WKH�)%,�DQG�
that he had been supplying the agents 
with information and documents. 

As is well known, around 18 months 
later, in May 2015, in Switzerland, the 
86� DXWKRULWLHV� DUUHVWHG� ��� OHDGHUV� DW-
tending the annual FIFA congress, in-
cluding the former president of the 
&%)��-RVp�0DULD�0DUtQ��RQ�FKDUJHV�RI�
money laundering and corruption.
-HQQLQJV¶�NHHQ�MRXUQDOLVWLF�VHQVH�KDV�

contributed greatly to world sport. And 
his investigations and denunciations 
UHYHUEHUDWHG�LQ�%UD]LO�LQ�VXFK�D�IRUFHIXO�
way that they also shook the structures 
RI� %UD]LOLDQ� HQWLWLHV� VXFK� DV� &%)� DQG�
the Brazilian Olympic Committee that 
have always been accused of corruption 
and mismanagement. With his leader-
ship, generosity and his ability to at-
tract young reporters, journalistic vigi-
ODQFH� LQFUHDVHG� DQG� PDQ\� %UD]LOLDQ�
sports leaders were condemned by jus-
tice or removed from their positions, as 
KDSSHQHG� WR� +DYHODQJH�� 7HL[HLUD��
0DUtQ��1X]PDQ�DQG�RWKHUV�
$IWHU�$QGUHZ�-HQQLQJV¶�YLVLWV�WR�%UD-

zil, statutes were updated to prevent 

endless re-elections of sports body 
presidents, laws were created to further 
protect sports resources, and other le-
gal devices were improved.

The World Cup and the Olympic 
Games did not leave good memories for 
%UD]LOLDQV� RQ� DQG� R̆� WKH� ¿HOGV� DQG�
FRXUWV�� %HVLGHV� WKH� XQIRUJHWWDEOH� ����
ORVV�DJDLQVW�*HUPDQ\�DW�WKH�VHPL�¿QDO�
of the World Cup, the mega sporting 
HYHQWV�OHIW�XQ¿QLVKHG�ZRUNV��HPEH]]OH-
ment of billions of public money and 
the construction of many stadiums that 
became white elephants.
%XW� DV� IDWH� ZRXOG� KDYH� LW�� WKH� UHDO�

legacy of the mega-events promised by 
WKH�KLJKHVW�VSRUWV�HQWLWLHV�WR�WKH�%UD]LO-
ians was delivered by “FIFA’s enemy 
number one” with his indispensable 
and impeccable performance in the 
%UD]LOLDQ�&RQJUHVV�ZLWK�WKH�PLVVLRQ�RI�
revealing the “dirty game” of the carto-
las who run sports.
:H�IRXJKW�WKH�JRRG�¿JKW��FRPUDGH��

It was an honour to share the trenches 
with you. I learned to be a better citizen 
and a more attentive and questioning 
journalist. As you always said:

“Where are the documents, comrade 
Afonso?”
)DUHZHOO��P\�GHDU�IULHQG�

8[S�SJ�XLI�QSWX�GSVVYTX�SJ½GMEPW�MR�*-*%³W�ERH�JSSXFEPP³W�LMWXSV]��'LYGO�&PE^IV��97%
�ERH�&VE^MP³W�6MGEVHS�8IVVE�8IM\IMVE��GEPPIH�8VMGO]�6MGO]� 
4MGXYVI�XEOIR�EX�*-*%³W�+EPE�(MRRIV�MR�1E]������RIEV�4EVMW��EX�Château de Chantilly. (Photo: JENS WEINREICh)
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by graham dunbar

AQGUHZ� -HQQLQJV� PDGH� HYHU\RQH�
smarter and better in their work 

reporting on FIFA and the Olympics.
Starting work for the Associated 

Press in Switzerland in 2008, Andrew’s 
FOUL!�ZDV�WKH�¿UVW�ERRN�WKDW�OLYHG�RQ�
my desk. That investment of just £9 to 
be schooled in the ways of the FIFA 
Family might be the best value educa-
tion the journalism industry ever of-
fered. Riotously funny and gloriously 
irreverent. Corrosively true and - Tick. 
Tick. Tick. - eventually vindicated.
,W�WROG�WKH�VWRU\�RI�,6/�DW�LWV�FRUH�EXW�

foretold so much more. The Russia-Qa-
WDU� YRWHV�� %ULEHV� LQ� 7ULQLGDG�� &KXFN¶V�
WD[HV�� %ODWWHU¶V�PD¿D�� 9DOFNH¶V� KXEULV��
The heart of it all is there in Andrew’s 
ZRUGV��%\�UHYHDOLQJ�),)$¶V�URWWHQ�FRUH��
he encouraged and invited us, and law 
HQIRUFHPHQW�� WR� H[SHFW� DQG� ORRN� IRU�
more then document it.

Andrew was an inspiration, a right-
eous guide and great for business.

Thank you.

by lúcio de castro

It was the end of October 2013, two 
PRQWKV�EHIRUH�VXPPHU��LQ�5LR�GH�-D-

neiro. It was so hot, the air conditio-
ning could not cope. A crowd was 
squeezed into the auditorium of the 
3RQWL¿FDO�&DWKROLF�8QLYHUVLW\ for a lec-
ture on investigative journalism. I was 
among the speakers, but the reason for 
the capacity audience was not because 
of me. Andrew was the reason. 

At some point came the question 
that he must be asked every time, a 
WKRXVDQG�WLPHV��%HIRUH�DQVZHULQJ��$Q-
GUHZ�JDYH�VRPH�FRQWH[W��³,¶P�DQ�LQYHV-
tigative journalist, I have to say things 
carefully. I do a lot of research on my 
VXEMHFWV��%XW�GHVSLWH�WKDW��,�WU\�WR�VSHDN�
in an interesting and attractive way.” 
+H�ZHQW�RQ�WR�GH¿QH�ZKDW�DQ�LQYHVWLJD-
tive journalist is: “He is one who, when 
KH�ZDONV��ORRNV�OLNH�KH�IDUWHG��(YHU\RQH�
around wants to get away.”

The audience went wild. 
He concluded by saying that when 

he walked around FIFA or the IOC that 
ZDV� WKH� H[DFW� IHHOLQJ� KH� KDG� ZKHQ�
everyone saw him: that he had farted 
and everyone was leaving. 

The perfection of this image accom-
panies me to this day, as well as the cer-
tainty that no one has wanted to escape 
from the powers of sport around the 
ZRUOG�PRUH�WKDQ�$QGUHZ�-HQQLQJV��

In my case, he was generous above 
all. In the act of sharing information, 

allowing me to ask questions. He was 
generous as the great are. When it 
FRPHV�WR�%UD]LO��KLV�FRQWULEXWLRQ�ZHQW�
IXUWKHU��+H�H[SRVHG��HPEDUUDVVHG�DQG�
laid bare some of the biggest corrup-
tions in the history of the sport. Many 
RI� WKH� SHRSOH� LQYROYHG� DUH� %UD]LOLDQV��
The importance of this is even greater 
here because of the nature of our sports 
press. We live in a country where the 
sports press is severely curtailed.

At times when democracy was 
strengthened (here now so sadly at risk 
under the tragedy of an unspeakable 
ruler) advances in journalism were 
achieved in various areas, but in the 
DUHD�RI�VSRUW�LW�LV�DOZD\V�PRUH�GL̇FXOW�
and more restricted. The relationship 
between broadcasting rights and jour-
nalism in larger companies punishes 
ZLWK� EDQLVKPHQW� DQG� HWHUQDO� H[LOH�
those who dare to do journalism in the 
VSRUWV� ¿HOG�� )DFHG� ZLWK� VXFK� D� VLWXD-
WLRQ��WKH�SUHVHQFH�RI�$QGUHZ�-HQQLQJV��
who became so familiar around here 
before the World Cup and the Olym-
pics, was a light for these journalists. 
+LV�H[WUDRUGLQDU\�GHHGV��KLV�FRXUDJH�

and his fearlessness made it all worth-
ZKLOH��$V�D�%UD]LOLDQ�SRHW�VD\V��³HYHQ�LI�
bread is little and freedom is small”. 

It was worth it.

lúcio de caStro is one of the most famous 
Brazilian investigative journalists.. He has wor-
ked previously for ESPN and is now running 
the investigative platform Agência Sportlight.

“It was worth it!”

Lúcio de Castro. �4LSXS��4PE]�XLI�+EQI�THOMAS SØNDERGAARD)

by søren bang

%ack in the day and seen from a dis-
tance, many probably felt that 

$QGUHZ�-HQQLQJV¶�XQFRPSURPLVLQJ�DW-
WDFNV�RQ�WRS�H[HFXWLYHV�LQ�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�
sport sometimes went a little too far, 
were a little too confrontational, a little 
too unpolished. I was one of them, ha-
ving been Play the Game‘s (GLWRU�LQ�
FKLHI� IRU�PDQ\�\HDUV��/DWHU�� LW�EHFDPH�
clear to me that his harsh outbursts 
DJDLQVW� µWKH� FURRNV¶�ZKR�ZHUH� WKULYLQJ�
in some of the major international 
sports organisations had nothing in 
common with random insults. They in-
deed belonged to his well-founded, 
fact-based, and sober description of 
ZKDW� -HQQLQJV� KLPVHOI� VR�ZRQGHUIXOO\�
ODEHOOHG�WKH�µSRQG�OLIH¶�RI�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�
sports organisations.

Tick. 
Tick. 
Tick.

Well-founded,
fact-based

https://agenciasportlight.com.br/
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by dominik sinnreich

When Jennings talks about Blatter 
and FIFA, he does so with his 

whole body. He slides around the room 
RQ�KLV�ṘFH�FKDLU��JHVWLFXODWHV�ZLOGO\��
runs his hands through his hair. In bet-
ween, he smokes a cigarette every now 
and then. Golden Virginia, rolled by 
himself. And he exudes an almost 
childlike glee when he talks about how 
he’s just teased them again with a new 
revelation story. That’s how I described 
Andrew in 2008 on the sidelines of the 
biggest sports journalism conference 
ever in Germany, inspired by Play the 
Game, for the Austrian football maga-
zine Ballesterer. At that time I was still 
a Frischg’fangter, as they say in Vienna 
��D�QHZFRPHU��$QGUHZ�-HQQLQJV�KDG�WR�
hold his workshop several times be-
cause everyone wanted to listen to him.

He changed my view of journalism 
forever at that conference. He didn’t 

by grit hartmann

I GRQ¶W� NQRZ�H[DFWO\�ZKHQ� ,�¿UVW�PHW�$QGUHZ�-HQQLQJV� LQ�SHUVRQ��7KDW� LV�
because he was present long before, 
since the mid-90s. At that time, I was 
ZRUNLQJ�RQ�P\�¿UVW�ERRN��D�UHFNRQLQJ�
with GDR sports, and I was wondering 
about the respect that a few communist 
party bigwigs (who were scorned in 
(DVW�*HUPDQ\��HQMR\HG�ZLWKLQ�WKH�,2&��
Only after reading The Lords of the 
Rings nothing surprised me anymore. 
More than anything, I loved this book 
for its tone towards the “suits”. It was 
my discovery of global sport politics.

One encounter with Andrew that I 
remember vividly was as late as the 
Play the Game Conference in 2013. An-
drew was interested in my work on one 
of the many Olympic crooks, the Hun-
JDULDQ�ZHLJKWOLIWLQJ� ERVV� 7DPiV� $MiQ��
then still under the protection of the 
,2&�DQG�LWV�XVHOHVV�(WKLFV�&RPPLVVLRQ��
I was a little surprised at how kind and 
candidly curious he was.

This is what I have always associated 
with him. He was incomparable not 
just for his investigations, or his hu-
mour, but because he embodied a rare 
balance in our profession: as relentless 
as he was in stepping on the toes of the 
sports nobility, his heart towards col-
leagues he trusted was bigger. That 
FDPH� ¿UVW� WR�PLQG� DW� WKH� QHZV� RI� KLV�

death, when I spent the day going 
through old emails. Andrew never had 
a problem sharing information. With 
PH�� KH� GLG� VR� IRU� H[DPSOH� EHIRUH� WKH�
(XURSHDQ�*DPHV�LQ�$]HUEDLMDQ��:KHQ�,�
read his comments on “Pat the twat” 
(Hickey), I swear I heard him laughing.
At the time, I struggled a bit with focus: 
the Aliyev kleptocracy, its tentacles to 
the West and to the sports gangsters, 
the gross human rights violations ... 

His advice to me may be unpopular: 
³&XW� WKH�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�EDFN��8VH�D� IHZ�
JUHDW� H[DPSOHV� WKHQ� JR� IRU� WKH� EDV-
WDUGV�´� ,� EHOLHYH� LW� ZDV� DQG� VWLOO� LV� WKH�
ULJKW� DSSURDFK�� %HFDXVH� RI� FRXUVH�� WKH�
powerful and those with access to them 
ZLOO� DOZD\V�XVH� FRUUXSW� SUDFWLFHV� WR�¿OO�
their pockets, stay in power. It is corrup-
tion in its many forms (more than ideol-
ogy, at least with the enablers in sports) 
that poses a threat to basic civil rights. 
And there, in the bloody blood money, 
KRZHYHU� GL̇FXOW� WR� SLQSRLQW�� OLHV� WKH�
reason why IOC and other sports organ-
isations treat human rights rather as a 
35�H[HUFLVH��EXW�LQ�UHDOLW\�GRQ¶W�FDUH�

When I came across a few lines in an 
article during the Tokyo Games claim-
LQJ� WKDW� $OMDNVDQGU� /XNDVFKHQND�� WKH�
GLFWDWRU�RI�%HODUXV��KDG�XVHG�KLV�12&�
to launder money, I thought of Andrew: 

This would be his topic now, if he were 
still active, wouldn’t it? No one ever fol-
lowed up on that. Okay, we are all busy 
- but I was, at least for a moment, re-
minded that there are things you can-
not be too busy for.
$�¿QDO�ZRUG�RQ�KLV�VWURQJ�SUHVHQFH��

7KH�WLWOH�RI�WKH�¿OP�WKDW�EURXJKW�$MiQ¶V�
downfall, The Lord of the Lifters, was a 
salute and a bow not to Tolkien, but to 
-HQQLQJV�� ,�QHYHU� WROG�KLP� WKDW��%XW� ,�
like to imagine that he knew.

grit hartmann is based in Leipzig. She has 
written several books. Her work is focused on 
WTSVXW�TSPMXMGW�ERH�HSTMRK��3RI�SJ�LIV�½PQW��
produced with Hajo Seppelt, brought the cor-
VYTX�-;*�TVIWMHIRX�8EQjW�%NjR�½REPP]�HS[R�

just stand for a love of the journalistic 
craft (I teach my students to this day 
ZLWK� %%&� VQLSSHWV� IURP� $QGUHZ� EH-
cause he was so good at editing com-
SOH[�DQG�LQYHVWLJDWLYH�ZRUN�IRU�79���+H�
was not only known for good lines. He 
also stood for a very particular look at 
people, for a social and a sociological 
look at the corrupt networks he dedi-
FDWHG�KLV�OLIH�WR�H[SRVLQJ�
$QGUHZ�ZDV�WKH�¿UVW�VSRUWV�MRXUQDO-

ist I heard quote the great sociologist 
3LHUUH� %RXUGLHX�� $QG� KLV� ZRUNVKRS�
back then had the great title: How do 
you get the documents they don’t want 
you to see? He didn’t show us magic 
tricks, but rather his view of the world 
and of people. “Find those decent 
JX\V�´� 7KDW� ZDV� KLV� DGYLFH� WR� XV��
Whether you do it with a lot of time and 
SDWLHQFH�RU�ZLWK�¿UHZRUNV��DV�ZLWK�-HQ-

nings’ signal to the “decent guys” in 
),)$��VR�EHDXWLIXOO\�GHVFULEHG�E\�-HQV�
Sejer Andersen in his obituary).
$-�DOVR�KDG�DQRWKHU�YLHZ�RI�ZKDW�KH�

did, one that is easily lost, especially 
from a young, enthusiastic newcomer. 
In that 2008 article, actually an inter-
YLHZ�� KH�PXVHG� DERXW� %ODWWHU� DQG� KLV�
compulsion to control. “He’s a mi-
cro-manager. Nothing happens with-
out him knowing about it. He’s always 
LQ�WKH�ṘFH�HDUO\��ZKLFK�LV�V\PSWRPDW-
ic of a man who runs a corrupt organi-
VDWLRQ�´�%XW�WKHQ�$QGUHZ�DGGHG��³2QH�
thing has to be said. Nobody has died in 
this matter. We’re not talking about 
global warming, Darfur, the Congo. It’s 
just a bunch of clowns stealing.”

dominik Sinnreich is based in Vienna. He 
runs his media company Newsroom GmbH.

“Find those decent guys!”

“Go for the bastards!”

+SSH�SPH�XMQIW��JSVQIV�-;*�WYTVIQS�8EQjW�
Aján, IOC president Thomas Bach. (Photo: IWF)

https://www.newsroom.gmbh/


Sport & politicS, No. 3, JaNuary 202275

Legacy#Journalism #lessonslearnt laura robinson, nikki DryDen

that way when he let loose against a 
VSRUW�ṘFLDO��%XW�KH�KDG�SOHQW\�RI�SD-
WLHQFH��+LV�QDVW\�ZRUGV�WR�VSRUW�ṘFLDOV�
weren’t because they tried to ignore 
him; they came because he had found, 
over years, the documents that proved a 
self-glorifying press release was really a 
big fat lie, or that a self-glorifying sport 
ṘFLDO�ZDV�D�ELJ�IDW�OLDU���RU�FULPLQDO�

Patience, that’s what he had. The 
SXEOLF�SHUVRQD�RI�$QGUHZ�GLGQ¶W�UHÀHFW�
the meticulous and patient way in 
which he gathered information neces-
sary in order to reveal the man (there 
were many) behind the curtain and the 
web of crimes in which he was involved. 
Anyone who has investigated those be-
hind curtains knows about patience be-
FDXVH� WKHLU� ¿UVW� WDFWLF� LV� WR� LJQRUH� XV��
requests for interviews, requests for 
GRFXPHQWV�� UHTXHVWV� IRU� FODUL¿FDWLRQ�
when things just don’t seem to add up 
- nope, we’re not answering you. So, 
WKHQ�ZH�¿OH� IRU�)2,¶V�� JHW� LQWR� WKH�DU-
FKLYHV� DQG� WU\� WR� ¿QG� LQVLGH� VRXUFHV��
This can take years and Andrew put in 
those years - gathering and compiling 
documents until he had what was need-
ed, and that’s when we saw the unfor-
gettable gotcha moments. 

Didn’t you just love Andrew, in his 
rumpled trench coat waiting outside an 
airport for a grand poo-bah whose day 
he is about to wreck - only because he’s 
asking real questions? Their responses 
made journalistic history, and they’re 
super fun to watch on-line.

It’s not like we weren’t asking real 
questions before The Lords of the Rings 
was published, but we were so easily ig-
nored. Andrew created a solid landing 
place for journalists who sought truth. 

In terms of credibility, you can’t beat 
being a straight white male - which An-
drew was - but the space he created by 
prying the door open a bit wider helped 
the journey for the rest of us.

The best way to pay tribute to him is 
to walk his path - ask the questions, get 
the documents, never give up, and then 
catch the bastards.

laura roBinSon is a Canadian journalist 
who reported on abuse and discriminati-
on against black and indigenous peoples, 
and female athletes and students. She 
has published several books. Laura is the 
recipient of the Play the Game Award 2002.

by laura robinson

IQ� ����� $QGUHZ� -HQQLQJV� DQG� 9\Y�
Simson published The Lords of the 

Rings. They were established investiga-
tive journalists yet wrote in the book’s 
introduction: “To our surprise [Olym-
pic sport] has turned out to be the most 
GL̇FXOW�LQYHVWLJDWLRQ�ZH�KDYH�HYHU�XQ-
dertaken. In recent years we have 
written, or made TV documentaries, 
DERXW� WKH�0D¿D�� WKH�,UDQ�&RQWUDV�DI-
fair, terrorism, corruption at Scotland 
Yard and other dark areas of public 
life …The world of Olympic, amateur 
sport has proved the hardest to pene-
trate. Never before have we found it so 
GL̇FXOW�WR�REWDLQ�RQ�WKH�UHFRUG�LQWHU-
views, documents and original sources 
… It is a secretive, elite domain where 
the decisions about sport, our sport, 
are taken behind closed doors, where 
money is spent on creating a fabulous 
OLIH�VW\OH�IRU�D�WLQ\�FLUFOH�RI�ṘFLDOV�´�

They got that right. 
The book was important in many 

ways, and changed the way we under-
stand the secretive sporting world that 
is run by a very few. It brought, along 
with the other ways Andrew shared 
journalism - in documentaries, more 
books, and many articles - a new lens. 
For instance, instead of the usual fawn-
ing and unquestioning sports story, An-
drew made the connection between the 
authoritarian and patriarchal organiza-
tion of sport and the practice of fascism. 
He understood sports’ political econo-
my with its dangerous secrets, collu-
sions and cover-ups as a threat to civil 
society and democracy, and delivered 
all with his trademark impish smile. 

We may be saying good-bye to An-
drew in the physical sense, but his way 
of practicing journalism, and how it en-
hanced transparency and civil society 
casts a long and bright shadow (Yes, 
shadows can be bright, especially in 
contrast to the dark ones we know so 
well). Truth and transparency were the 
materials Andrew demanded and when 
he received bullshit and walls, you knew 
it. No one else could get away with the 
H[SOHWLYHV� KH� XVHG�� LQ� D� YHU\� SHUVRQDO�
way, mainly against FIFA representa-
tives. He had no use for niceties.

I was also going to write that he had 
no patience either, because it appeared 

by nikki dryden

WKHQ� $QGUHZ� -HQQLQJV� DQG� 9\Y�
Simson published The Lords of 

the Rings��,�ZDV�D����\HDU�ROG�¿UVW�WLPH�
Olympian. I had heard nothing of the 
book, and blindly swore my allegiance 
to the Olympic Rings. Four years later 
when he published the sequel, I did 
know about it, but chose not to read it 
… although the cracks were forming in 
my view of the Olympic Games, as an 
elite swimmer I was deeply invested in 
the Olympic Movement.
,�¿QDOO\�UHDG�ERWK�ERRNV��VWLOO�SURPL-

nently displayed on my bookshelf. An-
drew’s work put me on the path to be-
FRPH�RQH�RI�WKH�ZRUOG¶V�OHDGLQJ�H[SHUWV�
LQ�WKH�¿HOG�RI�VSRUW�DQG�KXPDQ�ULJKWV��
Starting from a governance perspective 
built on his investigative work, I con-
tinue to argue that the only way we will 
realize human rights in sport is if good 
JRYHUQDQFH�FRPHV�¿UVW�

Humbled as I was to wade into An-
drew’s books, it was a whole new world 
when I met him at Play the Game. He 
took me under his wing and hoping I 
would stick with journalism instead of 
law, he recommended readings and 
tried to break me out of my legalistic 
and boring writing style. Our relation-
ship culminated in Look. Who’s Coming 
To London, an e-book we published to-
gether ahead of the 2012 Olympics de-
tailing the real biographies of the IOC.

His style was like no other. His smile 
hid so much trouble. Andrew’s work 
and mentoring transformed me from a 
naive Olympian into a critical writer, 
scholar and legal activist. I may never 
have lived up to his hope for me, but he 
certainly lived up to my hope for him.

nikki dryden is a Human Rights lawyer. 
She competed for Canada at the 1992 
and 1996 Olympics. (Photo above: PTG)

“Walk his path”

Transformation 
from a naive 

Olympian into 
a critical writer
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by roger Pielke

I VSRWWHG� $QGUHZ� -HQQLQJV� KDYLQJ�breakfast and decided to join him. 
This was in October 2013, in Aarhus, 
Denmark at Play the Game. I was fee-
ling pretty good about myself, having 
the day before participated in a debate 
over FIFA’s future with Mark Pieth, the 
Swiss academic who was then leading 
),)$¶V� LQWHUQDO� UHIRUP� H̆RUWV��:DOWHU�
de Gregorio, a FIFA spokesperson and 
2VDVX�2ED\LXZDQD��D�%ULWLVK�1LJHULDQ�
journalist. I had presented clear evi-
dence that FIFA’s reform process was 
ÀRXQGHULQJ�DQG�GHVSLWH�WKH�RUJDQL]DWL-
on’s assurances, had accomplished very 
little. I wanted to hear what Andrew 
thought about the debate. 

Well, as it turned out, not too much. 
Andrew graciously asked me to sit 

down and join him for breakfast. He 
then proceeded to tell me in his distinc-
tive and colorful way that the entire de-
bate the day before had completely 
missed the point. He told me that these 
people - referring to me and my fellow 
panelists - didn’t understand FIFA at 
all. It was not an organization that 
could be reformed. It was in his view 
completely corrupt and the only way to 
¿[�LW�ZDV�URRW�DQG�EUDQFK�HYLVFHUDWLRQ�
RI� LWV� OHDGHUVKLS�� (YHQ� WKDW� KH� VDLG�
PLJKW� QRW� ¿[� WKH� URW�� 5HPHPEHU� WKLV�
was 2013. The full scope of FIFA’s cor-
ruption had only started to emerge, 
thanks in no small part to Andrew’s in-
credible and dogged reporting over the 
years - chronicled in books, blog posts 
and bombshell articles. 
(YHQ� VR�� GHVSLWH� WKH� UHYHODWLRQV� RI�

various alleged corruption associated 
with the Qatar 2022 and Russia 2018 
World Cups, it really couldn’t be that 
EDG��FRXOG�LW"�%XW�ZLGHVSUHDG�UHFRJQL-
tion of the corruption at the heart of 
FIFA would not be generally recognized 
XQWLO� 0D\� ����� ZKHQ� 6ZLVV� ṘFLDOV��
FROODERUDWLQJ�ZLWK�WKH�8�6��)HGHUDO�%X-
reau of Investigation, conducted a pre-
GDZQ� UDLG� DW� WKH� VZDQN\�%DXU� DX� /DF�
KRWHO� LQ�=XULFK��6ZLW]HUODQG��URXQGLQJ�
XS�D�QXPEHU�RI�),)$�ṘFLDOV�
7KH�UDLG�NLFNHG�R̆�WKH�SXEOLF�VLGH�RI�

a years-long investigation that rocked 
),)$� WR� LWV� FRUH�� )RU� KLV� SDUW�� %ODWWHU�
was indicted in 2021 by Swiss authori-
ties, accused of fraud.

,W� WXUQV� RXW� -HQQLQJV� KDG� EHHQ�
ZRUNLQJ�ZLWK�WKH�)%,�VLQFH������

Andrew was right in 2013 - we didn’t 
NQRZ�WKH�KDOI�RI�LW��%XW�KH�VXUH�GLG�
,�¿UVW�PHW�$QGUHZ�LQ�&RORJQH��*HU-

many at the 2011 Play the Game con-
ference, which has served as a biennial 
meeting for all sorts of independ-
ent-minded and sometimes trouble-

Andrew’s every revelation and accusa-
tion was more incredible than the last.

 My goodness, I thought, who is this 
guy? It quickly became apparent that 
$QGUHZ�ZDV�WKH�UHDO�GHDO��8QEHNQRZQ�
to me, and I suspect much of the audi-
ence that day, FIFA had sent several 
ṘFLDOV��LQFOXGLQJ�:DOWHU�GH�*UHJRULR��
whom I would debate two years later in 
Aarhus) to attend the session that fea-
tured Andrew. Perhaps they wanted to 
monitor his comments in person or 
maybe even to try to intimidate him 
from the audience. I later learned that 
WKRVH�VDPH�),)$�ṘFLDOV�KDG�EHHQ�LQ-
vited by Play the Game to participate in 
the panel alongside Andrew but had de-
clined. That didn’t really send a mes-
VDJH� RI� FRQ¿GHQFH� IURP� ),)$�� DQ� RU-
ganization I had studied in depth but 
had never seen in action.

As you will have guessed, Andrew 
ZDV�QRW�LQWLPLGDWHG�E\�WKH�),)$�ṘFLDOV�
in the audience, who had chosen to sit in 
the audience of the sloped auditorium 
VXFK�WKDW�WKH\�ZHUH�H[DFWO\�DW�H\H�OHYHO�
with Andrew on the stage - so much bet-
ter to stare him down, perhaps. That de-
cision might have been a tactical mis-
take. After Andrew spotted the FIFA 
ṘFLDOV�LQ�WKH�FURZG��KH�ODLG�LQWR�),)$�

2SX�EX�4PE]�XLI�+EQI�FYX�MR�XLI�LIEVX�SJ�>YVMGL��%.�HIFEXMRK�*-*%�QEXXIVW�[MXL�1EVO�4MIXL� 
It was his last trip to FIFA‘s capital ever. (Photo: JENS WEINREICH)

“My goodness, I thought, who is 
XLMW�KY]#�1]�½VWX�MRXVSHYGXMSR�XS�
Andrew had me asking a lot of 

questions. Foremost among them: 
where were all the other investiga-

tive journalists doing actual 
investigative reporting on the 

myriad issues of sport governance?”

making observers of international sport 
- athletes, academics, administrators 
DQG� MRXUQDOLVWV�� ,Q� &RORJQH�� P\� ¿UVW�
PtG conference, I learned immediately 
WKDW� $QGUHZ�ZDV� D� KHUR�OLNH� ¿JXUH� LQ�
the community, and it didn’t take long 
WR�¿JXUH�RXW�ZK\��,Q�WKH�FDYHUQRXV�DX-
ditorium at the Deutsche Sporthoch-
schule Köln, Andrew was on stage fea-
tured on a panel about FIFA corruption. 

“The truth matters”
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with redoubled vigor, which included a 
FRPSDULVRQ�RI�WKHLU�DFWLYLWLHV�WR�D�PD¿D��
This apparently was the comment that 
triggered de Gregorio, who could no 
longer control his previous silence and 
rose to defend the allegations of corrup-
tion. He loudly shouted to the stage and 
to Andrew that at least FIFA does not 
NLOO�SHRSOH�OLNH�D�PD¿D�

A vigorous debate ensued - Andrew 
at the podium and FIFA in the audi-
ence. Other audience members joined 
in. I looked on, mouth agape, live-blog-
ging the whole thing. The debate spilled 
out into the hallway and continued 
there. Andrew was unwaveringly polite 
but unrelentingly tenacious, and de 
*UHJRULR��ZKR�ZDV� LQ�KLV�¿UVW�ZHHN� LQ�
the job as FIFA spokesperson, increas-
ingly visibly frustrated. Play the Game 
chronicled the day’s events in a press 
release. I suspect a video of the session 
still can be found online.
0\�¿UVW�LQWURGXFWLRQ�WR�$QGUHZ�KDG�

me asking a lot of questions. Foremost 
among them: where were all the other 
investigative journalists doing actual 
investigative reporting on the myriad 
issues of sport governance? 

Through the PtG community I have 
come to know and deeply respect many 
VXFK� UHSRUWHUV� �� OLNH� -HQV� :HLQUHLFK�
(who shared the Play the Game Award 
with Andrew in 2011, and now carries 
his legacy forward as a preeminent in-
GHSHQGHQW� LQYHVWLJDWLYH� YRLFH��� -HQV�
Sejer Andersen (fearless leader of PtG), 
1LFN�+DUULV� �ZKR�¿UVW� EURNH� WKH�5XV-
sian doping scandal), Hajo Seppelt 
(who revealed allegations of Russian 
whistleblowers among many subse-
TXHQW�VWRULHV��DQG�%RQLWD�0HUVLDGHV��D�
whistleblower herself who has also in-
vestigated corruption in global foot-
ball), to name just a few. 
%XW� LQ� ������ WKLV� FRPPXQLW\� ZDV�

comparatively quite small. 
What stood out to me then, and still 

VWDQGV�RXW�WR�PH�WRGD\��LV�KRZ�GL̇FXOW�
it is to hold power to account. 

No doubt this challenge is found 
across journalism, but the challenge 
seems particularly acute in the relatively 
small world of sport, where journalists 
FDQ�IDFH�FRQÀLFWLQJ�LQFHQWLYHV���WKH\�DUH�
H[SHFWHG� WR� FHOHEUDWH� VSRUW�� UHTXLULQJ�
access to athletes and often administra-
tors, which can be viewed as contrary to 
holding sport organizations accounta-
ble. Newspapers and editors surely do 
not want their sports reporters engaged 

,EW�ER]SRI�IZIV�XVYWXIH�XLIQ#�7ITT�&PEXXIV�ERH�(SR�.YPMS�+VSRHSRE��[LS�LEH�WXSPIR�QSVI�
XLER�����Q�ERH�[EW�SRP]�RSX�MRHMGXIH�FIGEYWI�LI�HMIH�������(Photo: JENS WEINREICH)

LQ� DFWXDO� RU�SHUFHLYHG� FRQÀLFW�ZLWK� WKH�
sports organizations they cover.

Andrew was famously barred from 
FIFA headquarters, reportedly for ask-
LQJ� 6HSS�%ODWWHU� DERXW� D� EULEH� �� ),)$�
was no doubt sending a message to all 
reporters with that action.

In the years since that 2013 breakfast 
in Aarhus, Andrew and I would keep in 

touch by email. His subject lines would 
DOZD\V�EH�VRPHWKLQJ�OLNH�³/HDNHG�GRFX-
PHQWV�´�RU�³*RVK��/RRN�ZKDW�,�IRXQG�´��
I would always read them with amaze-
ment as to what he had uncovered. Fre-
quently he would respond to one of my 
own blog posts, letting me know that 
there was much more to the story.

My own continuing education in the 
issues of sports governance was made 
so much richer because of my interac-
tions with Andrew, and thanks to all of 
the incredible journalism he conducted 
over his career. Were he still with us to 
read this, I suspect he’d tell me that I 
GRQ¶W�HYHQ�NQRZ�WKH�KDOI�RI�LW��$QGUHZ�
received much praise and accolades for 
his reporting on FIFA - long overdue 
and well-earned. He will always be re-
membered and celebrated for that. 
%XW�PRUH�LPSRUWDQWO\�IURP�ZKHUH�,�

sit is what Andrew contributed to legit-
imizing hard-hitting investigative jour-
nalism of sports organizations. There 
can be little doubt that USA Today, the 
New York Times and the Wall Street 

Journal as well as the Indianapolis 
Star and Orange County Register - to 
FLWH� VRPH� SURPLQHQW� H[DPSOHV� LQ� WKH�
8QLWHG�6WDWHV���KDYH�DOO�EHFRPH�KHDY\�
hitters in sport investigative journalism 
over the past decade due at least in 
some part to the pioneering work An-
drew did showing that sport is far too 
important not to hold to account. 

Indeed, investigative reporting in 
VSRUW�LV�QRZ�D�EXUJHRQLQJ�¿HOG��ODUJHO\�
separate from that branch of journal-
ism that covers sport as sport, but in-
stead as the business or political enter-
prise that it is, attendant with all of the 
IRLEOHV� WKDW� FRPH� ZLWK� LW�� %RWK� VSRUW�
and society are better for that. 

Andrew also taught me something 
else - the truth matters, always, but es-
pecially so when it is being overlooked 
RU�LJQRUHG��DQG�HYHQ�ZKHQ�LW�LV�GL̇FXOW�
to hear or carries a professional cost.
$QGUHZ�-HQQLQJV��5,3��

roger Pielke Jr. 
calls himself an 
an undisciplined 
academic. He is a 
professor for environ-
mental studies at the 
college of arts and 
science, University 
of Colorado Boulder. 
His personal website: 
RogerPielkeJr.com

https://www.colorado.edu/envs/roger-pielke-jr
https://www.colorado.edu/envs/roger-pielke-jr
https://rogerpielkejr.com/
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by andreas selliaas

My family had saved money and 
planned for four years to take a 

PRQWK�ORQJ�WULS�WR�%UD]LO�WR�WDNH�SDUW�LQ�
the 2014 World Cup. We had never 
been to a World Cup before and why 
not start with the championship in 
IRRWEDOO�FUD]\�%UD]LO"�
%XW� DW� WKH� VWDUW� RI� ����� P\� FRQ-

science gave me second thoughts. I had 
IROORZHG� $QGUHZ� -HQQLQJV� ZRUN� IRU�
many years, and he had recently pub-
lished his book Omertà on corruption 
DQG� IRRWEDOO�ṘFLDOV�EHLQJ� LQYROYHG� LQ�
PD¿D� DFWLYLW\�� 0RUHRYHU�� ,� KDG� EHHQ�
one of the most prominent critics of 
FIFA in Norway for a long time. I called 
$QGUHZ� -HQQLQJV� DQG� DVNHG� KLP� LI� ,�
should go. I did not want to contribute 
with money to a corrupt organization 
and even less give the impression of be-
ing a hypocrite. If his answer would be 
to stay home, I would have followed his 
advice and the rest of the family would 
have wanted to kill me. In other words, 
I put my destiny in his hands.
³*R�WR�%UD]LO�´��KH�WROG�PH��³%UD]LO�LV�

a wonderful country. The anger is only 
DW� WKHLU�RZQ�VSRUWV�ṘFLDOV�DQG�),)$��
They will be warm to foreign visitors.” 
He wanted me to go and celebrate the 
:RUOG�&XS�ZLWK�WKH�IDQV�LQ�%UD]LO��EXW�
at the same time report back from what 
I saw on our journey and continue to 
LQYHVWLJDWH�VSRUW¶V�ṘFLDOV�DQG�),)$�
,� KDYH� PHW� $QGUHZ� -HQQLQJV� RQ�

many occasions, interviewed him, cor-
responded with him and talked to him 
RYHU�WKH�SKRQH��(YHU\�WLPH�KH�KDV�EHHQ�
friendly, witty, sharp and shared with 
me his knowledge of history and jour-
QDOLVP�� 7KH� ¿UVW� WLPH� ,� PHW� $QGUHZ�
was outside the congress hall in Reykja-
vik in 2007, where Play the Game held 
LWV� ELHQQLDO� FRQIHUHQFH� IRU� WKH� ¿IWK�
time. He was standing there in his lum-
berjack shirt and wilderness survival 
vest, trying to keep his rolling tobacco 
cigarette alive in the cold Icelandic 
wind. He was surrounded by a small 
JURXS��KDYLQJ�D�ODXJK�DW�WKH�H[SHQVH�RI�
the corrupt men in the world of sports.
-XGJLQJ�E\�KLV�RXW¿W�KH�ORRNHG�PRUH�

OLNH� DQ� ROG� ¿VKHUPDQ� RU� JUDQGIDWKHU�
telling old stories to his mates than be-
LQJ�RQH�RI�WKH�PRVW�LQÀXHQWLDO�LQYHVWL-
gative journalists in the world of sports.
,�ZDV�LQ�,FHODQG�DW�P\�¿UVW�Play the 

Game conference as a researcher in in-
ternational politics, presenting a new 

project called Sports and Reconcilia-
WLRQ�� %XW� DIWHU� OLVWHQLQJ� WR� -HQQLQJV¶�
breathtaking presentation FIFA: An 
Era of Corruption Nears Its End later 
in the evening and watching his newest 
documentary FIFA and Sebastian Coe, 
I already started doubting my research 
project. Instead, the seed of becoming 
an investigative journalist was planted 
LQ�PH��7KH�KLVWRU\�RI�-DFN�:DUQHU��,6/�
and other stories he had been digging 
into for a long time was of course shock-
ing, but what struck me most was his 
angry attack on Coe. I am from Norway, 
and Coe was and still is one of the most 
popular foreign athletes in my country. 
+LV�EHDWLQJ�RI�ZRUOG�UHFRUGV�DW�WKH�%LV-
lett Games and the legendary rivalry 
with Steve Ovett and Steve Cram at the 
same event were big topics in Norway. 
Furthermore, his friendship with the 
late Svein Arne Hansen (director of 
%LVOHWW�*DPHV��SUHVLGHQW�RI�WKH�(XURSH-
an Athletics), and later his support of 
the Oslo Winter Olympics bid 2022 
made him very popular in Norway. 

&RH�ZDV� WKH� ¿UVW� KHDG� RI� DQ� QHZO\�
arranged FIFA’s ethics committee, but 
Andrew made the case that Coe did not 
ZDQW�WR�¿QG�DQ\�ZURQJGRLQJ�LQ�),)$�WR�
LQFUHDVH�(QJODQG¶V�FKDQFH�RI�EHLQJ�WKH�
host of the 2018 World Cup. Three 
\HDUV� ODWHU�ZKHQ�D�ELG�ZDV�KHOG��(QJ-
land did not win the right to host the 
:RUOG�&XS��5XVVLD�GLG��%XW�ZKDW�-HQ-
nings’ showed us in 2007 was the in-
VDQH�ORJLF�RI�),)$�ṘFLDOV��D�ZRUOG�KH�
showed us how to open up.

Andrew’s work on Sebastian Coe was 
never a big story in Norway, for obvious 
reasons, but previously he had made 
headlines and uproar in Norway. 

His book The Lords of The Rings 
(co-authored with Vyv Simson), pub-
lished in 1992 was a shock to many 
Norwegians preparing for the Winter 
*DPHV� LQ� /LOOHKDPPHU� LQ� ������ ,2&�
SUHVLGHQW� -XDQ� $QWRQLR� 6DPDUDQFK�
ZDV�ORRNHG�XSRQ�DV�D�JUDQGIDWKHUO\�¿J-
XUH�LQ�1RUZD\��%HLQJ�PDGH�DZDUH�RI�KLV�
relationship with Franco’s fascist gov-
ernment and seeing pictures of him do-

“Go to Brazil!”
Go to Brazil, that’s not only what Andrew Jennings recommended to 
his colleague Andreas Selliaas, that’s what the criminal former CBF 
president Ricardo Teixeira seems to be telling Joseph Blatter in this 
picture. Also present, back when the 2014 World Cup was awarded to 
Brazil, author Paulo Coelho (left), he was also present when the IOC 
awarded the 2016 Olympics to Rio de Janeiro, and the then President 
Lula. In the background: Blatter’s assistant and the former deputy 
director general Jérôme Champagne. 
(Photo: RICARDO STUCKERT/AGÊNCIA BRASIL)
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by aleJandro Wall

I KDG� UHDG�$QGUHZ�-HQQLQJV� ��KLV� DU-ticles, his book FOUL! - and I had 
also read about him. His tough ques-
tions, his investigations, that unbrea-
kable, incorruptible journalist, the one 
ZKR�KDG�JRQH�LQ�ZLWK�WKH�6LFLOLDQ�PD¿D��
with Scotland Yard, fearing nothing, 
and who now had as his object of work 
the powerful people of football.
%XW� ,� RQO\� PHW� KLP� LQ� 'HFHPEHU�

������ RQ� D� KRW� GD\� LQ� %XHQRV� $LUHV��
when he presented The Beautiful Bung, 
KLV�GRFXPHQWDU\�IRU�WKH�%%&�DERXW�WKH�
FIFA bribery scandal.

The venue for the screening was the 
KHDGTXDUWHUV� RI� WKH� %ULWLVK� &RXQFLO� LQ�
WKH� $UJHQWLQH� FDSLWDO�� 7KH� ¿UVW� WKLQJ�
that struck you when you saw him was 
KLV�XQ�%ULWLVK�PDQQHU�IRU�VXFK�D�SODFH��
He was more of a punk. A Scottish punk. 
(YHQ� RQ� WKH� VFUHHQ�� ZKLOH� WKH� SUR-
gramme was being shown, in the part 
where he reserved a container in case he 
felt the urge to urinate while waiting for 
-RVHSK� %ODWWHU�� %XW� WKH� EHVW� ZDV� WR�
FRPH�ODWHU��,�KDG�DVNHG�WR�KDYH�D�FR̆HH��
to chat with him, maybe turn it into an 
interview. We hurried out of there with 

ing the Nazi salute was hard to believe. 
%XW�1RUZHJLDQV�VHHP�WR�HDVLO\�IRUJHW�RU�
simply ignore such facts. After the 
Games Samaranch was almost made a 
saint when he closed the Games by say-
ing (as he always did) it was “The best 
2O\PSLF�:LQWHU�*DPHV�HYHU�¶�

However, some Norwegians have 
not forgotten or ignored the work and 
OLIH�RI�$QGUHZ�-HQQLQJV��7KH�ZRUOG�ID-
PRXV� VQRZERDUGHU� 7HUMH� +nNRQVHQ�
boycotted the Nagano Olympics in 
�����DIWHU�UHDGLQJ�-HQQLQJV¶�ERRN�IURP�
1992 and the 1996 follow up book The 
New Lords of the Rings.
,QVSLUHG�E\�$QGUHZ�-HQQLQJV¶�ZRUN�

on FIFA the two Norwegian journalists 
7RUJHLU�3��.URNIMRUG�DQG�(VSHQ�6DQGOL�
revealed a big ticket scandal before the 
World Cup in South Africa in 2010, a 
work very much appreciated and en-
couraged by Andrew.

Some years after Reykjavik I started 
to work as an investigative journalist 
myself. Together with my good friend 
DQG� FROOHDJXH� -DQ� -HQVHQ� LQ� Ekstra 

another colleague and a woman who 
was helping him as a translator. The 
SXQN� GLGQ¶W� ZDQW� WR� GULQN� FR̆HH�� +LV�
mouth was dry, he was thirsty, so here 
came the ice-cold beer. The punk as-
sembled his cigarette, gave it a light, 
and the beers arrived. Then another 
round, and then another round. 

We were young journalists from a 
IDUDZD\�SODFH�WU\LQJ�WR�¿QG�RXW�KRZ�WR�
work in the lion’s den, in the centre of 
power and investigating that power, 
waiting for the professor’s signals. The 
professor made it easy. There were no 
lectures, at least we didn’t feel them, 
but there was generosity - in the infor-
mation he shared, in the places to look, 
LQ� IROORZLQJ� -XOLR� *URQGRQD� FORVHO\��
the name that made FIFA corruption 
close to us here in Argentina. 

There was another meeting in those 
days 15 years ago after a master class 
IRU�D�MRXUQDOLVWV¶�IRUXP��-HQQLQJV�DJDLQ�
WRRN�R̆�WKH�VWDUFK�WKDW�VXUURXQGHG�KLP�
and was simply Andrew. As on another 
occasion some time later, in Coventry, 
after he had presented at another Play 
the Game, during a night of beers that 
no one wanted to end. Or in his re-
sponses to every email query.

There was in him, even if it was for a 
young Argentinean journalist, a kind of 
commitment to share information, 
whether out of generosity or the idea 
that others would continue to pull the 
thread. Facilitating the task without 
looking at whom.

On one of those occasions, when 
asked a question, he told me that he 
wasn’t that interested in football, that 
he didn’t follow the matches, but that 
he was interested in football being a 
FOHDQ�SODFH��+H�H[SODLQHG�WKDW�LV�ZK\�KH�
was so proud of an award given to him 
at that time by a supporters’ federation. 
He was working, in his own way, for the 
football of those supporters.
%XW�ZKDW�,�ZURWH�GRZQ��ZKDW�,�NHSW�

in a notebook but above all in my mem-
ory, was a suggestion: that if we were 
going to do journalism, if we were going 
to do investigations, we should do it 
“with humour and elegance”. It was 
worth it, professor punk.

aleJandro wall is based in Buenos Aires. 
He works for Tiempo and other media. 
Alejandro has published several books.

Professor punk

Bladet’ we have tried to follow An-
drew’s advice to go in another direction 
to the rest of the media. On one occa-
VLRQ�WKLV�OHG�XV�WR�D�IRUPHU�.*%�ṘFHU�
responsible for sending the letter from 
.*%�WR�DOO�(DVWHUQ�(XURSHDQ�FRXQWULHV�
WR�VHFXUH�WKH�HOHFWLRQ�RI�-XDQ�$QWRQLR�
Samaranch as the IOC-president at the 
congress in Moscow in 1980. 

Samaranch was a few years earlier 
OXUHG� LQWR� WKH� .*%� ZHE� DIWHU� KH� ZDV�
caught smuggling icons made by the fa-
mous Russian painter Ilya Glasunov 
when he served as the Spanish ambas-
VDGRU�WR�WKH�6RYLHW�8QLRQ��$QGUHZ�ZDV�
not surprised, but he was happy that we 
continued with his previous work.

andreaS SelliaaS is a freelance journalist 
and member of the programme  committee 
of Play the Game. He is the editor of the 
only news site on sport politics in Norway: 
www.idrettspolitikk.no. He has been speci-
al adviser in the Norwegian Olympic and 
Paralympic Committee and researcher at the 
Norwegian Institute of International Affairs.

https://www.tiempoar.com.ar/deportes/el-senor-de-las-investigaciones/
http://www.idrettspolitikk.no
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